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FOREWORD
A history of education includes the biographies of great teachers.
Among the eminent teachers in Louisiana education was Edith Garland Dupre,
a native of Opelousas in St. Landry Parish.
the

Born in 1881 at a time when

Southwas healing its wounds after the Reconstruction period and when

education for women was at the dawn of acceptance, she entered the
profession at the turn of the century, 1900.
A chronicle of her activities is also a record of the growth of
theUniversity of Southwestern Louisiana at Lafayette,

where she was

professor and head of the English Department for 43 years.
had many facets.

Her career

Edith Garland Dupre was an academic leader, a cultural

leader, a civic leader, a religious leader, and an inspiring teacher.
Her academic record at Newcomb College, at Cornell and the other
universities which she attended was evidence of her scholarship.
Administration, faculty and students at Southwestern recognized her
leadership in the many activities she founded at the school.

The

students who came under her tutelage respected and revered her.

The

civic community acknowledged her influence in the improvement of their
affairs.
Through a study of the life of Edith Garland Dupre one can
perceive the professional character and leadership qualities which
enabled her to make a worthy contribution to Louisiana education.
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ABSTRACT
Edith Garland Dupre was born in 1881 in Opelousas, St. Landry
Parish, Louisiana, when the South was emerging from the Reconstruction
period and when education for women was at the dawn of acceptance.

She

descended from an illustrious family of lawyers and statesmen and was
educated at H. Sophie Newcomb Memorial College for women in New Orleans
from which she graduated in 1900.
In 1901 she joined a small faculty of eight who opened the doors
of the institution at Lafayette known as "The Industrial," later
Southwestern Louisiana Institute, and finally the University of South
western Louisiana.

For 43 years she dedicated her talents and her

spirit to Southwestern which she helped to mold from barely a high
school to an accredited institution of higher education.
Edith Garland Dupre served as professor and head of the English
Department where her scholarship guided the intellectual development of
students in the classroom.

Her deep interest in student activities led

her to serve wherever her guidance was needed.

As chairman of the

Student Organizations Committee she took a leading part in every student
activity at the school.

She founded the literary societies which

provided a cultural and social outlet for students for 38 years, the
college paper, the yearbook, the literary magazine, and the Dramatics
Club.

She was responsible for the student body organization and the

honors pro’gram.
As chairman of the Library Committee she was personally in
charge of the library which she directed for 23 years, and she directed
vi

its policies for 20 more years.

As chairman of Classifications she

helped to set academic standards of the school for 43 years.
Her greatest contribution was to the development of the fullest
potentialities of the students.

Lofty aspiration, honesty of purpose,

and generosity of comradeship were the principles on which the spirit
of Southwestern was based.

She was successful in getting the students

to aspire to lofty ideals through her love and faith in them.
As a religious leader in the community and among the students
Edith Garland Dupre helped the founding of the Newman Club and the
establishment of the Catholic Student Center.

She was dedicated to the

moral, spiritual and intellectual development of the young men and
women at Southwestern.
Lifelong learning was an exciting experience for Edith Garland
Dupre.

She received a Master's degree at Cornell in 1908, and she did

advanced study at Johns Hopkins, George Washington, Washington at
Seattle, New York, Michigan and Wisconsin Universities.

With travel

abroad her scholarly pursuits enriched her teaching and broadened her
perspective.
Edith Garland Dupre was also a civic leader.

She took a leading

role in numerous women's organizations in the community; she served as
a volunteer worker overseas during World War I; she directed the Red
Cross Drive at Southwestern for many years; and she was a leader in local
and state civilian defense work during World War II.

Following her

retirement she opened a book shop to bring good literature to the towns
people.

When a public library for the parish was established, Edith

Dupre was made chairman of the Library Board.
vii

"Love and Service to Others" was her motto.

Although she shunned

personal acclaim, civic, religious and professional groups bestowed their
highest honors upon her, and the University of Southwestern Louisiana
named the Dupre Library in her honor.
Small of stature, she was great of heart.

Thousands of men and

women were warmed by the nobility of soul of this teacher.

She was a

guiding spirit whom they respected and revered throughout their lifetime.
Many have carried the torch of her ideals as classroom teachers them
selves, as business and civic leaders, and as American citizens near and
far.
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Chapter 1

EARLY YEARS OF EDITH GARLAND DUPRE
Edith Garland Dupre, christened Edith Agnes Dupre, was born in
Opelousas, Louisiana, on June 1, 1881, the fifth of twelve children
born to Laurent Dupre and Marie Celeste Garland.

Laurent Dupre was a

lawyer in Opelousas, which is the seat of justice and the principal city
of St. Landry Parish and one of the oldest towns in Southwest Louisiana.
The Garland Home in which she was b o m was a part of the vast plantation
of her grandparents.

The city limits had been extended to include the

house because her grandfather, Captain Henry Lastrapes Garland, a
leading lawyer in Opelousas, had petitioned the city and had it incor
porated so that he could vote in the Opelousas city elections (World,
November 3, 1955:78).
Because community background and family heritage have some
effect on the personality and philosophy of a person, such information
is included here to help the reader understand the person, Edith Garland
Dupre.
In trying to analyze Gladstone's greatness, one of his
biographers said that it was necessary to go back two hundred
years to that one of Gladstone's ancestros from whom he had
evidently received his first inheritance of nobility of soul.
The biographer1s comment was that nature makes ready for the
giant hundreds of years before his birth. . .(Selected
Addresses, 1944:51).
COMMUNITY BACKGROUND
St. Landry Parish was created from the vast region known as the
"Attakapas District," named for the powerful Indian tribe which once

possessed the whole region of Southwest Louisiana.

The other Indian

tribes formed a league against the Attakapas, who were almost exter
minated in battle, and the Attakapas District was divided.

The western

part in which St. Landry Parish is located was allotted to the Opelousa
Indians and called the "Opelousas District," until after Louisiana was
ceded to the United States (Fortier, 1914:417).

The most remarkable

features of the geography of the district are the,beautiful prairies,
naturally divided into eight divisions (Darby, 1816:76).

The large

prairie of Opelousas lies between the Vermilion and Mermentau rivers
west of the Atachafalaya swamp (Fortier, 1914:417).
About the middle of the eighteenth century French traders
established a trading post in the wilderness of southwestern Louisiana,
on the western border of the great Atachafalaya swamp.

During the

decade from 1760 to 1770, the government made grants in the Attakapas
District to the exiled Acadians from Canada who took their families into
the wilderness and founded homes (Fortier, 1914:417). It was during
this time that the first Laurent Dupre of New Orleans settled in
Opelousas (Dupre Papers).
Shortly after the Spanish assumed control, more interest was
taken in this vast prairie region.

Governor O'Reilly made large grants

in the Opelousas district to settlers and supplied them with cattle,
provisions and farming implements, and cattle raising became the major
activity.

The settlement was made the governing center of the District

of Opelousas; and the village officially became El Poste de Opelousas.
Settlers, mostly of French origin, were attracted by the rich soil and
natural advantages of the district, and as the population increased, the

colony became more prosperous (Fortier, 1914:417).

Jaques Dupre, son

of Laurent Dupre, was reputed to be the largest cattle owner in
Louisiana at the time he was state legislator between 1816-1846 (Perrin,
1891:54).
In 1803 the United States came into possession of Louisiana.
The County of Opelousas, formed in 1804 as one of the twelve counties
of the Orleans territory, was renamed St. Landry Parish in 1807 in honor
of the old St. Landry church.

Built in 1777 by the Capuchins at

Opelousas, it was supposedly the first church in Southwestern Louisiana.
The town of Opelousas was incorporated in 1821.

The parish was divided

in 1840 when Calcasieu Parish was formed out of it (Fortier, 1914:417).
Opelousas experienced a period of prosperity just prior to the
Civil War, but with the occupation by Federal troops of the Teche
country to the south during the war, there was great difficulty in
shipping products where they were needed by the Confederates.

"After

the occupation of Baton Rouge by the Federals in 1863, Opelousas became
for a time the capital of the State.

One legislative session was held

here in the old Lecompte Hotel" (Louisiana, 1941:346).
Reconstruction was a period of much turbulence in Opelousas-social, economic, and political.

There were racial conflicts and

rioting between native whites and Negroes aided by "carpetbag" and
"scalawag" cohorts which were finally subdued when Democrats re-established
native white rule (Louisiana, 1941:346).
The rich, alluvial soil of the prairie region produced large crops
for export.

Cotton, rice and sugar cane growing began to supplant stock

raising as the most important industry.

Different land companies which

encouraged farmers from the Midwest to settle in the area did much for
the development of the rich resources of the parish (Fortier, 1914:417).
The railroads were also an important factor.

The first railroad

to Opelousas was built in 1882, when Morgan's Louisiana and Texas
Railroad, now part of the Southern Pacific System, was completed between
Opelousas and Lafayette.

The first through service between New Orleans

and California began in 1883 (Louisiana, 1941:347, 65).

Laurent Dupre,

father of Edith, was the railroad lawyer (Buller, August 12, 1970).
The old post of Opelousas became the seat of justice when the
parish was organized.

Because Opelousas was the seat of colonial,

country, and parish governments, the practice of law was considered the
leading profession.

The State Supreme Court convened in Opelousas until

1898, and it was the scene of many celebrated court battles.

English

never quite replaced French in the lower courts since a large percentage
of the people spoke very little English (Louisiana, 1941:347).
Private tutors and plantation schools provided elementary
education for the children of wealthy parents.

In 1821 the Sisters of

the Sacred Heart established a convent for girls at Grand Coteau, several
miles from Opelousas which Edith's mother attended.
established St. Charles College nearby in 1837.

The Jesuit Fathers

In Opelousas proper.the

College of Franklin was founded in 1831 and served that community until
the Civil War (Louisiana, 1941:120-125).

Both of Edith's grandfathers,

Lucius Jacque Dupre and Henry Lastrapes Garland, attended Franklin
College prior to their being educated at the University of Virginia
(Perrin, 1891:28, 46).
In 1871 Mrs. M. M. Hayes established the Opelousas Female
Institute, a boarding school, which provided excellent education for the

children of Opelousas.

Wealthy Louisianians sent their children to

schools away from home--Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Kentucky-for a college education before The University of Louisiana at New Orleans
and the Louisiana State Seminary, established in 1860 at Pineville,
provided such facilities.

In 1884 the Louisiana State Normal School

offered training for teachers, and in 1886 Mrs. Josephine Louise Newcomb
endowed the H. Sophie Newcomb College for girls in New Orleans (Louisiana.
1941:120-125).

This is the college which Edith Dupre attended.

Small-town Louisianians enjoyed a wide variety of amusements
during the years that Edith Dupre grew up in Opelousas.

There were

family dinners at Garland Plantation, ice-cream and singing parties, card
parties, dances, amateur theatricals and musicals were very popular.
Gumbos or bisques were given in the homes to entertain friends.
girls played with stick dolls.

Little

While New Orleans was the center of the

Mardi Gras, there were also celebrations in the town of Opelousas
(Courier, 1880-1900 inclusive).
In South Louisiana the Creoles faithfully went to mass on Sunday,
then devoted the rest of the day to pleasure.
house on Sunday at Garland Plantation.

There was always open

After the Garland children

married, they would bring their families and friends for dinner.
times the guests might spend several days

Some

(Buller, August 12, 1970).

FAMILY HERITAGE
Edith Garland Dupre had an unusual family background.

The first

Laurent Dupre settled in the wilderness of Opelousas about 1765.

His

son, Jaques Dupre (1775-1846) was a wealthy stock raiser who served as
state legislator from 1816 until his death in 1846, and as interim

governor from January 14, 1830, to January 30, 1931 (Perrin, 1891:54).
Cyprien Dupre, the son, is believed to have been educated at the
Sorbonne (Buller, December 30, 1970).

Lucius Jacques Dupre (b. 1822),

grandfather of Edith, was a graduate in belles lettres from the
University of Virginia and a law graduate from the University of
Louisiana.

He became one of the most prominent attorneys of the State,

a judge of the then Fifteenth Judicial District, and a member of the
Constitutional Convention of 1861 and of the Confederate States Congress
(Perrin, 1891:28).

After his death, at the age of 47 years, his wife,

Caroline Vanhille Dupre, took up residence with her son, Laurent Dupre
and lived with that family until her death on January 21, 1896
(Vanhille Papers).

Edith's grandmother lived in the home during Edith's

formative years, as she was 15 years old and graduating from high school
when her grandmother died (Vanhille Papers).
Laurent Dupre, Edith's father, was only 12 years old when the
Civil War began.

He attended the Louisiana Seminary at Pineville and

studied law in the office of his father until he began the practice of
law in 1871.

On November 12, 1872 Laurent Dupre married Marie Celeste

Garland, daughter of Henry Lastrapes Garland with whom his father had
formed a law firm and with whom he practiced law (Dupre Papers).
Henry Lastrapes Garland and Lucius Jacques Dupre, Laurent's
father, had both attended the University of Virginia and had attended
the law lectures at the University of Louisiana in New Orleans before
forming a law partnership in Opelousas (Perrin, 1891:28, 46).

Of the

Honorable Henry Lastrapes Garland, Perrin (1891:46) says, "There is no
name connected with the history of Opelousas that is more honored than
that of Henry L. Garland."

He was born on September 27, 1826, in the

home that had been built for his father and mother, Rice Garland and
Celeste Genevieve Lastrapes, on a part of the vast acreage belonging
to Jean Henri Lastrapes (World, November 3, 1955:78).
Rice Garland, was a native of Virginia.

His father,

He had served as a represen

tative from Louisiana to Congress from 1834 to 1840, when he was
appointed judge of the Supreme Court of Louisiana where he served until
September, 1845 (Fortier, 1914:463).
Henry L. Garland received a liberal education at Franklin College
in Opelousas and at the University of Virginia.

He studied law in

New Orleans and attended the law lectures delivered by Judge Henry Adams
Bullard, first dean of the University of Louisiana Law Department
(Perrin, 1891:46; Bonquois, October, 1940:1058-59).

In 1848 he returned

to Opelousas and began practicing law with Lucius Jacques Dupre.

In

1852 he married Julia Laurence Bullard, daughter of Judge Henry Adams
Bullard, and brought her to Garland Plantation (Perrin, 1891:46; World,
November 3, 1955:78).
Henry Adams Bullard, born in Pepperell, Massachusetts, had
graduated from Harvard in 1807, and had been military secretary to
General Toledo in Texas before settling in Louisiana.

He first settled

in Natchitoches; then he bought a plantation in Opelousas in 1839.

He

became state legislator, United States Congressman, and State Supreme
Court justice where he served from 1834 until 1846 (Bonquois, October,
1940:995-1022).

On the evening of December 6, 1847, Judge Bullard, the

first dean of the law department of the University of Louisiana,
formally opened that department in the Federal courtroom of the Customs
House in New Orleans.

He had the distinction of being the first dean

of the first law school in Louisiana and of being the first professor

of Roman Civil Law in the country (Bonquois, October, 1940:1057).

Both

Henry Lastrapes Garland and Lucius Jacques Dupre were among those who
attended these lectures before they formed their law partnership in
Opelousas.
Laurent Dupre practiced law in this office and married Henry
Garland's daughter, Marie Celeste Garland in 1872.

They had 12 children,

3 of whom died in infancy.
Henry Garland, born on July 28, 1873, graduated from Tulane
University in 1892.

After serving in the House of Representatives of

the State of Louisiana until 1910, he was elected to the Congress of
the United States, where he served until his death on February 21, 1924
(Fortier, 1914:340; Vanhille Papers).
Marie Celeste, born June 19, 1875, attended Newcomb College for
two years, studying art.

She became a stenographer and later had a

florist business in Opelousas (Vanhille Papers).
Isabel Lawrence, born on July 1, 1877, began teaching in the
public school in Opelousas right out of high school.

After many years

of teaching she lived with her brother Garland in Washington, D. C.,
until his death in 1924 (Vanhille Papers; Buller, July 29, 1970).
The fourth child was Rosa Lastrapes, b o m on December 1, 1878.
Rosa and Edith graduated from high school together in 1896.

Rosa took

a business course at Soule Business College in New Orleans and became a
court stenographer (Vanhille Papers; Buller, July 29, 1970).
Edith Agnes Dupre was the fifth child, born June 1, 1881.

Later

she adopted the name Edith Garland Dupre in honor of the grandparents
with whom she lived during her childhood (Vanhille Papers; Buller,
July 29, 1970).
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Francis Ti'llou Nicholls, named for Governor Nicholls, was born
on October 16, 1882.

lie attended Acadia Baptist Academy and went to

college at Bolling Green, Kentucky.

He died at the age of 27 in the.

year 1909 (Vanhille Papers; Buller, July 29, 1970).
Genevieve Cleveland was born August 24, 1884.

Of this younger

sister Edith Garland Dupre wrote:
The Dupre's seventh child due August, 1884, was to be named
Grover Cleveland, but at the christening of this pre-natal
Democrat--the fifth daughter not the expected third son--G.
stood for Genevieve, the triumph of Hagiology over History, and
Dupre ingenuity densed a feminine derivative--Clevie, a unique
and unduplicated name--though she was Goverchen to some Newcomb
classmates and is still Grover to a few friends (Dupre,
unprocessed material).
After graduating from Newcomb Genevieve Cleveland taught in Lake Charles
where she married Oswald Wilson McNeese, son of Southwest Louisiana's
pioneer educator, John McNeese.

Later she became a popular speaker on

history and a newspaper columnist in New Orleans.

In 1937 she

established her Friday Forenoon Book Reviews in the national capital
which were still being given 27 years after her first lecture (Dupre,
unprocessed material).
Mary Lilybel was born June 14, 1888.

She, too, graduated from

Newcomb College in New Orleans and taught school prior to her marriage
to Chester S. Buller of Pennsylvania (Vanhille Papers; Buller, July 29,
1970).
Lawrence Littell, born April 5, 1892, followed her sisters to
Newcomb, and she taught school in Lake Charles.

She returned to

Opelousas to marry Dr. Albert B. Pavy of that city (Vanhille Papers;
Buller, July 29, 1970).
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Laurent Dupre's law office was right opposite the courthouse
near the corner of Court and Bellevue Streets in Opelousas.

When the

railroad was built in 1882 he became the railroad lawyer, and he was
president of the St. Landry Parish School Board when the high school
was proposed in 1888 (Buller, July 29, 1970; Courier, August 3, 1895).
It was customary for older members of the family to become
attached to one of the children.
her grandparents.

Edith, it seems, was the favorite of

Perhaps it was also because of the arrival of a new

baby 16 months after she was born that she spent much time at the home
of her grandparents, the Garlands (Buller, July 6, 1970).

When she was

five years old her parents consented to letting her live with her grand
parents, where she resided until she went to college (Autobiography).
She adopted the name Garland in place of her christened name, Agnes, to
honor them (Buller, August 12, 1970).
The Garland home was a long, rambling structure that grew through
the years to accommodate a large family.

Giant live oaks sheltered the

open gallery, and huge pecan trees spread out in the back.

"Captain

Garland" and his wife, Julia, held a sort of perpetual open house at
the old home in an atmosphere of generosity.
everyday occurrence.

Twenty for dinner was an

On Sunday the children and grandchildren would

invite anyone in town to come for dinner.

There would ensue a lively

conversation at the dinner table, and the discussion would continue on
the large front gallery during the rest of the afternoon (World,
November 3, 1955:78; Buller, July 29, 1970).
The home was a haven for family and friends.

The spirit of

intellectuality, generosity, and charity in the home of Henry L. Garland
and Julia Bullard had its effect on Edith Garland Dupre.
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EARLY EDUCATION
Edith Dupre attended the public school in Opelousas except for
a few months which she spent at Mrs. Hayes* Female Institute.

The girls

were sent to this school while waiting for the new high school to open
(Autobiography).

The public schools were frame log houses, utterly

unfit for school purposes, which were furnished by the teachers.

There

were no blackboards, globes or charts, and, of course, no libraries
(State Superintendent Biennial Report, 1894:23).

There were 48 students

in Miss Hebrard's school which Miss Dupre attended.
were described:

The poor conditions

"The furniture consists of some rough old tables, some

heathenish looking chairs, a few stools of the rudest construction, a
few boxes, and planks on which. . .children must sit. .
November 14, 1891).

(Courier,

School books and supplies were available at the

Star Grocery (Courier, October 31, 1885).
Laurent Dupre was president of the school board from 1887-1891
during which time he presided as chairman of a mass meeting to consider
the question of erecting a public school building in Opelousas.

A

committee of twenty-five ladies and gentlemen was appointed to find
means of raising funds for the school.

Mrs. Dupre and other ladies

gave the first gumbo for this purpose.

Thinking that the method of

raising funds by giving entertainments too slow, the "Committee of
Twenty-five” sought to secure a special tax for the proposed building.
The tax passed, and "the building was constructed and furnished in the
most improved and modern style at the cost of about $12,000 to the
citizens of Opelousas" (Courier, August 3, 1895).
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The first session opened January 2, 1894, at which time the
school was under the management of the efficient professors,
Dr. j[V. K j Irion and Prof.CWhitfield] Jack. The school continued
to progress until June 19, 1894, at which time the first term
closed, reflecting much credit upon the management. On October,
1894, the second term opened when Prof. Shaffer was chosen principal.
During this term, Latin, Greek, and many sciences were introduced.
The course was enlarged to a full three years' High School course.
A chemical laboratory was constructed and many other improvements
were made. The library has recently received a donation of about
250 books from friends of the school (Courier, August 3, 1895).
In January, 1894, Isabel, Rose, and Edith all entered the High School
Department at the same time.

Isabel graduated the following year

(Autobiography)• The curriculum for the Opelousas High School during
these years appears in Appendix II.
That sixmmer, in 1895, when Edith was fourteen, she had a severe
attack of typhoid fever, and for days her life hung in the balance.
After her recovery, she resumed her studies and graduated with her class
from the Opelousas High School at age 15 (Autobiography). The graduating
class in 1896 was composed of Lucile Block, Edith Agnes Dupre and Rose
Lastrapes Dupre (Courier, June 26, 1896).
STUDENT AT NEWCOMB
Higher education for women was just emerging in the United
States.

The Dupres

and the Garlands believed in educating their

children, and the girls were not neglected.

After Newcomb opened in

1887, Laurent Dupre, with the help of Henry L. Garland, sent five of
the Dupre girls to the degree-granting institution (See pp. 8-9).
At the end of September, 1896, the family took Edith to Lafayette,
25 miles away, to board the Southern Pacific train to New Orleans,
where she was to enroll in the H. Sophie Newcomb College for women at
Tulane.

The session began about October 1 (Buller, August 12, 1970).
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In 1886 Mrs. Josephine Louise Newcomb endowed the 11. Sophie
Newcomb Memorial College for the higher education of young women.

The

president, Brandt V. B. Dixon of St. Louis, was a man of broad culture
and an indefatigable planner and worker (Dyer, 1966:57).
profound impression on Edith Garland Dupre.

He made a

Newcomb became the first

degree-granting coordinate college for women established within the
framework of a major university for men.

Although Mrs. Newcomb

requested that the college look to the "practical side" of education,
the first bulletin issued in 1887 stated the purpose of the college as:
. . .to offer to the young women of Louisiana and the adjoining
states a liberal education, similar to that which is now given
to young men by the Tulane University, and to young women also
by other institutions of the first rank in distant parts of the
United States (Dyer, 1966:52-57, 95).
When Edith Dupre attended Newcomb in 1896, it was located in the
beautiful Robb Home in the Garden District between Washington Avenue and
Sixth Street.

The renovated home was called "College Hall" (Dyer,

1966:91-92).
Applicants for admission to Newcomb College were required to be
not less than sixteen years of age, and candidates for admission to the
freshman class were examined in the fundamentals of mathematics, English,
and history.

In addition, applicants for the Modern Language course, in

which Edith Dupre was enrolled, were required to have a full two years1
course in French and German (Newcomb Catalog, 1901:91).

There were

special classes for those who were not proficient in the foreign languages
(Buller, August 12, 1970).
terms.

The scholastic year was divided into three

Tuition for the year was $100 (Newcomb Catalog. 1901:93-94).
While attending Newcomb, Edith Dupre lived on Calhoun Street at

the home of her uncle, Henry L. Garland, Jr., a practicing lawyer in
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New Orleans.

She joined the Alpha Omega Pi sorority shortly after it

was founded by her friend Katherine Marguerite Reed (Buller, August 12,
1970).
Three courses of study were offered at Newcomb leading to the
Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science degree.

These courses were:

the Classical, Modern Language, and Scientific.

The Modern Language

curriculum which Edith chose was as follows:
Freshman Year
English: Rhetoric and Rhetorical Analysis
History: Eastern Nations and Greece
Mathematics: Plane and Spherical Trigonometry
Physics: Mechanics, Magnetism and Electricity, Heat, Light and
Sound. Theory and laboratory practice
French: Grammar, classics, modern prose, plays.
German: Grammar and works in German
Elective.
Sophomore Year
English:

Sketch of English Literature; analytical study of extracts
with recitations and criticisms
Mathematics: College Algebra
Chemistry: General inorganic Chemistry, a short course in Qualitative
Analysis; elementary organic Chemistry
Astronomy: % year
French: Grammar, France and its legends, modern French authors, History
of France, poetry and prose, compositions.
German: Grammar, selected short stories, lyrics and ballads.
Elective.
Junior Year
History: Medieval and Modern History
Geology: \ year
Psychology: \ year
English: Literature, 16th, 17th, and 18th century authors; principles
of criticism.
French: Continuation of sophomore course, short essays on historical
and abstract subjects once a week.
German: Grammar, poems, short stories, a German paper on German
literature once a month.
Elective.
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Senior Year
Constitutional History: 1st term
History of Philosophy: 2nd and 3rd term
English: Studies from Chaucer, Spenser, Marlowe, Shakespeare and
other Elizabethan dramatists, Milton, Dryden, the Caroline
Lyrists, Pope; 19th century English and American writers.
Anglo-Saxon Grammar and Reader, Beowulf
French: Historie de la Litterature Francaise, original composition,
selected readings in French
German: Interpretation of each drama; four essays, literature since
1830; collateral reading, composition.
Elective (Newcomb Catalog, 1901:81-86).
Among Edith Dupre's teachers at Newcomb were Professor Jane
Caldwell Nixon in English, Professor Marie Augustin in French.
Dr. Frederick Wespy in German.

Professor Brandt Dixon, the president,

taught Psychology and History of Philosophy (Newcomb Catalog, 1901:77).
In French classes instruction was given entirely in the language even
in the freshman class.

Students were expected to be able to read

French and to understand the spoken language.

Physical Education was

a part of the regular college course taught by Clara G. Baer, a graduate
of the Posse Normal School of Gymnastics in Boston (Newcomb Catalog,
1901:81, 86).
There were few occasions when the men and women students of
Tulane and Newcomb were allowed to enjoy each other's company.

On one

of these occasions, the boys in Tulane's class of 1900 sent a formal
invitation to the girls to cheer for them at an athletic event.
Your Brothers of Tulane, feeling that their success in the
forthcoming struggle with the juniors depends greatly upon the
inspiration to be derived from your presence, beg that you
appear in force on Wednesday, October 18th at 4 o'clock to cheer
the "Scarlet and Black." A committee will be in readiness to
attend to your comfort.
Respectfully,
Tulane, 1900 (Item, June 7, 1950:13).
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The Tulane students were not allowed to take part in Newcomb
plays.

"The{men's}parts were played by women who were not allowed to

wear trousers.

They had to play men's roles in long black skirts"*

(Item, June 7, 1950:13).
During her college career Edith Garland Dupre was class
treasurer during her sophomore year; class president during her junior
year; a member of Newcomb Literary Society during her junior and senior
years; treasurer of that society in her senior year; a member of the
Tennis Club in her junior year; and a member of the Senior Lunch Club.
She received honorary mention for the Warner Essay (Jambalaya, 1900:53).
The Beverley E. Warner prize was for the best essay on a Shakespearean
subject written by members of the junior class (Times Democrat, June 21,
1900).
The Newcomb class of 1900 of which Edith Dupre was a member was
known as the "Naughty Naughts," and the class yell was "Newcomb, Newcomb,
who are we?

1900]

June 20, 1900.

Q.E.D.I"** Graduation exercises took place on

Honorable Wm. 0. Rogers, acting president for Dr. Dixon,

conferred the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science.
fourteen graduates were:
Scientific Course:

Classics Course:

The

Miss Eva Sackett Joor;

Misses Bertha Ellinor Frakenbush, Leila Green,

Florence Calhoun Marks, Mary Mitchell Young; Modern Language Course:
Misses Jo Leigh Bres, Jennie Ursula Butler, Edith Garland Dupre,

*Edith Garland Dupre quoted at commencement honoring 50-year
graduates.
**1900 The District Court of Newcomb, class night program,
Mrs. Georgia S. Fischer, Alumnae Association Director, Newcomb College,
New Orleans. (Q.E.D.: which was to be demonstrated.)
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Bella Louise Fucich, Elizabeth Charles LeBourgeois, Miriam Berthelot
Lemann, Anna Schafter Lovell, Katherine Marguerite Reed, Alma Merrow
Wilson.

Miss Emily Huger, who later taught art at Southwestern (then

Southwestern Louisiana Institute) for many years, received a special
certificate for third year normal art course at this commencement
exercise.

It was the pleasant duty of Miss Edith Garland Dupre to

present her comrades to their sister-graduates of the years gone by.
This honor was accorded the president of the class (Mier, October 15,
1970).

Miss Florence Dymond, class of 1891, welcomed the class into

the Alumnae Association (Times Democrat, June 21, 1900).

TEACHER AT FAIRMONT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
After graduating from Newcomb in June, 1900, Edith Dupre returned
to Opelousas.

A week or two later she and her sister, Isabel, who taught

in the public school in Opelousas, went to Ruston to attend the
Chatauqua.

While in Ruston Edith Dupre received a letter from her

friend, Katherine Reed, telling her of a position as teacher of French
and German at Fairmont School for Girls in Monteagle, Tennessee.

She

applied at once with the result that she soon recieved news of her
appointment (Autobiography).
September 1900 found Edith Dupre in Monteagle as a breadwinner.
Fairmont School was run by Misses Mae and Susie Dubose, with whom Edith
developed a lasting friendship.
in Lafayette during later years.

The Duboses often visited Edith Dupre
The school session at Fairmont ran

from spring through summer and fall with vacation in the winter.

Edith

received several visits from members of the family while she was in
Tennessee.

Rose, her sister, visited Edith in the fall, and her
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grandparents and her older sister, Celeste, visited there in the spring.
She had a long visit from Isabel during the summer (Autobiography).
In July President Edwin L. Stephens of the newly established
Southwestern Louisiana Industrial Institute wired Edith Dupre at
Monteagle offering her the position of teacher of English and French.
She accepted, and September 10, 1901, found her in Louisiana ready for
her new duties (Autobiography).

Chapter 2

1901-1921 -- SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA
INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE
TEACHER AT "THE INDUSTRIAL,"*1901-1911
Before graduating from Newcomb Edith Garland Dupre, having been
advised of the proposed school at Lafayette, made application to the
Trustees of the school for a position.

Her mother had Professor

T. H. Harris, then principal of the high school in Opelousas, write the
following letter of recommendation:
March 14, 1900
Dear Mr. Stephens:
I have been told that Miss Edith Dupre, now attending the
Newcomb, (sic) will be an applicant for a position in your
school next session. I suppose in most cases you will have
to judge applicants by what your friends can tell you of their
fitness; this being true, you will not think my opinion of this
young lady out of place.
Her people live here in Opelousas, and are one of the best
families in the parish. This young lady will finish her course
in the Newcomb this year, and the impression here is that she is
one of the brightest girls the town has ever produced. Personally
she is a very superior woman; goodlooking, modest, amiable, in
short, a cultured, sweet young lady. Should you see proper to
employ her in your institution, I am satisfied that she will prove
a splendid accession to your faculty, and exert a good influence
in the community.
Yours very truly,
T. H. Harris
(Presidential Papers).

*During the early years Southwestern Louisiana Industrial
Institute was commonly referred to as "The Industrial" because of
the nature of instruction intended for the school. When the name
was changed in 1921 to Southwestern Louisiana Institute of Liberal
19
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President Stephens had announced the appointment of Lucy Fay to
teach English at "The Industrial,"

but she declined, and Dr. Stephens

then wired Edith Dupre inviting her to the position.

Responding to

President Stephens' offer, she accepted the position and stated:
Thoroughly imbued with an appreciation of the lofty standard
at which the school will aim, I shall do my utmost to aid in
elevating it to a high plane, and in making it a strength among
the Educational Institutions of our State (Presidential Papers).
How well Edith Garland Dupre kept her pledge.

This letter seems

prophetic today, as she did indeed make an outstanding contribution to
Southwestern.
After returning from Monteagle, Edith spent a few days in
Opelousas before she and her mother went to Lafayette to secure a
boarding place for Edith.

In so doing they visited a cousin, Judge

Julian Jaubertie Mouton, who suggested to his wife that they accommodate
Edith (Mouton, August 15, 1970).

She accepted their invitation and

lived with the Moutons during her first year in Lafayette.

While living

in their home she taught French to the Mouton children and their cousins
(Hamilton, November 27, 1970).
lived nearby.

Two of her teachers at "The Industrial"

Gertrude Mayfield, the domestic science teacher lived

across the street at Mrs. Blake's, and Beverly Randolph, the gymnastics
and drawing teacher, lived a few houses away (Hoffpauir, 1944:15;
Rodriguez, November 29, 1970).

and Technical Learning, it became known as "The Institute." In 1960
the name was again changed to the University of Southwestern
Louisiana. However, the beloved name "Southwestern" was adopted by
the students from the very beginning of its existence as the common
designation for their school.

21
The life of Edith Garland Dupre was inextricably tied with the
history of Southwestern for 43 years.

Because she was involved in

everything that went on there, some of the history of the college must
be included in this biography to help the reader fully understand the
person--Miss Dupre, "the mainstay of Southwestern"(Segura, February,
1944:29).
The Beginning of the School
Southwestern Louisiana Industrial Institute was established by
Act 162 of the Legislature of Louisiana in 1898.

Robert Martin of

St. Martinville, state senator from the district composed of St. Martin,
Iberia, and Lafayette parishes, was the author of the act.

People all

over the state had begun to realize the need for education for their
children.

Louisiana State University was well established in Baton

Rouge; a state normal school had been established in 1884 in
Natchitoches; and a state industrial institute had been established in
Ruston in 1894 (E. L. Stephens, November 1938:1).

Senator Martin, who

had been a member of a committee which had inspected these schools, felt
that a school patterned after the Ruston school was needed in
southwestern Louisiana (Davis, 1960:309).

He was successful in getting

the law passed and the school was established.

It was located in

Lafayette, where the people offered the best inducements to the Board of
Trustees for the support of such a school (E. L. Stephens, November,
1938:2).
The Board of Trustees met on January 3, 1900, and elected
Edwin L. Stephens first president of the Institute.

Dr. Stephens was

born near Natchitoches, Louisiana, on November 27, 1872.

He was 27 years
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old at the time of his election as president.

He attended Keachi College

near Shreveport and then Louisiana State University, from which he
graduated in 1892 with a Bachelor of Arts degree.

He obtained his

Master of Pedagogy degree in 1897 and his Doctor of Pedagogy degree in
1899 from New York University.

He taught Latin and science at the

Louisiana State Normal School and took part as lecturer and instructor
for summer normal schools for teachers at various points in the state.
At the time he was chosen to be president of Southwestern, he was an
instructor at the Boys1 High School in New Orleans (now Warren Easton
Senior High School) (Vermilion, January 7, 1938).
The school was located in the town of Lafayette which, in 1900,
had a population of 3,314.

It had already become the hub city of the

area with clothing and general merchandise stores, livery stables,
hotels, saloons, a volunteer fire brigade, blacksmith shops, an opera
house and drug stores.
place for entertainment.
there frequently.

The Faulk Opera House was the chief gathering
Traveling opera troupes and minstrels performed

It was also used for public dances.

When the

Jefferson Theatre was built in 1904 to accommodate motion pictures,
however, the Faulk Opera House closed its doors.

In 1900 there were no

hospitals, no large school buildings, laundries, or a sewerage system.
Most families still depended on wells and cisterns for their water supply.
The unpaved streets were narrow, dusty, and sometimes impassable in rainy
weather.

"A few board sidewalks spewed water on the pedestrian when he

stepped on them in wet weather"(Griffin, 1949:58-59).

In 1901 the first

telephones were installed, and the town had municipal ownership of an
electric light plant and waterworks.

There were four churches—

Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopal and Catholic (USL Catalog, 1902:8).
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The Southwestern Louisiana Industrial Institute was situated on
a 25 acre tract which had been donated by Mrs. M. E. Girard and her son
Crow.

It was about a ten-minute walk from the courthouse in the center

of town.

Dr. Stephens had oak trees planted every 50 feet around the

entire tract, and a circular driveway, part of an adopted plan for
beautifying the grounds, was laid in front of the main building (USL
Catalog, 1902:10).

The circle, symbolic of Southwestern, was later

adopted for the heraldic seal in 1925.

It was again adopted by Miss

Dupre as the name of the publication, The Circle, for student writers in
1939.

Miss Dupre also used the circle in a speech in later years to

signify the spirit of comradeship between students and teachers which
made Southwestern "different" from other colleges (see p. 84).
Three buildings at "The Industrial" were ready for occupancy by
September 1901.

They were:

the main administration building and class

room building, a dormitory for girls, and a workshop for manual training.
The main building was a handsome, two-story brick structure with a
basement which housed the cooking school, maintenance facilities and a
paved area used during inclement weather.

The first floor consisted of

six large classrooms, the reception rooms and offices, and the library-all opening into a twelve-foot hallway through the entire length of the
building.

The physics and chemistry laboratories were on the second

floor, as were the two classrooms for freehand and mechanical drawing,
while the auditorium occupied the central portion of this floor.

The

auditorium was the most attractive feature of the building and was
equipped with a stage and over 600 oak opera chairs.

The two third-floor

rooms were used as a gymnasium and as a literary society hall and music
room (SLII Biennial Report, 1902:6-7).
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The dormitory for girls was also a two-story brick structure,
however, only the first floor was finished, which accommodated 28 girls
the first year.

In charge was Mrs. Elizabeth F. Baker, "a most estimable

and matronly lady,,r who provided a refined and cultivated home atmosphere
for the girl (SLII Biennial Report, 1902:8).

She became known as "Lady"

Baker.
The third building was a wooden building which housed the work
shop for boys1 manual training classes (SLII Biennial Report, 1902:9).
There was emphasis on the type of education implied in the name,
"Industrial Institute."
children.

People wanted a practical education for their

Therefore, instruction was given in manual training, the

mechanical branches, and domestic science, as well as in the arts and
sciences.

The courses of study were planned with the assistance of

Brown Ayres, Dean of the College of Technology at Tulane University and
a member of the first Board of Trustees of the Industrial (E. L. Stephens,
November, 1938:3).
President Stephens stressed the academic studies.

He was aware

of the high schools which were being built in the area and felt that the
existence of the Industrial Institute "sets up a standard toward which
the public schools must look to prepare their pupils for the work here"
(State Superintendent Biennial Report, 1900-1901:147).

He was fortunate

that Edith Garland Dupre, the English teacher, shared his ideals.
President Stephens had placed the requirements for admission at
"completion of the eighth grade, or its equivalent."

However, the

people were determined that all their children would be admitted to the
school and somehow

immediately be prepared for earning a living.

They

let him know that the restrictions would have to be lowered.

Entrance

requirements, therefore, were stated as follows:
Candidates for admission to the first-year class must be
fourteen years of age, or older, in good health, and prepared
for a simple entrance examination in reading, writing, spelling,
arithmetic to denominate numbers, elementary geography, and
history (E. L. Stephens, November, 1938:3).
A principal's certificate showing satisfactory sixth-grade work was
acceptable in lieu of the examination (E. L. Stephens, November, 1938:3).
An "able corps" of eight men and women pioneered to found South
western Louisiana Industrial Institute.

They were:

E. L. Stephens, President, Mathematics
V. L. Roy, Science
Ashby Woodson, Manual Training
Miss Gertrude Mayfield, Domestic Science
Miss Beverly Randolph, Drawing & Gymnastics
Miss Edith G. Dupre, English and French
Florent Sontag, Music
L. W. Mayer, Stenography (SLII Biennial Report, 1902:5).
The opening exercises at the Industrial began at nine o'clock on
Wednesday, September 18, 1901.

These exercises consisted of talks from

city and parish dignitaries, the main speaker being Rev. C. C. Kramer,
Episcopal minister from New Iberia.

Thereafter, the 100 students who

enrolled reported to classrooms for the examinations.

Parents had been

invited to these opening exercises; so there were about 250 persons in
attendance.

President Stephens announced no school on Thursday because

of President McKinley's death which had occurred a few days before.
Examinations were resumed on Friday, students were classified, and classes
apparently began on Monday, September 23, 1901 (Advertiser, September 21,
1901).
Thus began Edith Garland Dupre's career at "The Industrial."
is so often the case in this section of Louisiana, it rained quite a

As
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bit during these weeks of September, and the walk from Judge Mouton's
corner out Johnson Street, about 2,000 feet, was a muddy one.

The

newspaper appealed to the citizenry for money for a plank walk:
It is to be hoped that all citizens will respond liberally,
as it is very important for the success of the school that the
attendance should be regular, which during bad weather could
not be the case without a good (plank) walk; besides the children's
health should be considered. Sitting with wet feet all day long
is very liable to create doctor bills that will pay for several
plank walks, not counting the worry to parents, if nothing worse
should happen (Advertiser, September 14, 1901).
The good citizens of Lafayette raised the money in the amount of $400,
and the plank sidewalks leading to the Institute were completed near the
first of November (Advertiser, October 12, and October 19, 1901).
The Library
Edith Garland Dupre's duties as outlined by Dr. Stephens were
to teach English and French.

She was also to take charge of the library,

and to supervise the choice of literature for all classes in the school.
He requested that she recommend the most desirable 500 volumes for the
beginning of the library and 6 publications or magazines.* Miss Dupre
accepted the challenge by replying that "I shall be glad to take charge
of the library, and shall therefore enclose a list of desirable
periodicals and books which I should advise you to have in 'our' library'.1*
A description of the library follows:
The library is a handsome room twenty-five by forty feet having
a spacious bay-window in the front. A row of shelves extends the
length of two sides. The room is furnished with six tables and an
ample supply of rubber-tipped chairs. The walls are finished in a
pearl grey tint and the room is lighted by six windows extending

*Presidential Papers. Correspondence between E. L. Stephens
and Edith Garland Dupre, August, 1901.
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to the ceiling. Decorative casts adorn the walls and tables.
The number of volumes now on the shelves is near 700, besides
which there is a full line of daily and weekly papers, from
this and other states, and magazines adapted to the classes
in English, the sciences, and the industrial branches. The
library is open during study hours and from four to five in
the afternoon (USL Catalog, 1902:12).
Assembly was held every day at 9:00 a.m.

Miss Dupre taught four

English classes and a French class, and supervised the library until
five o'clock.

It was a rule that the pupils should go into the library

during their vacant periods.

Records of books were kept in a composition

note book, and the names of those who had books due were read aloud at
assembly almost daily.

The most used books were the encyclopedias and

the reference books for debating and oratory.

The most used individual

book was the dictionary--Webster's unabridged--found near the library
window on a dictionary stand (Crouchet,n.d. :102) .
Students "kept the library" while Miss Dupre was teaching her
classes.

In 1904 the Library Committee, of which Edith Dupre was chair

man, decided to use some of the cadets of the military unit to "keep the
library," and they would receive special instruction
. . .by lectures on classification of authors and subjects and by
actual practice in the library, making proper card catalog of
books, working up bibliographies of subjects, and acquainting
themselves with the proper organization and development of libraries,
for general reading, for reference, and for research (Vermilion,
March 5, 1904).
Miss Dupre took charge of the course and treated it as an adjunct of the
regular work in literature.

Not only did Edith Dupre have in mind to

train the cadets for the service to the school library, but also to
prepare them as librarians, since public libraries were being established
in many small towns throughout the country (Vermilion, March 5, 1904).
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Gifts of books from Colonel and Mrs. Gustave A. Breaux of
Lafayette and Mrs. John Clegg of New Orleans, and the loan of a private
collection of Dr. Felix E. Girard of Lafayette were important additions
to the library in the first year (USL Catalog, 1902:12).

It was

Colonel Breaux's custom to drive over to the Institute nearly every
New Year's day with a buggy full of books for the library.

This Breaux

collection included a complete set of the Library of Universal Literature,
the historical writings of Jefferson Davis and Alexander H. Stephens and
others on the Southern Confederacy and the Civil War, a set of the Life
and Letters of Abraham Lincoln, a monumental work of the Abee Tanguay in
French upon the genealogy of the Canadian families showing the origins
of the Acadian families that came to Louisiana at the time of the exile
from Nova Scotia, and other valuable and interesting works (Advertiser,
January 19, 1912).

The annual gifts of Colonel Breaux were welcome

additions to the barely 750 books in the library.
English Studies
One of the six large classrooms on the first floor of the main
building was "Miss Dupre's room" in which she taught English and French.
The description of first-year English indicated that teachers were
concerned then as now with the deficiency of students in English.

"The

deficiency of the English education of college and high school students
is well known; it prevails everywhere, and is the great problem of all
earnest teachers of English" (USL Catalog, 1902:19).

The first-year

work in grammar was as practical as possible, as the level of instruction
was at the seventh grade and perhaps at times lower.

Paragraph writing

and brief essays were presented the second year, and speech, oration
and debate were included in the first term of the third year.
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Masterpieces of American literature were studied the latter half of the
junior year.
literature.

Seniors studied English literature and the history of
Miss Dupre required home reading in all courses (USL

Catalog, 1902:19).

A detailed statement of studies in English is

presented in Appendix III.
In 1901 the class periods were of 35 minutes duration.
year, 1902, classes were 50 minutes long.

The next

Edith Dupre's schedule in

1901 was as follows:
9:00- 9:15
9:15-10:00
10:00-10:35
10:35-10:45
10:45-11:20
11:20-11:55
11:55-12:30
12:30- 1:00
1:00- 1:35
1:35- 2:10
2:10- 3:00

Morning Exercises
First year Advanced English
Recess
Third year English
Second year English
Third year French
Lunch
(Girls) Library, first year advanced.
First year English
(USL Scrapbook, 1899-1907:23).

The fact that first-year English and first-year advanced English are
separate would indicate that the first-year English was a remedial
course.
Attakapas Literary Society
On Monday, October 28, 1901, the literary and debating society
was launched and the following Thursday afternoon the group met to adopt
a constitution and by-laws.

Saturday evening the society held its first

regular meeting at which officers were elected and a program was rendered.
The officers were:

Miss Irma Voorhies, president; Mr. Jefferson Caffery,

vice president; and Miss Daisy Barbin, secretary (Advertiser, November 9,
1901).
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Tlio fact that Miss Dupre's name is not mentioned in any of the early
articles is characteristic of her humility.
credit for anything that was done.

She always gave the students

Another reason that her name is not

mentioned is that she was probably the one who wrote the article for the
newspaper.

However, it is a fact that Edith Garland Dupre initiated the

Attakapas Literary Society.
At first it was known as "the Literary and Debating Society."
A contest was held and a prize offered by Mr. Davis of the Moss Pharmacy
to that member of the society who would suggest the most acceptable name
(Advertiser, November 30, 1901).

It is not known who won the prize, but

the name adopted was "Attakapas Literary Society" in honor of the section
of Southwest Louisiana in which the Institute is located which was once
settled by the Attakapas Indians.

One can imagine the research that

must have taken place for the students to suggest this name since the
advanced students were barely in the ninth grade.
The purpose of the society was "to afford unexcelled opportunities
to the students to cultivate powers of expression, to develop a habit of
quick thinking, and to overcome the natural timidity of youth" (USL
Catalog, 1902:34-35).

In addition, it served as an incentive to study

questions frequently omitted in school courses, and it helped develop the
power of oratory.

Meetings were held throughout the session every

Saturday evening, and open meetings to which the public was invited were
held from time to time (USL Catalog, 1902:34-35).
At the close of the year a debate, which was to become an annual
affair, was held during the closing exercises.

To encourage and promote

oratory and debating, a gold medal was offered in perpetuo to the best
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debater by Julian J. Mouton who was judge of the Circuit Court of
Appeals.

Judge Mouton was a cousin in whose home Miss Dupre lived

during that first year (Mouton, August 15, 1970).

The rules governing

the debate were as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The debate is restricted to the members of the Attakapas
Literary Society.
The contestants are selected by the faculty after a
preliminary debate.
Each contestant must prepare his own debate, and submit
it for the inspection of the teacher of English.
No debater shall read from manuscript.
The numberof contestants is limited to six (USL Catalog,
1902:34-35).

The Julian Mouton debate, which was begun in 1902 as a part of the
closing exercises at Southwestern, was held for 38 years.
Closing Exercises, 1902
There were no graduates the first year, but closing exercises
were held with Miss Dupre training the students for their parts in the
elaborate four-day exercises (Abramson, August 24, 1970).

The exercises

began on Friday evening, May 23, 1902, with a concert by the music
students of Professor Florent Sontag.

Saturday morning all departments

exhibited the work of the students, and the entire school was inspected
by the members of the Board of Trustees.
featured the Julian Mouton Debate.

Saturday evening the program

The question was:

the government should own and operate the railroads."

"Resolved that
This program also

included several musical numbers, a paper reviewing the first session at
Southwestern, and a series entitled, "Tableaux on Noted Women."

On

Saturday evening the sermon was delivered by the Reverend Beverley E.
Warner of New Orleans.

(Edith Dupre had won second place in the

Beverley Warner Essay contest during her junior year at Newcomb.)
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The address for the class day exercises on Monday was delivered by
Dr. Brandt V. B. Dixon, President of Newcomb College.

Also included on

the program were musical numbers and scenes from Henry V and the
Merchant of Venice for which the students were trained by Miss Dupre
(USL Scrapbook, 1899-1907:34-35).

This portion of the program received

favorable comments from the press:

"This was the most elaborate number

on the program and reflected credit on the department of English in the
Institute" (Advertiser, May 31, 1902).

Professor Brown Ayres, who had

assisted in planning the courses of study at Southwestern, presented the
Julian J. Mouton medal to Jefferson Caffery* (Advertiser, May 31, 1902).
The pattern of these closing exercises began the tradition at
Southwestern for all commencement programs for the next thrity years.
Their success was due to "the untiring energies and zeal of Miss Dupre,
instructor in English and chairman of the committee on commencement
exercises" (USL Scrapbook, 1899-1907:44-45).

The details of these first

closing exercises may be found in Appendix IV.
The "spirit of Southwestern" was the theme of several speeches
which Edith Garland Dupre delivered in later years.

That spirit was a

part of every student who attended the school during the first fifty
years of its existence, and it remained a part of them throughout their
lives.

When President Stephens appointed Edith Dupre to advise him in

adopting a seal for the college in 1915, the words fortiter, feliciter,
fideliter--bravely, happily, faithfully--were chosen as a motto
(Faculty Minutes, January 1, 1916).

But the spirit of Southwestern began

*Jefferson Caffery later became a prominent United States
ambassador; he endowed a Political Science Professorship at Southwestern,
and the Louisiana Room in the Dupre Library is named in his honor.
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to be instilled in its students the first weeks of its existence, and
there is reason to believe that Edith Dupre, as well as Edwin L. Stephens,
was responsible.
College spirit is a great and strange thing. That a young
gentleman or a young lady should become strongly attached to an
institute apart from the home, yet with all the filial and fraternal
affections that characterize our feelings for home, seems strange
at first blush. But it is enough that it is so. . .But take the
school that has a soul in its student-body, the school with a yell,
and a whoop and hallow on its campus, and you have the goods that
live men want. . .Must our children's minds be developed, expanded,
and trained, while their bodies remain numb, their energies
unvitalized, their soul puny in its narrow casement? Give us the
school with the right spirit! (USL Scrapbook, 1899-1907:21).
Ladies Boarding Club
In the summer of 1902 Edith Dupre and her sister, Isabel, who
was a teacher at the Opelousas High School, went by sea from New Orleans
to New York, and from there to Ithaca, New York, where they spent six
weeks attending Cornell University (Autobiography).
Upon returning to Lafayette in the fall of 1902, Edith Dupre and
the other women teachers moved into the Girls' Dormitory (later named
Foster Hall), along with Dr. Stephens and his bride, Beverly Randolph,
who were waiting the completion of the president's home.

Miss Dupre and

Miss Mayfield, who were the veteran teachers, roomed together; Miss Emily
Huger and Miss Hugh Duncan McLaurin, the new teachers, shared a room.
Miss McLaurin, a graduate of the Louisiana State Normal in 1895, was
employed to teach gymnastics.

Miss Emily Huger had graduated from

Newcomb in the same class with Edith Dupre, and she was to teach drawing.
"Lady" Baker was

firmly in charge

of the dormitory and of the girls.

The faculty ladies assisted the matron, supervised study, accompanied
the girls to church and on walks on Sunday.
dormitory parties.

They also took part in

Miss Dupre was especially amusing in the Masquerade
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Dance on Martli Gras night when she impersonated Mr. Samuel Pickwick
(Vermilion, January 20, 1906; December 23, 1905; October 19, 1908;
February 14, 1910).

She used the dormitory parties as a teaching device.

Whenever the girls left the dormitory they were chaperoned by one of the
lady teachers, and whenever the girls left the school building, they had
to get permission from Miss Dupre (Faculty Minutes, November 10, 1910).
The faculty was very genial and much in demand by Lafayette
hostesses.

Miss Dupre had joined the Woman's Club the previous year and

had been asked to present "The Humor of Thackery and Dickens Contrasted"
at their April meeting (Advertiser, April 22, 1902).
deal of formal calling and card playing.

There was a great

The popular game was eucre.

There were tennis games on the lawn, and promenades along Lafayette's
board walks.

Among the favorite types of entertainment for dating at

that time were a surrey ride to a church fair or bicycle riding, which
was nationally popular at this time (Advertiser, December 11, 1949:19).
When Miss Mayfield left at the end of the year, Miss McLaurin
and Miss Dupre became roommates, and thus began a beautiful and noble
friendship which was to endure throughout their lifetime.
The Avatar Literary Society
During the month of February, 1903, a majority of the Fourth
Year Class sponsored a movement to organize another literary society.
The faculty welcomed its appearance "in the hope that a healthful rivalry
in the matters literary will result in greater and more substantial
benefit to the students" (Gazette, April 26, 1902).

This society was

named the Avatar Literary Society, a sister society to the Attakapas
Literary Society organized the previous year.

The word "avatar" was

derived from Hindu mythology and means the incarnation of a spirit in

some material form.

"The Society was so named to indicate that its

organization was to be itself an embodiment of the spirit of education
and progress--an avatar of intelligence and culture" (L'Acadien, 1912:27)
Edith Garland Dupre instilled high aspirations in the members of the
literary societies, some of whom were only 14 years of age.
A spirit of "healthful rivalry" did indeed exist between the two
societies which continued under the devoted supervision of Edith Garland
Dupre until the year 1938 when she turned over their responsibility to
J. J. Barry.

She used this spirit of rivalry to motivate the students

in all sorts of projects.
During that time, nearly all the great questions of law and
government, public policy, sociology, history, philosophy, and
ethics have been analyzed, discussed and illuminated, if not
finally settled, by prominent members of the Avatar Society. They
also had fine programs of music, literature and histrionics, as
well as practice in parliamentary procedures (L'Acadien, 1912:27).
This statement was also true of the Attakapas Society.

The two societies

kept awake the social and cultural element in the school, as the weekly
meetings were the only social activities provided.

They constantly

improved the spirit of study and investigation among the members.
The Julian Mouton debate now became a contest between the two
societies, although

the medal was given to the best individual debater.

The two societies continued for 41 years, and the Julian Mouton debate
continued for 38 years (L'Acadien, 1942:177; Advertiser, April 28, 1939).
The following is a list of some of the early questions which were debated
1902

That the Government Should Own and Operate Railroads

1903

That Women Should Have the Right of Suffrage

1904

That the Fifteenth Amendment to the Federal Constitution Should
be Repealed

1906

That Labor Unions are Beneficial to the Laborer
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1907

That Louisiana Should Have Compulsory Education for Children
from 6 to 14 Years of Age

1908

That the United States Should Maintain a Navy of Equal Strength
with that of any other Nation

1910

That Trade Unions Are Beneficial to the Laborer

1911

That Life Imprisonment with Restricted Pardoning Power on the
Part of the Executive Should be Substituted for Corporal Punishment

1912

That the Initiative, the Referendum, and the Recall Should be
Adopted by Constitutional Amendment in the Several States

1913

That After May, 1916, Sugar Should be Admitted into the United
States Free of Duty (USL Scrapbooks, Volumes I and II).

Commencement, 1903
The Julian Mouton debate at the closing exercises for the first
graduating class at the Southwestern Louisiana Industrial Institute
between the Attakapas and the Avatar Literary Societies was held on
May 29, 1903.

The Attakapas Society was awarded the victory, but the

Julian Mouton Medal for the best individual debate was given to
Miss Annie T. Bell of the Avatar Society.

Both societies could claim

a victory (USL Scrapbook, 1899-1907:44-45).
The three-day program was similar to that of the previous year.
Edith Dupre was chairman of the commencement at which 18 graduates com
prised the first class to complete work at "The Industrial." Although the
purpose of Southwestern was primarily vocational, the academic curriculum
attracted the largest proportion of students.
Academic course: (8 students)
Annie T. Bell
Maxime Beraud
Thena Boudreaux
Harold Demande
Alma L. Gilley
William Parkerson Mills
Henry deKoven Smedes
Pothier J. Voorhies

The first graduates were:
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Commerce course: (7 students)
Munger T. Ball
Valsin Benoit, Jr.
Mentor Chaisson
Earl Hatfield
Perry T. Singleton
D. Clarence Smith
Frederick Voorhies
Manual Training course: (1 student)
Jacques Domengeaux
Domestic Science course:
Edith Trahan
Stenography course:
Ula Corunna

(1 student)

(1 student)
(Griffin, 1949:251)

Woman's Club Scholarship
The first scholarship at Southwestern was awarded by a group of
Lafayette women.

The Woman's Club had been organized in 1897 as the

"Five O'clock Tea Club."

Along with social and charity work, its programs

became of a literary nature, and in 1901, when the club joined the State
Federation of Women's Clubs, it became known as the "Woman's Club.”
Edith Garland Dupre became a member during her first year at Southwestern
(Anders, 1951:256).

In 1903 through the efforts of Edith Dupre, the

Woman's Club founded the first free scholarship established at the
Industrial Institute.

The first recipient of that scholarship, Samuel J.

Carruthers, (August 30, 1958) wrote Miss Dupre as follows:
You were really the very essence of that first scholarship.
Do you remember how you took under your wing that lad of barely
fifteen, and untutored and ignorant little boy from the prairies and
backwoods, and guided him through the maze of what looked to him like
a fairyland of incomprehensible and impenetrable paths of wonderment,
everything astonishing and bewildering but exciting and compelling!
I shall remember standing at the main entrance with my old Uncle.
He could not speak English and I had a hard time making myself under
stood. Finally you came to the door and after a few preliminaries
you took me by the hand and lead me through crowds of youngsters that
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were registering, down the halls to what was the beginning of an
ever widening world of knowledge and adventure.
From then on you were my guiding spirit and my intermediary
with the Club. And your influence, aided by Mrs. Davis, was
really the main factor in making the scholarship a success and a
permanent establishment * (Carruthers, August 30, 1958).
Sam Carruthers used the scholarship wisely while at Southwestern.

In

1907 he won the Julian Mouton Debate Medal, and he received a Lafayette
Parish Police Jury scholarship to attend Louisiana State University.
"When I entered LSU my grades in English and French, of which Miss Dupre
had been my teacher, were most satisfactory, thanks to the good
foundation I had received from her instruction"(Carruthers, July 6, 1970).
For financial reasons Sam Carruthers was able to stay only two years at
LSU, but as soon as he was able, he returned to the Woman’s Club the $100
they had given him (Advertiser, May 31, 1912).
This scholarship was the first of numerous ones which the Woman's
Club awarded to defray all the necessary expenses of a student entering
the Institute for one year.
than a gift.

Later it was changed to a loan fund rather

Miss Dupre served as vice president and as president of

the Woman's Club a number of times until she became an honorary member
in 1918 (Anders, 1951:256-267).

As vice president in 1905 she was

responsible for inviting Reverend Beverley Warner back to Lafayette to
give a lecture at the Industrial auditorium for the benefit of the
scholarship fund (Vermilion, December 23, 1905).

During her term as

president from 1912-1914 the club sought to raise money for their scholar
ship fund by giving amateur plays.

It is assumed that she directed the

*Letter from Sam Carruthers to Edith Dupre dated August 30, 1958,
unprocessed material in Dupre Library Archives, University of Southwestern
Louisiana, Lafayette.
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plays as she was presented with flowers following the performance
(Advertiser, May 21, 1912).
The Vermilion
Among Miss Dupre's duties was that of school publicity, as
evidenced by a letter from the editor of Louisiana Schools Review to
Dr. Stephens:
Miss Dupre sent me some notes for several numbers back but our
printer very carelessly left them out for two issues. I wish you
would explain to her and state that we would be pleased to receive
other notes at any time*(Taylor, January 8, 1903).
The Avatar and Attakapas Literary Societies, under Miss Dupre's guidance,
contributed a weekly column to the Lafayette Advertiser, and it was
suggested in one of the columns that a school paper should be started at
Southwestern (Advertiser, September 20, November 11, 1903).

In the

spring of 1904 the students of the Institute successfully organized,
edited, and published a small school paper and named it The Vermilion.
The publication served "to develop the art of editorial composition and
as a helpful adjunct of the English Department"(USL Catalog, 1904:40).
Each class contributed an article on class news, and each literary
society had a column.

The paper recorded various important events of

the school's history, and in it were also printed some of the better
compositions of the pupils in the English classes (USL Catalog, 1904:40).

The Society of the Alumni
Many of the first graduating class of the Institute, who had taken
their diplomas in 1903, returned and joined the class of 1904 in forming

*Letter from W. E. Taylor to President Stephens dated January 8,
1903, Presidential Papers.
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a Society of the Alumni.
duly elected.

A constitution was adopted and officers were

Mr. Pothier Voorhies of Lafayette was the first president

(USL Catalog, 1904:40).

The alumni took part in the commencement

exercises and held an annual meeting at that time for many years.
Edith Garland Dupre was an integral part of the Society of the Alumni
(Vermilion, July 26, 1919; Advertiser, May 26, 1913).
At the reunion on May 24, 1909, members present subscribed $150
for a fund to be known as the "Alumni Loan Fund."

The money was to be

loaned to worthy students unable to maintain themselves at the Institute,
and to be repaid as soon as possible after they left school.

With

contributions each year from new and old members, the fund would accumulate
and ultimately it would be used as the foundation for an alumni building
on the grounds (USL Catalog, 1911:23).
Travel and Study
At the end of the 1904 school session Edith Garland Dupre was not
only concerned with directing the commencement program of the second
graduating class at Southwestern, but she was also concerned with another
graduation--that of her sister, Genevieve Cleveland, who had been chosen
to present her class at Newcomb to the Alumnae, as Edith had been chosen
four years previously.

For this occasion Edith Dupre was chosen to

deliver the response in behalf of the Newcomb Alumnae, and she welcomed
the Class of 1904 into the ranks (Autobiography). This was a double
honor for the family, and a tribute to Miss Dupre's ability as a speaker,
as a woman educator, and as a leader among the Alumnae of Newcomb.
Edith Garland Dupre and Hugh Duncan McLaurin roomed together at
the Ladies Boarding Club after Gertrude Mayfield left Southwestern.
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As a climax to the 1903-04 school year the two friends sailed from
New Orleans to London for a European tour.

After visiting England and

Scotland, they crossed the English Channel and toured France, Switzerland,
Germany, Holland, and Belgium (Autobiography).
Edith Dupre's love of travel was not surprising.

Her grandfather,

Captain Henry L. Garland, had taken an extensive pleasure trip to the
North and West in 1887, when Edith was six years old (Courier, September 3,
1887).

Her father, Laurent Dupre, had attended the World's Columbian

Exposition in Chicago in August, 1893 (Courier, August 26, 1893).

It is

possible that Edith accompanied her grandfather and/or her father on these
journeys, but no record or allusion to the trips were found.

However, she

doubtlessly heard about them and was affected by the reports.

Her grand

parents, Captain and Mrs. Henry L. Garland, had gone to Europe on the
occasion of the celebration of Queen Victoria's diamond jubilee in 1897
(Buller, September 9, 1970).

Other instances of travel by relatives of

Edith Dupre were found in the Opelousas newspapers between 1885 and 1900.
It was uncommon for people in rural areas like Opelousas, still considered
the Wild West, to make such voyages.

However, because the law firm of

Henry L. Garland and Laurent Dupre represented the railroad, travel for
the Dupres was expedient, as they had passes to travel without charge.
Edith Dupre and Hugh D. McLaurin returned to Southwestern from
their European tour in the fall of 1904 and resumed their teaching duties,
bringing the rich experiences of their travels to the classroom.
In 1905 the Dupre sisters, Celeste and Isabel, who had previously
vacationed at Ashville, North Carolina, decided to build a summer house
for the family in the mountains at Skylands.

The cabin was very rough-

hewn, and the furniture was inexpensive, but it provided a delightful
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summer vacation place, which they called "Happy Hill."

Although

Mrs. Dupre and the younger sisters cared little for the mountain retreat
during the early years, the older Dupre sisters loved the pleasures of
the spot.

Celeste was married there in 1907, and Cleveland's wedding in

1910 took place under the big chestnut tree near the house.

This summer

home in the mountains was a "haven of rest" for the Dupres and their
families for 20 years (Autobiography; Buller, August 26, 1970).
Edith Garland Dupre and Hugh D. McLaurin were awarded leaves of
absence for the 1907-08 school year.

Miss Dupre planned to study at

Cornell University, and Miss McLaurin was to study at the Posse Gymnasium
in Boston.

In the fall of 1907 Edith Garland Dupre, after a pleasant

vacation at Happy Hill, joined Hugh D. McLaurin and the two went to the
Jamestown Exposition and then to New York.

Here they parted, Miss Dupre

going to Ithaca, and Miss McLaurin on to Boston.

In Ithaca Miss Dupre

lived with the family of a professor acquaintance from Tulane,
Mr. Gregory, who was also attending Cornell (Hoffpauir, 1944:25).
Under the direction of Professor F. C. Prescott, Edith Dupre
earned her Master of Arts degree in the spring of 1908.

Her strong

religious convictions can be noted in her choice of subject for study.
In her thesis entitled, "Browning's Attitude Toward Christianity, " she
chose to defend the statement that "Browning was a true and faithful
Christian"(Dupre, 1908:65).

Through an analysis of his works she sought

to prove that the great poet-philosopher did strongly cherish the four
leading doctrines of Christian faith— belief that the Supreme Being of
the universe is a God of infinite wisdom, power and love; faith in the
divinity of Christ; the necessity of suffering on earth as an essential
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element in the moral growth of man; and hope in the immortality of the
human soul (Dupre, 1908:65).
Four years later, May 7, 1912, Southwestern celebrated Browning's
Centenary with a program in which Edith Dupre read "The Ring and the Book."
Dr. Stephens, an ardent admirer of Browning, presided at the program
(Advertiser, April 30, 1912).

It is not known whether Dr. Stephens or

Miss Dupre initiated the project.
The days in Ithaca were not occupied entirely with study.

Edith

Dupre tutored the three Gregory children--two daughters and a son.

She

learned to skate on ice (which she felt was the greatest feat of her
life), and she established at Cornell a chapter of Alpha Omicron Pi, the
national social sorority which she had joined at Newcomb College.

Her

three sisters, Genevieve Cleveland, Lilybel, and Lawrence Littell, had
also joined that sorority when they had attended Newcomb (Autobiography).
Soon after obtaining her master's degree from Cornell Miss Dupre
received overtures from the school at Ruston.
anxious to have her accept a position.

Her friends there were

She unhesitatingly announced that

she "by no means seriouslyconsidered leaving her old place in Lafayette"
(USL Scrapbook, 1907-08, June 6, 1908:10).

Edith Garland Dupre had given

her heart to Southwestern and could not leave.
Les Femmes Savantes
On December 20, 1909, a meeting of a group of women who called
themselves "Les Femmes Savantes" met

in Miss Dupre's room to

hear a

lecture on "Entrance to College," in

which she discussed the

"units"and

"majors" for the college student (Vermilion, January 17, 1910).

A club

was formed "to learn of college life

preparatory to entering

(students)

(Vermilion, February 15, 1910).

have graduated from SLII"

when they
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By this time students were continuing their education at Louisiana State
University or at Newcomb or at the State Normal School.

Southwestern

was still a high school, and Edith Dupre desired to encourage higher
education for the women of "The Industrial."
The Classroom Teacher
Southwestern Louisiana Industrial Institute was primarily a
vocational school and the courses offered were attuned to the needs of
the students, as well as the vocational needs.

The English courses

reflected this attitude of practicality and intellectuality.
By 1907 entrance requirements were raised to completion of the
first half of the seventh grade, and the school included grades 8
through 11.

The freshman English course involved "daily and continued

exercises in narration, description and reproduction, both oral and
written."

Students were introduced to the "life and works of a few of

the most famous painters, sculptors, and writers of both prose and
poetry."

Oration and debate, and "practical exercises in connection with

literary society" were included in the English courses.
study was not neglected.

Independent

The students were required to pursue a course

of reading at home throughout the entire English course.

Assignments

were made during the term and each student was required to write a
synopsis of his reading (USL Catalog, 1906:17-21).
As a teacher during that first decade Edith Garland Dupre was
unforgetable.

Former students remember the acts of kindness and

benevolence which characterized Miss Dupre and which were felt by all of
students.

They remember her devotion to all her pupils, individually
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and as a group.

Samuel Carruthers (July 6, 1970), a member of the class

of 1907, describes his experiences:
During the time I was under her wing as a student and for many
years afterward, she was like a patron saint to me; and I am not
the only one who has felt that way. Almost anyone who came under
her influence and felt her beneficences, and these are uncountable
and now spread over the entire world, have felt the same way
(Carruthers, July 6, 1970).
She was kind, thoughtful, and always concerned over the welfare of the
students.

"She was so loved, so respected by everyone.

she was especially interested in each one of us.

We felt that

I felt that Miss Dupre

was my very best friend" (Anders, August 24, 1970).
As a disciplinarian, she was firm but sympathetic.

When a student

was not performing aswell as he should, she

would ask him to see her

after class, at which time she would let him

know that she had faith in

him to do the right thing, without hurting his feelings, and that was all
he needed (Carruthers, July 6, 1970).

If on occasion Miss Dupre could not

accept the behavior in class, she would leave the room.

The rest of the

class would insist that the offender seek her out and apologize to
Miss Dupre (Anders, August 24, 1970).

She felt that they would not fail

her if they knew that she was counting on them to be true to themselves.
In literature classes students read parts of the Bible, and in
grammar classes letter writing was stressed.

Letters of sympathy,

congratulations, thanks, or application for a job were assigned.
Mrs. Stella Roy Soulier (August 15, 1970), a member of the class of 1904
still appreciates the influence of the classroom experiences:

"I have

always been grateful to Miss Dupre that I have no difficulty writing any
kind of letter.

That was a wonderful cultural influence."

She was also
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known to incorporate lessons in civil government in her English class
(Vermilion, December 23, 1904).
Many of the students during these early years were from backward
and uncultured homes.

Edith Dupre did not hesitate to deviate from

teaching literature to spend a class hour lecturing on proper behavior.
The gratification inher eyes was their
(Carruthers, July 6, 1970).

reward for good deportment

After her retirement Edith Dupre delivered

a speech entitled, "The Teaching Profession," in which she stated:
The pleasures of really stimulating young people are profound
and lasting. And
they come from the most unlooked for sources —
one of the most rewarding things in teaching is the satisfaction
of being able tohelp the so-called "poor" students to come to
life. To be able to inspire those who are struggling with the
perplexities of life to find themselves is at all times and for
all men a challenging experience (Radio Speech, c. 1950).
"DEAN OF THE FACULTY," 1911-1921
The entrance requirements for admission to "The Industrial" had
been raised in 1907 to completion of the first half of the seventh grade.
By 1914

completion of the first

and the

four-year course at Southwestern included first-year college

work.

half of the eighth grade wasrequired

By 1916 the "Industrial had attained the status of a combination

senior high school and junior college with teacher training courses in
agriculture, home economics and elementary education" (E. L. Stephens,
November, 1938:3-4).

In 1917 President Stephens asked the Classification

Committee, of which Edith Dupre was chairman, to consider changing from
50 to 60 minute class periods and to recommend the adoption of a plan
by which the first two years would correspond to high school work and
the last two years to college work (Faculty Minutes, January 11, 1917).
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Academic Leadership
The year 1910 opened at Southwestern with 194 students.

By this

time President Stephens had come to depend on Edith Dupre for many details
of administration at the school.

Edith Garland Dupre, the only member of

the faculty with a master's degree until 1920, was in effect "Dean of the
Faculty."

She was chairman of the vital committees of Classification,

Discipline, and Library.

She was Secretary of the Faculty and presided

in the absence of the President.

She directed the literary societies and

the school paper, and she served on practically every special committee
appointed by President Stephens (Faculty Minutes, 1910-1912 inclusive).
Edith Dupre had been chairman of Commencement during the early
years; then Miss Leftwich was made chairman and Miss Dupre served as a
member.

In 1911 the Student Organizations committee was formed with

Miss Dupre as chairman.

When the Catalog Committee was appointed in 1912,

she served as a member.

She served on every committee during this decade

except Athletics, Boys' Discipline, and Music (Faculty Minutes, 1910-1912
inclusive).
Classifications
Discipline
Library
Student Organizations
Commencement
Student Publications
Lyceum
Catalog
Honors

chairman
chairman
chairman
chairman
member
member
member
member
chairman

19101910-1912
191019111910-1916
1910-1913
1911-1912
1912-1922
1919-

A listing of committees is not available for the period prior to
1910, but there is little doubt that she served as chairman of the
committees indicated above as they came into being.

She turned over the

chairmanship when someone else could take the responsibility for the task.
There were only 12 faculty members before 1910, and everyone did their part,
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but Edith Dupre had the energy, the willingness, and the ability to
perform any duty.

She was particularly talented in her organizational

ability and in her ability to inspire others.
Dr. Stephens knew that he could depend on Edith Garland Dupre to
organize and execute any project.

She had the talent for inspiring

people to work beyond their recognized abilities, and both students and
the faculty went along with anything she said because they knew it would
be for the good of Southwestern (Girard, September 26, 1970).
indicative of her leadership are submitted in Appendix VI.

Reports

The Report of

the Classification Committee shows the provisions which were made in
scheduling classes for students who were not sufficiently prepared in
certain areas of work.

From the report of the Committee on Student

Organizations one can notice the care with which Edith Dupre planned the
activities of the literary societies to meet the cultural and social needs
as well as the intellectual needs of the students.
When Mr. V. L. Roy left Southwestern in 1904 to become
superintendent of Avoyelles Parish, Professor Edwin F. Gayle of Lake
Charles was appointed and designated as chairman of the committee on
"Entrance, Examinations and Classifications" (Gazette, September 24, 1904).
Professor Gayle remained only one year, and it is assumed that Miss Dupre
became chairman of Classifications at that time.

Queries regarding

admission, examinations for entry and classification were directed to her
as early as 1907.*

The work of this committee included additionally,

Correspondence between Edith G. Dupre and W. J. Avery, Principal,
Lafayette Schools, dated March 7 and 11, 1907. Presidential Papers,
Dupre Library Archives, University of Southwestern Louisiana, Lafayette.
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recording grades, gathering roll call, preparing class schedules, and
the school calendar, keeping a record of textbooks, and establishing
rules regarding attendance, promotions, and certification for graduation
(Faculty Minutes, 1910-1922 inclusive).

These duties were the

responsibility of Miss Dupre and were performed with the aid of the
president's secretary.

In 1918 Miss Olive Caillouet, who had been that

secretary since her graduation in 1913, was appointed Registrar
(M. Jochem, August, 1937:133).

The Classifications Committee remained

the policy-making body for the Registrar, and Edith Garland Dupre served
as chairman until her retirement in 1944.
Miss Dupre was designated as chairman of the Discipline Committee
in the early years.

Edith Dupre resided in the Girls' Dormitory and

served as assistant to "Lady" Baker, the matron, who was "chosen by reason
of superior fitness for the important responsibility of having to exercise
parental supervision over the young ladies in her care, and to direct,
advise, and befriend them in their school work and their daily life"
(USL Catalog, 1910:14).

In 1910 the Discipline Committee was composed

of Edith Dupre, chairman, Mrs. Farinholt, Miss Gabrielle Hebrard, and
Miss Elizabeth B. Kelly.

The duty of this committee was to supervise the

boarding students in their school work and to communicate with the parents
when necessary (M. Jochem, August, 1937:141-142).

Students were not

allowed to leave the main building to go to the dormitory without
permission from Miss Dupre.

Tardiness at roll call was an offense for

which a student was disciplined.

When Miss Dupre moved out of the

dormitory in 1912, Miss Hebrard became disciplinarian of the girls and
chairman of the committee (Faculty Minutes, 1910-1922 inclusive;
September, 1912).
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Unitl 1910 Miss Dupre was designated as teacher of English and
French.

Miss Leftwich, teacher of Latin, and Miss McLaurin, the physical

education teacher, taught some English classes.

In 1910 Miss Gabrielle

Hebrard was employed as the French teacher and as a part-time English
teacher.

Miss Dupre then became full-time English teacher.

It is

assumed that Miss McLaurin devoted all of her time thereafter to the
physical education department.

In 1912 Mr. Harry L. Griffin was employed

as history teacher and part-time English teacher along with Miss Leftwich.
In 1920 Miss Anne Delie Bancroft and Mrs. Clara Hall were added to the
English faculty when Miss Leftwich left Southwestern (Hoffpauir, 1944:81;
USL Catalogs, 1904:18; 1910:6; 1912:35; 1902:304).
The Library
During the summer of 1911 Edith Garland Dupre, accompanied by
her sister, Lilybel, attended the first summer school offered at Johns
Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland.

Two letters written to

Dr. Stephens show her keen sense of humor and her determination to build
up the library.
July 9, 1911
239 Biddle St.
Baltimore, Md.
Dear Dr. Stephens:
The ghost appeared to me when I arrived at the Belvidere
Friday morning. I thank you very sincerely for giving him (?)
such a definite and prompt sendoff. The above address will be
mine until the middle of August, so I shall not have to send
you a score or more messages as to my probable whereabouts on
the first of next month.
What about the library? Shall I go ahead this summer after
conferring with the Library Committee, chiefly Mrs. Farinholt,
and order one or two hundred dollars worth of books? You know,
I am bent on having them there at the opening of school;
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otherwise we shall be all the session putting them into the hands
of the children.
Yours faithfully,
Edith G. Dupre
239 W. Biddle St.
Baltimore, Md.
August 7, 1911
Dear Dr. Stephens:
What has become of 'the ghost1?
excited about him. If you have not
rejoicing, please do so at once, if
In plain English, 'I'm on the verge
financially speaking.' I certainly
hastening to my rescue.

I am beginning to get
yet sent him on his way
you value my friendship.
of hanging by my eye-lashes,
shall appreciate you

I want to talk to you about the library. Shall I go ahead
and make a list of books amounting to one hundred dollars and
send it to you with recommendations? I am very anxious to have
the library expanded by that much before the opening of school.
If we wait, we shall spend another profitless session, in so far
as cultivating a taste for reading is concerned; for after the
work of the session is once started we shall not find time to
secure the books. I still hope to spend more than $100, but I
shall be satisfied with that for the first order. Amy Young
wrote to me, saying that she has been informed by you that the
whole matter of selecting a librarian has been left to me. I
replied that so it had, but that you and I had decided not to
employ a regular librarian, but to offer the position with very
shortened hours and proportional small pay, to one of the
advanced pupils. That was right, was it not?
*

The following January of 1912 Mrs. Gustave Breaux gave an annuity
of $100 to the library for addition to the Gustave A. Breaux collection
(Advertiser, January 19, 1912).

This annuity doubled the budget of the

library, and Miss Dupre's hopes for expanding the library were realized.
The faculty continued to divide the work of the library on
Saturdays and week days among themselves, there being no regular

^Letters from Edith Garland Dupre to E. L. Stephens in the files
of the Librarian, Dupre Library, University of Southwestern Louisiana,
Lafayette.
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librarian.

In 1916 Mrs. Louise G. Clegg was employed as librarian.

However, the responsibility for buying the books and establishing
policies remained with Edith Garland Dupre.*
The library was aided by gifts of people of the area.

The

most notable was that of Colonel Gustave A. Breaux, who brought his
first gift of books to the library in 1902.
a buggy full of books for the library.

Each year he would bring

In 1912 a portrait of Colonel

Breaux was presented to Southwestern and the collection was expanded
by an annuity established by Mrs. Breaux at this time, forming the
Gustave A. Breaux Memorial Collection.

In 1917 Southwestern was visited

by Gus. A. Breaux of Louisville, Kentucky, a son of Colonel Breaux, and
he pledged an annual contribution on behalf of himself, his brother,
Mr. Locke Breaux of New Orleans, and his sister, Mrs. Charles T. Ballard
of Louisville, to be donated at Easter time.

By 1922 the Breaux

Collection amounted to 831 books (Faculty Minutes, April 23, 1971).
In addition to her contribution to the library, Mrs. Breaux,
then living in Princeton, New Jersey, gave the "Gustave A. Breaux Cup
for Oratory in the Schools of Southwest Louisiana" to stimulate interest
in oratory.

The cup was presented at the annual spring Interscholastic

Athletic and Oratorical Association rally held at Southwestern (USL
Scrapbook, Spring, 1914).

Many years later, in 1962, C. Ballard Breaux,

a grandson of Colonel Breaux presented a manuscript to the library, a
contribution of the third generation of the Breaux family.

The

*Unpublished reports on Southwestern Library in files of the
Librarian, Dupre Library, University of Southwestern Louisiana,
Lafayette.
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manuscript, in Judge Breaux's fine handwriting, was a French translation
of the poem, "Evangeline”, dedicated to the Louisiana Acadians (Advocate,
May 20, 1962).
Growth of Student Activities
Among the most important student organizations were the Attakapas
and Avatar literary societies, to which about half of the students of the
school belonged.

The two societies met every week.

One Saturday in

every month was given to social activities, and the other three meetings
were devoted to a joint debate between two members of each society.
of these three meetings was open to the public.

One

At the end of the year

the Julian Mouton Medal was awarded to the best debater in a contest
held at Commencement (Faculty Minutes, May 26, 1913).
In 1914 Miss Dupre felt that a little incentive was needed to
inspire the two societies.

She donated an oaken shield with a bronze

plate bearing a five-pointed star surrounded by a laurel wreath with one
word beneath, "Vicimus" (We have conquered!).

The Dupre Shield was

awarded to the society which won the larger number of debates during the
session.

If one society won the shield for three successive years, it

would have the glory of keeping the shield permanently.

Each year the two

societies would vie for the honor of winning the Dupre Shield.

In the

twenty years that the Dupre Shield was awarded, it was won permanently
twice by the Attakapas and twice by the Avatars (Hoffpauir, 1944:55).
Upon the recommendation of the Student Organizations Committee
and the Classifications Committee, membership in one of the societies
was made compulsory for graduation.

Beginning with the 1915 session

all students were required to be members during at least one term of
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their course.

Students in the teacher training courses were required

to be members every term because it was "regarded as highly important
that those who are teachers should know how to conduct public meetings
in parliamentary order and how to teach students to do so" (USL
Catalog, 1915:31).
Intercollegiate Debating at Southwestern was an outgrowth of
the Intercollegiate Athletic and Oratorical Association which was
activated in 1904.

During the years that Southwestern participated in

the contests, 1904-1910, Lake Charles, Marksville, Crowley, New Iberia
and St. Martinville high schools took part in the oratorical contests.
Not once did Southwestern enjoy the glory of winning!

Although

Southwestern withdrew from the contests due to the increased size and
standing of the institution, it remained as host and manager of the
annual contests (USL Scrapbook, September 15, 1924-January 6, 1925,
Spring, 1925).
The Student Organizations Committee, whose chairman was Edith
Dupre, launched Intercollegiate Debating about 1912 between State
Normal at Natchitoches and Louisiana College at Pineville (Advertiser,
March 12, 1912; May 7, 1912).

By 1916 debates were being held with

Centenary, Louisiana College, State Normal, Ruston, and St. Charles
(Dalferes, August 23, 1970).

These debates were held until 1917 when

they were interrupted because of World War I (Vermilion, April 12, 1921).
At a faculty meeting on February 15, 1912, President Stephens
appointed a committee to consider a yearbook for Southwestern.

The

committee, composed of Mr. Bittle, Mr. McNaspy and Miss Dupre, lost no
time, for on May 25, 1912, only three months later, the yearbook arrived

and was voted a success (Faculty Minutes, February 15, 1912; May 25,
1912).

There is little doubt that Miss Dupre was responsible for this

feat.

Characteristically, however, students were given credit, and the

title page reads, "published by the students of Southwestern Louisiana
Industrial Institute" (L'Acadien, 1912: title page).

The name adopted

for the yearbook was L 1Acadien in honor of the Acadian people who
settled in Southwest Louisiana about the middle of the 18th century.
The first book was dedicated to Robert Martin, author and
sponsor of the legislative bill which established Southwestern, who
was called the "Father of Southwestern" (L'Acadien, 1912: title page).
The second annual, in 1913, was dedicated to President Stephens and
directed by Miss Hopkins, the art teacher.

The third issue of L'Acadien

published in 1914, was dedicated as follows:
In recognition of the inestimable services to the Senior Class
of 1914 and to the Southwestern Louisiana Industrial Institute
from its foundation, this volume of L'Acadien is gratefully
dedicated to that peerless teacher of English and inspirer of
students, tireless worker, loyal helper, faithful friend and
noble woman,
EDITH GARLAND DUPRE (L'Acadien, 1914: n.p.).
Histrionics had always been a part of the program of the
Attakapas and Avatar Societies.

The first closing exercises in 1902

and every program at Southwestern included a theatrical performance.
Whether the idea of a Dramatics Club originated with the students or
with Edith Garland Dupre is not known.
the students the credit.
and the officers were:

Edith Dupre would have given

The group was formed in 1914 with 32 members,
Claude Rordam, president Yvonne Amandez,

business manager, Yolande Resweber, secretary, and Elise McConnell,
treasurer.

Three plays were presented that year:

"The Mistletoe Bough,

56
"The Taming of the Shrew," and "Two Strings to Her Bow" (L'Acadien,
1914: n.p.).

Wilmot Dalferes was one of the early members of the club

who recalls:

"Miss Dupre stood at the bottom of the stage in the

auditorium of old Martin Hall near the piano, and she would direct our
plays--tell us how to say our lines and where to go and what to do"
(Dalferes, August 23, 1970).

Miss Dupre assisted the Dramatics Club

until 1921, when Mrs. Clara Hall joined the English faculty and took
charge of dramatics (Vermilion, November 6, 1920; L'Acadien, 1922: n.p.).
Sans Souci
Miss Dupre and Miss McLaurin roomed together in the Girls'
Dormitory.
the boys.

In 1904 that dorntitory was renovated and turned over to
While the new Girls' Dormitory was being built, a residence

was rented to serve as a girls' dormitory, and it was named "The St.
Charles"--a three-story wooden structure nearby.

Miss Dupre and Miss

McLaurin moved in along with Miss Mabel Leftwich, who had joined the
faculty in 1903 (Hoffpauir, 1944:71-78).

By 1905 the new dormitory was

ready for occupancy, and the ladies took up residency there, serving as
assistants to "Lady" Baker, the matron, until the year 1912.
At this time Edith Garland Dupre and her friend, Hugh D.
McLaurin, decided to build a house together and to ask Miss McLaurin's
mother, to come to take care of them (Autobiography). The house was
built at 128 Cherry Street, three short blocks from the campus, and it
was named "Sans Souci," (without worry, or not a care) after the
palace of Frederick the Great of Germany (Vermilion, January 15, 1954).
The name was carved on a cement slab in front of the house.

Several

years later they were joined by Miss McLaurin's sister, Miss Sorintha
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McLaurin.

Here in a unique companionship they enjoyed the charms oL' a

delightful home and shared these Joys with their many friends
(Autobiography; Advertiser, December 31, 1943:10).
The Lafayette Public Forum
At the organizational meeting of the Lafayette Public Forum on
November 10, 1912, E. L. Stephens was elected president, Mrs. A. B.
Denbo, vice president, Miss Edith Dupre, secretary-manager, Wm. Clegg,
treasurer.

Dr. Stephens also appointed Miss Dupre to the program

committee in charge of forensics.

The object of the Forum, as stated

in its constitution, was:
. . .to associate together those interested in social and civic
culture by providing for the benefit of the general public
lectures and addresses on civic, economic, social, literary,
philosophical and ethical themes, together with high class
musical attractions. It is to be non-sectarian and non-partisan
and to serve as a clearing-house of public opinion upon all
activities towards civic and social progress (USL Scrapbook,
1912-1913:1-27; Gazette, November 11, 12, 1912).
The meetings, which were open to the public, were held every Sunday
at four o'clock in the Music Hall above the Moss Pharmacy.

Each program

consisted of musical numbers by musicians of Lafayette and a lecture.
The Forum, which was the only one in the state outside of New Orleans,
served a very fine purpose.

At the end of the year the group had to

sponsor a fund-raising program to pay a few outstanding debts, and
although an effort was made to revive the Forum the following year,
reorganization was not successful (USL Scrapbook, 1912-1913:1-27).

A

list of topics for the Lafayette Public Forum of 1912-13 may be found
in Appendix V.
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Phi Beta Kappa
Scholarly recognition came to Edith Garland Dupre again in
June, 1915, when she was elected as a member of the learned society of
Phi Beta Kappa by the Tulane chapter.

She had been honored as

valedictorian of her high school class and had been chosen to present
her class of 1900 to the Newcomb Alumnae.

Since that time she had been

continuously devoted to promoting culture and learning as a teacher of
English language and literature at Southwestern, where she was in effect
"Dean of the Faculty" (Advertiser, April 20, 1915).
Alpha Chapter of Louisiana was established at Tulane in 1909,
six years prior to Miss Dupre's recognition.

Dr. Archibald Henderson

of the University of North Carolina, renowned scholar in modern
literature, spoke at the meeting on "The Awakening of the South."

He

stated that the South, which had been slow to display its literary and
artistic abilities, was then awakening and would soon be known as the
"cradle of the best literature, and the most noted in artistic
achievements."

Of the five initiates, Edith Garland Dupre was the only

alumnae (Picayune, June 3, 1915).
The Newcomb Unit
When the United States entered World War I, many women volunteered
to work overseas in various capacities.

Miss Dupre joined a group of

Newcomb alumnae organized to work with the Red Cross.

At the signing of

the Armistice, the Newcomb Unit, as the group was named, was shifted to
the YMCA.

The Newcomb Unit was composed of Edna Danziger, Celeste

Eshleman, Nettie Barnwell, Anna Many, Marion Monroe, Molly Palfrey,
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Caroline Richardson, and Edith Garland Dupre.*

Before leaving

Southwestern Miss Dupre was presented with a gold watch as a token of
love and esteem from the faculty and students.

She left in December,

1918, and joined the group in New York, where they attended a week's
conference at Barnard College.

They did canteen work while waiting for

their sailing, and finally sailed on board the Carmania for Liverpool
on January 8, 1919.*
Edith Dupre described her participation in overseas service in
her autobiography:
In the Summer of 1918, I was invited to become a member of the
Newcomb Unit which had been organized by my Alma Mater for over
seas service. I accepted; and accordingly after having obtained
another leave of absence from the Industrial, I set sail from
New York on January 8, 1919. (We all regretted our inability to
get across before the signing of the Armistice.) I was sent to
Rome, Italy, to do Canteen work there. At the end of my four
months in the Eternal City, I took a wonderful trip through Italy,
spending my "leave" in that way. I visited Naples and its
surroundings (Amalfi, Sorrento, and Capri), Venice, Florence, and
Milan. I must not fail to record that I attended mass in the
Pope1s private chapel and that I received communion from the Holy
Father's (Benedict XV1s) own hands. I also was fortunate enough
to have an audience with him.
Upon leaving Italy, I reported to Paris for a new assignment.
However, when I reached headquarters, I learned that the American
forces were being steadily removed from France and that the
welfare workers had been ordered to go home as fast as possible.
Consequently, I was headed at once for America; but it took me
from July 1 to July 14 to get away. This was due to the extreme
congestion on the ships bound for New York at that time. This
epistle was begun at Morgat, a little village near Brest where we
were waiting to embark, and now it is being finished on "The
Rotterdam" (Autobiography).

*Extract from "Louisiana in the War" published by the Times
Picayune, (Tulane University Library, New Orleans), n.d.
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Miss Caroline Richardson, leader of the Newcomb Unit wrote
Dr. Dixon, President of Newcomb, that Edith Dupre was the best known
person of the group.
And do you know who was the best known person of our group?
Edith Dupre. I don't know how many people I have met recently
whom I recognized as of our New York Conference of the Y.M.C.A.
or the New York Club House, who knew me by sight as I knew them.
They always say: 'I don't remember your name, but you're in the
Newcomb Unit, and how is Miss Dupre?' And the reason is Edith
Dupre can think of more kindly things to do for people than
anyone I ever knew (USL Scrapbook, news clipping, March 29,
1919:84).
At the end of this decade there occurred several incidents
which demonstrate Edith Garland Dupre's humility and generosity of self.
The incidents here described are included to point out her impact as a
teacher and as a person.

She used every opportunity to teach loyalty

to the school, love for one another, service to one's fellow man, and
the value of what is important.
While she was in Europe Miss Dupre wrote several letters to the
students, addressing them to the Vermilion. The most impressive letter
was written to the Alumni which reveals her love for the students and
the inspiration she imparted to them:
Dear Alumni:
In about a month, you will be holding your annual reunion and
even at this distance, I cannot refrain from sending you a message
to be read on that occasion. I want you to know that no matter
how many wonderful experiences may be crowded into this year for
me, 1919 will not be complete because of my enforced absence from
the feast of reason and the flow of soul that always marks Alumni
night at Southwestern.
The assurances of loyalty that you express anew each year
through your chosen spokesman serve as a stimulus to us, your
friends of the faculty to keep our hearts pure and our lives richer
in order that we may be truly worthy of your faith in us and in
your Alma Mater. I shall think of you all, therefore, and with
each heart beat I shall hear in fancy your splendid words of
devotion to Southwestern as I have heard them in the past when I
have sat in your presence on Alumni night and stored away in my
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heart's treasure house the memory of those inspiring words in
which you are more each year to pledge the best that you have
to give to the glory and the honor of Southwestern.
My life is so completely bound up in yours, that in spite
of my absence, I shall always be with you in spirit whenever
S.L.I.I.'s sons and daughters assemble to renew their affection
for one another and for their precious Alma Mater.
I send each one of you a message of love and the hope that
you may all return in 1920 to let me tell you again, but then
face to face, that my constant prayer is that I may live so as
to deserve the friendship of the kind of men and women that
you have grown to be and now, I ask each one of you when
Dr. Stephens reaches this part of my letter (you see, I'll not
consent to having anybody but him read this message even
though he may have to struggle with my hieroglyphics)--well,
as I started to say, at this point I ask each one of you to
imagine that you see me standing before you and that you are
listening to the sound of my voice, and if you do, I shall feel
that at least I shall have been as intimate a part of your
gathering as it is possible for anybody to be at a distance of
four thousand miles.
Faithfully yours,
Edith G. Dupre
(Vermilion, July 26, 1919).
Four thousand miles had not hushed that voice that always issued
a word of praise to the graduates.

"When Dr. Stephens had finished

reading the letter, the building fairly trembled with applause"
(USL Scrapbook, 1908-1924:94).
Foster Mother
When Miss Dupre returned from Europe in September, 1919, she
found herself a foster mother not only to the boys and girls of
Southwestern, but also to Olga Yosipovitch, a Serbian girl who was being
educated by the students and alumni of the Institute.

Dr. Rosalie

Slaughter Morton, a surgeon of New York, was head of the International
Serbian Educational Committee which had undertaken to bring 60 Serbian
students to America for an education provided they would return to their
native land and teach there.
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After hearing Dr. Morton tell of the story of stricken
Serbia in her appeal to American students, the senior class
of 1919 at Southwestern Institute, nearly one hundred in
number, pledged themselves for as much as ten dollars a
piece to provide for one or more Serbian students to be sent
to Lafayette. The money was raised within a week
(Presidential Papers, April 29, 1920).
Olga Yosipovitch arrived in September, 1919, unable to speak
English.

Speaking fairly well in French, she was able to get along

with the students in this French-speaking area.

Miss Dupre was

appointed her "college mother," giving her lessons in English and
directing her course of study (Presidential Papers, April 29, 1920).
During her four years at Southwestern Olga was very popular
with the students and faculty, who cooperated to help her in her social
life and in her studies (Vermilion, March 24, 1921).

Every student to

enter Southwestern after 1919 and prior to 1922 took up the project
undertaken by the senior class of 1919 and pledged money from their
first monthfe pay for the Serbian Fund.

The senior class of 1919 had

provided funds for a Serbian student to be sent to Lafayette.

The

students from 1919 to 1922 provided the funds necessary for the return
of the student to Serbia after her graduation from the four-years'
course.

Southwestern was the only school of the fifty or more in the

whole country helping in this work, which had gone so far as to provide
money for this purpose (Vermilion, October 22, 1921, January 12, 1922,
October 26, 1922).

That Miss Dupre instigated the project is not known,

but she played an important part.
service to others was stressed.

In many activities which she sponsored
This project is an example of that

service to others which she taught students at Southwestern.
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Upon the recommendation of Edith Garland Dupre, chairman of the
Classifications Committee, the faculty granted a special diploma to
Olga at the Commencement Exercises in 1923 (Faculty Minutes, 1922-1938,
March 17, 1923).
Through the kindness and interest of Edith Garland Dupre a
young Rumanian also became a protege of Southwestern.
Chervase came to Lafayette in May, 1920.

Constantin

After many hardships in

Rumania during the war years he had come to America, arriving in New
Orleans where he found work at Kolb's Restaurant.

When he read accounts

in the paper about the Serbian girl, Olga, he wrote to her.

Olga gave

his letter to Miss Dupre, and in a few weeks the young man reported at
the Institute.

The student body and faculty, particularly Miss Dupre,

helped him to get work during the afternoons and helped him in his
school work (Vermilion, December 22, 1920).
Edith Garland Dupre was foster mother of all students.

As was

stated, Edith Garland Dupre served on every committee except athletics,
music, and boys' discipline.

But Edith Dupre was interested in every

activity at Southwestern, and her influence was also felt in these
spheres.

Mr. C. J. McNaspy, who was director of boys' athletics, had

joined the faculty in 1909 and worked on many projects with Miss Dupre
in which the boys were involved.

Miss Hugh D. McLaurin, director of

physical education for girls, lived with Miss Dupre at "Sans Souci."
The two ladies would sometimes accompany an athletic team on trips to
other colleges.

Not only did Miss Dupre show the teams her support and

her interest by attending their games, she made public her faith in the
boys as men.

When the football team lost a championship game in 1920,

she wrote the following letter which was published in the Vermilion:
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December 8, 1920
To the Members of the Southwestern Football Team:
May I express my admiration of the splendid manner in which
you fought your way through this season's hardships--even though
the way did not lead to what is commonly known as victory?
There has never been a team at Southwestern that deserved
more praise from the Student Body and the Faculty than do you-in spite of the fact that you did not win the championship of our
association. You have really been an inspiration to all of us in
your willingness, nay your eagerness to give the best that is in
you for the honor and glory of Southwestern. Remember this in
looking over your record for 1920, thereare other achievements
by which success is measured than simply the achievement of
victory. We value above all things yourloyalty to your school
and your enthusiasm for fair play.
Faithfully your friend,
Edith Garland Dupre
(Vermilion, December 10, 1920).
President Stephens was the head of Southwestern, and Miss Dupre
was the heart of the college (Dalferes, August 23, 1970).

She used

this means to teach the boys on the team to be manful and to value the
important.

She used the school paper to teach the entire student body

the same lesson.

Chapter 3
1921-1944 -- SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA INSTITUTE
OF LIBERAL AND TECHNICAL LEARNING
PROFESSOR AND HEAD OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
1921-1931
As chairman of the Classifications Committee Edith Garland Dupre
helped to guide the academic standards at Southwestern toward making it
a four-year college in 1921 and accredited by the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools in 1925.
On October 7, 1918, a unit of the Students Army Training Corps
was established for which entrance requirements was the completion of
high school (USL Scrapbook, 1908-1924:82).

As the unit completed the

two-year course in the spring of 1920, Dr. Stephens appointed a committee
to plan a four-year college course for Southwestern.

The committee was

composed of Edith Garland Dupre, chairman, C. J. McNaspy, Fuller M.
Hamilton, Harry L. Griffin, and A. G. Bond (Faculty Minutes, February 23,
1920).

As a result, three four-year courses were offered in September,

1920:
The Literary Course leading to the degree of Bachelor of Arts.
The Home Economics Course leading to the Bachelor of Science
in Home Economics.
The courses in Education leading to a two-year diploma and to
the degree of Bachelor of Science in Education being conferred upon
those completing the four-years' course (USL Catalog, 1920:18).
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Southwestern became a four-year college and the first bachelor's
degree was granted in 1921.

It still retained the high school or

preparatory department separate from the college.

The name of the

institution was changed by the State Constitution of 1921 to
"Southwestern Louisiana Institute of Liberal and Technical Learning,"
and control was given to the State Board of Education (E. L. Stephens,
1938:4-5).
Mr. Irving P. Foote was appointed dean of the School of
Education to administer the programs in teacher education, and Miss
Edith Garland Dupre was appointed dean of the College of Arts and
Science to administer the other courses of study.

Miss Dupre was on

leave in Washington, D. C., during the 1921-22 school year, and in her
absence Harry L. Griffin was appointed acting dean (Faculty Minutes,
September 13, 1921).

Upon her return to Southwestern in 1922, Miss

Dupre refused the deanship, preferring to remain in the classroom with
the students.
As soon as Southwestern offered four-year college courses,
Dr. Stephens and his faculty desired to become recognized as an "A-Class"
school.
. . .Now that we were a college, or two colleges in one, our great
desire was to become recognized and have a real college, comparable
to the standard colleges of the country— making all changes
necessary to conform to appropriate standards (E. L. Stephens,
1938:5).
The necessary changes were made, and full accreditation in the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools was achieved at the Charleston
meeting on December 6, 1925 (E. L. Stephens, 1938:5).
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The Library
Mrs. Louise Clegg had been in charge of the library since 1916
with the help of students.

According to one of these students, Inez

Neyland, Miss Dupre was in fact the director of the library, as she was
chairman of the Library Committee.
Nothing went on that she didn't know about and that she had
not approved of. Mrs. Clegg was not a trained librarian, and
Miss Dupre had her eye on where the library money was spent.
When Mrs. Clegg wanted advice on anything, she went to Miss Dupre.
Dr. Stephens depended on her a great deal (Neyland, August 27, 1970).
In the spring of 1923 Miss Mary Booth, a professionally trained
librarian from Eastern Illinois Teachers College arrived to organize the
library so that it would meet the standards of the Southern Association.
The library was moved into its new quarters in the newly-built Girard
Hall, and Miss Lois Shortess joined the faculty as librarian in the
summer of 1923.

"This gave Southwestern the distinction of having the

only professionally trained librarian in the State" (Mamalakis, April
22, 1942:3).

The library now contained almost 6,000 books, 75 magazines

and 6 newspaper subscriptions (Vermilion, October 5, 1923).

Now that

the library at Southwestern was in the hands of a professional librarian,
Edith Garland Dupre's work as director was done.

However, she remained

a member of the Library Committee which functioned in an advisory
capacity with Mr. Hamilton as chairman (Faculty Minutes, September 15,
1924).
The characteristics of true leadership in Miss Dupre are evident.
She had the talent to organize and direct others without driving them.
She could inspire cooperation and participation, and then she could
delegate authority with the use of general supervision.

Ultimately,
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she stepped aside when a capable person could take over.

Ruth Stodghill

Girard, who became a member of the faculty in 1920 said of Miss Dupre:
"She never took unto herself anything that somebody could do or wanted
to do.

Any particular place higher than anyone else she would not

consider" (Girard, September 26, 1970).

The Literary Program
As chairman of the Student Organizations Committee, Miss Dupre
worked continuously in guiding the formation of the many organizations
which were established from 1920 to 1930.

Social fraternities and

sororities, honorary fraternities and sororities, and religious
organizations sprang into existence at this time.

The two literary

societies--the Attakapas and the Avatars--gave impetus to the inter
collegiate debate and oratorical activities.
The friendly rivalry which had begun in 1902, when the Avatar
Society was founded to challenge the Attakapas, continued and was
sustained over the years.

The Julian Mouton Debate held at commencement

was the culminating activity of the year, and the weekly debates kept
the contest for the Dupre Shield alive during the year.

The two clubs

were vehicles through which Miss Dupre taught parliamentary procedure,
public speaking and debating, research skills, and English composition.
Musical numbers and dance or gymnastic numbers provided entertainment
at the monthly meetings, bringing in other departments to add interest
(Faculty Minutes, May 26, 1913).

Since all students were required to

belong to one of the literary societies and received credit for their
participation, the whole school was involved in these programs
(Faculty Minutes, January 12, 1920).
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In 1921 the enrollment at Southwestern was over 500, and it was
evident that so large a group could not participate sufficiently to
earn a credit.

Because the organizations lacked Miss Dupre's strong

leadership while she was on leave during 1921-22 and 1923-24, criticism
of their function arose.

Therefore, when Miss Dupre returned, she

recommended that the two societies merge, becoming the Attakapas and
Avatar Debating Club; that literary work no longer be required for
certificates and degrees conferred by Southwestern; and that the
programs of the societies exclude all numbers but those "devoted to
the encouragement of debating" (Faculty Minutes, February 18, 1924,
September 29, 1924).

The Debating Club served to train students for

intercollegiate debate, as debates between teams representing the two
societies were regular features of the weekly programs.

From the ablest

debaters developed in these contests two teams were selected that
represented the Institute in debates with other colleges.
Intercollegiate debate, which had been discontinued in 1917
because of the war, was resumed when the first debate was held on
Friday, April 1, 1921, against Louisiana College at Pineville (Vermilion,
April 12, 1921).

In 1922 Miss Dupre inaugurated a department of Public

Speaking as an adjunct to the English Department.

Mr. E. E. Roberts

was employed to teach courses in public speaking and argumentation which
were offered for the first time as formal courses (USL Catalog, 1922:
51-54, 1923:74).

Although all matters relating to debating between the

two societies and between Southwestern and other colleges were placed
under the direction of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Bolyard, Miss Dupre remained
"supreme arbiter" of the debates (Faculty Minutes, September 25, 1922).
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In 1926 Miss Dupre sought to get collegiate credit again for
those students participating in debating.

At the faculty meeting on

January 27, 1926, the following motion was approved:
Miss Edith Dupre, chairman of the Classification Committee
recommends that students making an intercollegiate or any other
major debating team shall receive a credit of one session hour
for their work provided that two faculty members act as
trainers and give grades that the work seems to merit, and
provided that the time and labor devoted to the preparation of
the debate be approximately that which is spent on any other
three hour term subject in our curriculum (Faculty Minutes,
January 27, 1926).
Thus credit was again given for debate.

In addition to the men and

women's debating teams, Southwestern students took part in the Louisiana
Women's Oratorical Contest and the Intercollegiate Peace Oratorical
Contest which were held annually (Faculty Minutes, 1922-1930 inclusive).
Under Mr. Roberts and, after 1926, under Mr. DeLaRue, the inter
collegiate debate program at Southwestern was expanded to include
national contests.

By 1929, there were scheduled 16 debates with other

colleges and universities (Faculty Minutes, November 11, 1929).

The

following year a chapter of the national debating fraternity, Pi Kappa
Delta, was established at the Institute (Faculty Minutes, April 7, 1930).
Edith Garland Dupre was closely associated with these activities
throughout the period.

She encouraged the program by working with

students in the Attakapas and Avatar Debating Club to develop their
abilities, as she had always done.

At every faculty meeting and every

assembly she had an announcement to make pertaining to student
activities.

She thus kept the faculty and student body well informed

of the accomplishments of the debaters.
The Dramatics Club, first organized in 1914, had been a regular
and interesting feature of the student activities.

As a result of the
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labors of Miss Dupre, the club put in several short comedies each year
which were generally given at the meeting of the literary societies
(Vermilion, April 13, 1923).

In 1922 this work was delegated to

Mr. E. E. Roberts, who was assisted by his wife, Alice Steele Roberts.
Known as the "Cajun Crew," "The Strollers," and the "Evangeline Players
of Southwestern," during the next few years, the students presented
plays at Southwestern and at high schools in the area.

The group would

present a play at a high school and allow the money to be used for
scholarship purposes or for the benefit of the local school.

The Club's

purpose was "to bring college life home to the various schools, make a
closer connection between the secondary schools and colleges, and to
present in concrete form the great work that is being done along Little
Theater lines in real home entertainment" (Vermilion, April 13, 1923).
After Mrs. Roberts' death in 1926, the troupes no longer
performed at the high schools.

Miss Matheson directed dramatics in

1926-27 (Faculty Minutes, April 25, 1927), and Mr. Mallison, professor
of history, took over the task from 1927 until Mrs. Mary Reed accepted
the duty in 1937 (Faculty Minutes, November 14, 1927; L'Acadien,
1927-1937 inclusive).
The activities of the Dramatics Club aroused the interest of a
group
1925.

in the city to organize a Dramatic Study Club in the spring in
The group first met in the studio of Miss Emily Huger with

Miss Dupre as chairlady in charge of the study work (USL Scrapbook,
September 15, 1924-January 6, 1927:34).

English Department
In 1920 the English Department consisted of three teachers-Miss Dupre, Anne Delie Bancroft, and Mrs. Clara Hall.

In 1922
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Mr. E. E. Roberts joined the faculty to teach public speaking which
became a separate department until 1928 when it was dropped.

Miss Mary

Gitchell replaced Miss Dupre when she was on leave in 1921-22, and
Mrs. Alice Roberts taught English classes between 1923 and 1926.

Miss

Joan Miller joined the faculty for a short period from 1923-27, and
Mr. Albert Pettigrew Elliot joined the faculty the same year.
Leftwich Pelletier returned to the faculty in 1925.

Mrs. Mabel

The first South

western graduate to join the faculty was Muriel McCulla in 1927.

She

became Dupre Honor Professor in 1956 and remained at Southwestern until
her retirement in 1967.

In 1930, therefore, the English faculty consisted

of Edith Garland Dupre, head of the department, Anne Delie Bancroft,
Albert Pettigrew Elliot, Mabel Leftwich Pelletier, and Muriel McCulla
(USL Catalog, 1920-30 inclusive).
Travel and Study, 1920-1930
It has been mentioned that Miss Dupre was on leave during the
1921-22 school year and also in 1923-24.

She spent the winter of 1921

in Washington, D. C., visiting her mother and her brother, Garland, who
was a congressman.

From her visit she brought back rich experiences to

share with her students.

She had attended the impressive services when

the Unknown Soldier was buried in a temporary crypt at Arlington Cemetary
on Armistice Day, November 11, 1921.

She had also attended the Washington

Conference on limiting naval armaments where she had heard two of the most
prominent world figures in the League of Nations--Arthur James Balfour,
the British statesman, and Aristide Briand, the French leader well known
as an impressive orator.*

*Letter to Dr. Stephens from Miss Dupre published in the
Vermilion, December 23, 1921, p. 1, col. 3.
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Edith Dupre and Hugh D. McLaurin requested leave for the summer,
1923 and for the school year 1923-24.

They had decided to sell the

Stoddard Library books and were assigned to Denver, Colorado.

This

endeavor proved profitless, as the two Southwestern teachers sold not
one set of books (Hoffpauir, 1944:83-84).

The fall of 1923 found them

at the University of Washington in Seattle where Miss Dupre enrolled in
four courses:

history of architecture in the Renaissance, contemporary

literature, English drama, and a history of 19th century French
literature.*
In December she returned to Louisiana when her beloved grand
mother, Julia Bullard Garland, died at age 92 in Opelousas on December 31,
1923.

Two months later, on February 21, 1924, Miss Dupre's brother

Garland died suddenly at his residence in Washington, D. C.

He had been

a member of Congress from the Second District of Louisiana since 1910.
His excellent library was left as a legacy to his favorite sister, Edith,
who in turn selected those books which she felt would be of greatest use
as reference volumes to the college library and presented them to
Southwestern.*
The summer of 1924 found Edith Garland Dupre teaching at South
western.

It was this year that the family decided to abandon the summer

home, "Happy Hill," which the Dupre sisters had maintained since 1905 at
Skyland, North Carolina.

It had afforded a happy vacation spot for

twenty years (Autobiography).

*Letter from University of Washington Libraries to the writer
dated September 29, 1970.
*News release re books of Garland Dupre donated by Edith Dupre.
Presidential Papers, Dupre Library Archives, dated April 10, 1924.
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Each summer thereafter, Miss Dupre, usually accompanied by
Miss McLaurin, embarked on an interesting vacation tour.

During the

summer of 1926 they went to Galveston, Texas, and returned by sea trip.
The summer of 1927 Miss Dupre and Miss Hebrard enrolled at New York
University, where Miss Dupre took courses in retailing.
toured New England.

Afterward they

Perhaps her interest in retailing courses denotes

that she was thinking of opening a book shop in the future.

The summer

of 1928 she enrolled at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor and
visited Toronto, Canada.

The following summer, 1929, she enrolled at

the University of Wisconsin (Dupre, unprocessed materials).

Committee Assignments
In 1922 President Stephens appointed a committee to recommend
students for positions and for loans.
and Edith Dupre served as a member.

Harry L. Griffin was made chairman
By this time superintendents were

looking to Southwestern for qualified teachers.

The Loan Fund, which had

been established by the Alumni in 1909jhad grown to a considerable amount
(see page 40).

Because of the increased enrollment there was an increase

in applicants who had to be screened.

Miss Dupre served on this committee

with Dean Griffin until 1938 (Faculty Minutes, December 18, 1922,
October 20, 1924; USL Catalog, 1938:5).
By 1924 the number of social and religious organizations had
grown to such an extent that it was necessary to distribute the work of
the Student Organizations Committee.

Miss Dupre recommended the following

sub-committees:
Sororities--Miss Harriet Hayes, Dean of Women, chairman
Fraternities— Dr. W. S. Dearmont, chairman
Socials--Miss Harriet Hayes, chairman
Debating--Mr. Roberts and Mr. A. P. Elliot in charge
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Honorary Fraternities and Sororities--Mr. E. G. Feusse, chairman
Religious Organizations--Miss Delie Bancroft, chairman (Faculty Minutes,
September 15, 1924).
As General Chairman of the Student Organizations Committe^, Miss Dupre
kept in close touch with each of these committees.

As time passed,

however, the committees became independent except for the general
policies which were directed by the parent committee.
The Student Body Association
The Student Body Association grew out of the Southwestern Social
Service Society, organized in 1922 upon recommendation of the Student
Organizations Committee to offer its members an opportunity "to enjoy
one another's companionship in a refreshing and wholesome manner" and
"to arouse in them a desire to look after the welfare of their fellow
students and to help them in so doing to quicken their own spiritual
life" (Faculty Minutes, September 25, 1922).

The social aspects of the

literary societies and those of the religious organizations were taken
over by the SSSS.
body in 1922.

John Carter became the first president of the student

He was followed the next year by Inez Neyland.*

In the fall of 1924 the Student Body Association was formed with
Ralph Squires as president, and Miss Dupre was the faculty adviser.

The

student council was composed of the executive officers of the student
body and the presidents of various clubs.

Through this body Edith

Garland Dupre guided the activities of the various student organizations
in their efforts "to help the student body for its own good and for the
good of Southwestern1s spirit" (Vermilion, November 6 and 13, 1924).

*File in Office of the Dean of Women, University of Southwestern
Louisiana, Lafayette. .
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Miss Dupre tried to instill in student leaders the attitudes of
true leadership--an awareness of the needs of others and the willingness
to give of one's self to help others and to contribute to the betterment
of the institution.

She felt that:

Education is not to be confused with scholarship. . .no man
can be considered educated until he comes to understand that
there are other people in the world besides himself and other
problems besides his own. He is kind; for he can imagine readily
the circumstances under which other people live and act. . .
(Selected Addresses. 1944:15-16).
Red Cross Drive
Edith Garland Dupre served as chairman of the Red Cross Drive at
Southwestern from its inception in 1920 and for 20 years thereafter.
was

It

her custom to let the two literary societies wage a friendly fight

for the greater number of Red Cross members.

When the Student Body

Association was formed, she immediately gave that body charge of the
drive which was conducted from Armistice Day until Thanksgiving each
year (Vermilion, November 6 and 13, 1924).
By this time Miss Dupre was recognized as an influential community
leader.

As the request of the Lafayette Parish Chapter of the American

Red Cross, she wrote an appeal in behalf of the work which shows her
ability to inspire others to action:
My dear Friends:
May I add my word to all that has been so fitly said and is
still being said here and elsewhere in behalf of the American
Red Cross? It is not because of any sense of failure
on the
part of those who have given themselves so generously
to this
campaign for membership that I find myself prompted to sound
this note of appeal. On the contrary the splendid efforts of
all those who are working for the Red Cross in our community
have certainly borne good fruit! We, the people of Lafayette,
however, have always cherished such lofty ideals that whenever
the cause of humanity is bound up in any undertaking, we can
be satisfied with only the highest achievements. Thus has it
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ever been and thus may it ever be as the hope of all who love
the fair name of Lafayette and wish to see her lead the way
to usefulness and peace.
If any of you may have unthinkingly delayed about sending
your membership to the Red Cross, it would be well to recall
the old proverb which says: 'He gives twice who gives quickly.1
This does not mean, I take it, simply that a ready response
serves in the end a larger purpose, but that your promptness,
besides making certain your gift, serves further to inspire
your neighbor to hurry forward with his.
We are justly proud of every one of the splendid achieve
ments of our local Red Cross chapter; but--I feel myself safe
in saying that the work which touches most deeply the hearts
of all of us is that accomplished by our wonderfully well
organized clinic for cripples in Lafayette. If that were the
only good that could possibly result from our joining the
Red Cross, no one would deny that it would be infinitely worth
while. In thinking of this, let us imagine ourselves in the
presence of the Master when He said: 'Even as you have unto
it done the least of these, you have done it unto me.' Then,
indeed, shall we be inspired to show our love for Him by
helping to strengthen the cause of one of the finest agencies
for good in the world today--The American Red Cross.
Faithfully yours,
Edith G. Dupre
(USL Scrapbook, 1924-1926, November 1924:23).
Her appeal to a cause of humanity brought out the best in the citizens
of Lafayette and in her students.

It is no wonder that the students

at Southwestern usually contributed ten percent of the parish quota
each year.
The Newman Club
The Newman Club at Southwestern was organized in 1924.

It was

an outgrowth of the Southwestern chapters of the National Council of
Catholic Men and the National Council of Catholic Women which had been
established in 1921 under the guidance of C. J. McNaspy and Edith
Garland Dupre.

The first officers of the Newman Club were:

Hubert

Bourgeois, president; Joseph A. Riehl, vice president; Mildred Bourdier,
secretary; and Loda Mae Ligon, treasurer (Students' Handbook, 1945-46:113).
The club became affiliated with the Federation of College Catholic Clubs,

78
which had been first established in New York in 1915 and which had
chosen Cardinal Newman as patron for its clubs.

Their object was to

foster spiritual, intellectual, and social interests of its members
(Meyer, 1938:11-12).

Joseph A. Riehl was sent as a delegate to its

national convention in Philadelphia the first year, and Hubert Bourgeois
was sent the second year.

It was in that year also that the first

Students' Handbook was published with Gladys Viator as editor.

The

introduction of that first handbook reads:
The Newman Club is an organization established for the purpose
of inspiring all Southwestern men and women of the Catholic faith
to study and love their religion, to help themselves and others
to get the most out of their college life, and to promote in every
way the highest interest of Southwestern.
In publishing this handbook the Newman Club dedicates itself
to the pleasing task of introducing Southwestern to her future
sons and daughters. It is in the spirit of true service that we
send this little book on its way to guide many a bewildered
freshman along the road to happiness and truth (Students' Handbook.
1924-25:n.p.).
There is little doubt that Edith Garland Dupre wrote this introduction
and directed the wording.

The Newman Club's handbook, which was

published for the first time in the summer of 1924 and presented to
every freshman in the fall, was an outstanding contribution to South
western.

Published annually, it served as a guide to all freshman for

almost 30 years until it was replaced by the Bulldog Barks.
Even during the first year of its existence, the Newman Club was
an active, progressive organization.

Meetings

in Martin Hall, and communion breakfasts were
of Columbus Home.

were held every two weeks
held monthly at theKnights

The fervor of the Newman Club and the splendid leader

ship of its faculty advisors, from the beginning, continued through the
years and was responsible for the erection in

1942 of a beautiful Catholic

chapel on the campus with a student center and Reverend Paul M. Fuselier
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as resident chaplain (Students' Handbook, 1924-25:113).

Joseph A. Riehl,

the first vice president, later adviser to the Newman Club and faculty
member, described Miss Dupre's part in the establishment of the Newman
Club thus:
She was the prime mover behind the whole thing to get these
Catholic students to begin the Newman Club. She was the
inspiration of the whole outfit, and she as much as Mr. C. J.
McNaspy worked for it. She was the dynamo. The Newman Club
would have come into existence eventually, but not when it did.
She was responsible for that. She was dynamic.
Not only did she bring it about, but stayed with it after
it began. She never lost her interest in the Newman Club. She
organized it, nurtured, cherished it and she saw that it grew.
I can't exaggerate her part in the birth and organization of
the Newman Club at Southwestern (Riehl, August 1, 1970).
Honors Program
Edith Garland Dupre was appointed chairman of the Honors Committee
in 1917 with Miss Gabrielle Hebrard and Mr. C. E. Carnes to look into the
matter of encouraging honesty in examinations and texts.

This effort to

encourage the students to head a movement for the adoption of an honor
system did not materialize because the faculty did not have faith in it
(Faculty Minutes, October 18, 1917, November 26, 1917, January 9, 1918).
Prior to this time, Miss Dupre as chairman of Classifications recommended
students to the faculty for honors at commencement.

As chairman of the

Honors Committee she continued this duty until 1923 when she went on
leave and Mr. Hamilton became chairman of the Honors Committee (Faculty
Minutes, September 12, 1923).
At the faculty meeting on May 20, 1923, a committee composed of
Miss Dupre, Dr. Dearmont, Mr. Roberts, Miss Hartzell and Miss Huger was
appointed to consider awarding "S" medals to debaters and orators and a
bronze medal with "S" and "Drama" on it to members of the Dramatics
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Club (Faculty Minutes, May 20, 1923).
presentation was made.
1923-24.

No record was found that this

Edith Garland Dupre was away the following year,

On January 26, 1925 Miss Dupre presented a petition from the

Student Council that a medal or letter be awarded to students who earned
honors in debate or other literary contests (Faculty Minutes, January 26,
1925).
This suggestion resulted in the institution of tapping ceremonies
each spring to recognize and honor students who excelled in scholarship
and leadership in activities of the larger college training.

A gold pin

with an emblem consisting of a laurel crown enclosing the letter "Sn was
given to students winning such distinction.

The first tapping ceremonies

for the "Wearers of the Emblem" were held in May, 1925.

Miss Dupre

delegated Mr. A. P. Elliot, a member of the English faculty, to direct
the program, and he was thereafter charged with the Honor Emblem Society
(Faculty Minutes, May 4, 1925).
The following year, 1926, tapping ceremonies were held for honor
society students, but gold pins were not awarded.

That fall Miss Dupre

was determined to secure the pins which had been promised the students.
At a November faculty meeting the following took place:
Miss Dupre inquired as to what success the committee on honors
had had in securing the money to pay for the pins that have been
promised the honor students who were tapped by order of the
Faculty in the spring of 1926. Upon being advised that the above
committee had not been able to secure from Mr. Bittle (business
manager) a promise to provide money for the purpose mentioned
above, Miss Dupre made a motion that a committee be appointed to
thresh out this whole problem and to find ways and means of securing
money enough to purchase the honor emblems referred to above. This
motion was carried and the committee was appointed, consisting of
Miss Dupre, Dean Smith, and Mr. McNaspy (Faculty Minutes,
November 15, 1926).
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The committee later reported to the faculty that Mr. Bittle had
agreed to authorize expenditure for the purchase of honor emblem pins,
and when the pins were received Miss Dupre offered a resolution that
they be presented at the next assembly (Faculty Minutes, May 10, 1927).
Miss Dupre was tenacious in working for the best interests of the
students of Southwestern.
The "Wearers of the Emblem" as instituted in May, 1925, in
recognition of "scholarship, leadership, promise of a superior type of
usefulness, and high sense of honor" was the most important honor the
Institute bestowed (Faculty Minutes,

January 26, 1925).

The tradition

of "Wearers of the Emblem" continued

until 1944, coincident with

Miss Dupre's retirement (Students' Handbook, 1944:121-123).

However,

recognition of honor students continued under another name.
The honorary men's fraternity, Tau Alpha Chi, was established
in 1922.

The following spring Miss Dupre checked the averages for the

girls and called a meeting of the honor students for the purpose of
organizing an honorary sorority.

To

be eligible the student had to have

an average of "B" or better in every one of her classes for at least
two terms.

The charter members who met in Miss Dupre's home were:

Elizabeth Lyman, Crowley, Arts & Sciences, Sophomore
Katherine Lyman, Crowley, Arts & Sciences, Junior
Inez Neyland of Washington, Arts & Sciences, Senior
Anne Carter, Lafayette, Teacher Training, Sophomore
Lettie Mae Thomas, Roanoke, Teacher Training, Sophomore
Portia Funderburg, Lake Charles, Teacher Training, Freshman
Evelyn Desmarais, Opelousas, Teacher Training, Sophomore
Lelia Guidroz, Lafayette, Commercial, Freshman
(Vermilion, April 26, 1923).
Kappa Pi Epsilon, as the sorority was named, together with the
Tau Alpha Chi fraternity, merged with the Honor Roll of Students in 1926,
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since their conditions were essentially the same (Faculty Minutes,
April 12, 1926).

In 1930 Miss Dupre reported that she had been in

communication with the national officials of Phi Beta Kappa with a view
of having a chapter organized at Southwestern (Faculty Minutes, May 12,
1930).

This effort to become affiliated with Phi Beta Kappa did not

materialize.
American Association of University Women
In the Fall, 1927, a group of university women met in the home
of Mrs. R. H. Bolyard to organize the local chapter of the American
Association of University Women.

Edith Garland Dupre, one of the leaders

in its founding, served as vice president for several years.

Meetings

were usually held in Miss Dupre's office in Girard Hall on the campus.
The group set about immediately with the help of the Woman's Club and
the Alethian's Club to organize the Lafayette Public Library Association
(USL Scrapbook, October 19, 1927-January 10, 1928:9, 24, 53, 69).
Another project of this group was the planting and preservation
of trees.

Dr. Stephens told the group of his plans to make the South

western campus famous for its live oak trees, and, as a result, the
AAUW sponsored the planting and preservation of live oak trees in the
city of Lafayette.

As vice president, Edith Garland Dupre, spoke on

numerous occasions to the civic clubs of the city with the effect that
the entire community became involved in the two projects (USL Scrapbook,
January 17, 1929-January 18, 1930:51).
The library project did not materialize into the establishment
of a parish public library at this time, but the town was made conscious
of the need for a library, and the ladies did establish a library which
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they helped to maintain until the public library became a reality many
years later.

The town of Lafayette became aware of its beautiful oak

trees, some of which were saved from destruction by Miss Dupre's
insistence.
Spirit of Southwestern
Martin Hall, the original building at Southwestern, was enlarged
and rededicated on November 25, 1929.

As was his custom, Dr. Stephens

called on Miss Dupre, senior member of the faculty, to be chairman of
the committee in charge of the program.

After the president of the

student body and the two deans of the colleges had traced the growth of
Southwestern, Miss Dupre addressed the assembly to speak on the "Spirit
of Southwestern."
If I were asked today to name the three constant principles
that have shaped the destiny of this college, I would say in
ringing words--loftiness of aspiration, honesty of purpose, and
generosity of comradeship.
From the very first day of its existence there has been some
thing more going on in this college than simply the meeting of
teachers and pupils within the walls of a classroom. As the years
sped by, there went abroad a rumor to the effect that any boy or
girl could always find at SOUTHWESTERN something that is the very
essence of education--the combination in one person of a teacher
and a friend. How this has come to pass, I cannot say; but I do
know that it is as much a tribute to the students as it is to the
faculty. It is indeed a circle, not a vicious one, but a circle
of shining gold that encompasses all that is rare and precious in
the life of a college. This is, I should say, SOUTHWESTERN'S
deepest tradition.
. . .There has been, we like to think, in our life and work a
magic touch of the spirit of learning; but hand in hand with the
genius of study there has also walked, we hope, the spirit of true
manhood. For it is the highest duty of a real college to prepare
its men and women for the whole of life rather than for any
particular part of it. With this in mind, we have tried to make
SOUTHWESTERN not a preparation for life, but life itself.......
(Institute Bulletin, December, 1929:16-17).
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The "Spirit of Southwestern" of which she spoke was in reality
her own spirit which she instilled
doubt that Edith

in the students.

There islittle

Garland Dupre was synonymous with the"spirit of

Southwestern" (see p. 47).
The highregard with which Miss Dupre was held
was described by

by the students

the editor of the Vermilion in 1929:

Perhaps it is because of her unselfishness and simplicity
that Miss Dupre has become the confidant and friend of all her
students. Perhaps it is because of her depth and sympathy that
we all go to her for comfort, for advice, and for knowledge.
She is so approachable, so frank, and so soothingly comfortable
that one seldom sees her without at least seven or eight students
in attendance.
The Debating clubs owe their existence to Miss Dupre, and
without her guidance they would not be the successful organi
zations which they are, for her intelligent responsibility
inspires her associates to assume and bear well their share of
the work. She does not make people accomplish things by driving,
but by inspiring them. No one wonders that her classes are
closed so quickly.
Miss Dupre's desire to be a friend and helper of the students
is realized; perhaps to an unwise extent, for she gives of her
time so much that her physical strength is drawn upon greatly.
Miss Dupre comes nearer to possessing what Drummond calls
'The Greatest Thing in the World' than anyone of whom we know,
and by her possession of it we sometimes catch a spark of her
creed, 'Love and Service to Others'..........................
(Vermilion, November 5, 1929).
PROFESSOR AND HEAD OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
1931-1944
By 1930 Southwestern had reached an enrollment of 918 students
and a faculty of 44 persons.

There were two new dormitories--Buchanan

Hall for women and Judice Hall for men--and Martin Hall had been enlarged.
The library was housed in Girard Hall, and a new Science Hall had been
built.

Southwestern had been recognized by the Southern Association of

Colleges and Schools, by the American Council on Education, and by the
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American Association of Colleges.

In ten years, by 1940, the enrollment

of the college had grown to 2,354 (USL Catalog, 1940:20).

English Department
In 1930 there were 5 members of the English Department, and by
1940 the department had grown to 12 members, offering 23 courses in
English, 2 in journalism, and 7 in speech.

The course offerings in the

English Department were as follows:
English 100,110
English 200,210
English 201,204
English 206
English 300
English 302
English 303
English 304
English 307
English 310,312
English 321,322
English 341
English 342
English 405
English 413
English 414
English 415
Journalism 210
Journalism 212
Speech 200
Speech 221
Speech 241
Speech 321
Speech 332
Speech 400
Speech 421

Composition and Rhetoric
English Literature
Literature for Commerce, Engineering, Agriculture
and Liberal Arts (science) students
Exposition
American Literature
Advanced Composition
Short Story
Novel
Nineteenth Century Poetry
Shakespeare
Comparative Literature
History and Development of Drama
Play Production
History of English Language
Chaucer
The Essay
Language
Elements of Journalism
Editorial and Feature Writing
The Fundamentals of Speech
First Year Debating
Debating
Advanced Debating
Persuasion
Advanced Argumentation
Oratory
(USL Catalog, 1940:153-159).

No public speaking had been taught at Southwestern since
E. E. Roberts had left in 1927 until 1932 when James J. Barry was
employed to teach public speaking, debating, and business correspondence
(Faculty Sketches, September 16, 1940:9).

In 1938 Roy D. Murphy joined

the English faculty to take over the public speaking and debate
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activities at Southwestern (Faculty Sketches, September 16, 1940:20),
and in 1943 the courses in speech were transferred to the Department of
Fine Arts (USL Catalog, 1943-44:131).

Later a Department of Speech was

created in the College of Liberal Arts.
Miss Dupre was always aware of the needs of the students.

From

her experiences with the many fine young men who had been in her classes,
she knew the problems that some of them had to study Shakespeare, Milton,
Browning, Chaucer or Scott.

Therefore, she instituted special English

Literature courses (English 201, 204) that would be directed toward the
main interests of the students in commerce, engineering, agriculture, or
the sciences in the College of Liberal Arts.

To help these students to

appreciate poetry, she published an anthology for science students
entitled Life's Compass, for which she chose poems that might relate
to their interest as follows:
The Fulness of Time
James Stephens
Rossetti
What Can I Give Him
Rossetti
Uphill
The Bridge
Author Unknown
Flower in the Crannied Wall
Tennyson
Bulwer Lytton
Unbelief
Wisest of Men
Author Unknown
Chartless
Dickinson
Trees
Kilmer
If
Kipling
A Ballad of Trees and the Master
Lanier
Self-Dependence
Arnold
Days
Emerson
Four Things
Van Dyke
The Tiger
Blake
Columbus
Miller
Mother O'Mine
Kipling
(Life's Compass, March 1, 1939: contents page)
From the beginning in 1900 many outstanding lyceum programs were
brought to Lafayette by the college for the benefit of the students and
the community.

Miss Dupre, strangely, served on the Lyceum Committee
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only one year, 1911-1912, although many of the programs were related to
the English curriculum.
In 1928 the English Department initiated a series of lectures
by Dr. Brandt V. B. Dixon, President Emeritus of Newcomb College
(Faculty Minutes, March 19, 1928).

"Dixon Week," as the series became

known, was held each spring in March or April for about ten years,
1928-1937 (Faculty Minutes, April 26, 1937).

A typical "Dixon Week"

program follows:
Tuesday:

TRANSCENDENTALISM to classes in AmericanLiterature
BEAUTY to classes in art
Wednesday:
MILTON to classes in comparative literature
and
English Literature
PSYCHOLOGY to classes in psychology
Thursday:
VIRGIL AND DANTE to English classes
THEORY OF COLOR
Friday:
AGE OF EARTH to classes in geography
SPANISH ART
CURIOUS FACTS AND NUMBERS to classes in mathematics
(Faculty Minutes, April 26, 1937).
Another series of lectures sponsored by the English Department
to enrich the program were the Ellsworth lectures presented in 1929 and
1930 by Dr. William Webster Ellsworth.

These lectures centered on

English Literature:
The Joy of Writing
The New Poetry
Queen Elizabeth and her Times
Shakespeare and Old London
Milton, Bunyan, and their Times
Queen Anne and her Times
Dr. Johnson and his Circle (Faculty Minutes, April 7, 1930).
In the spring of 1927 the English Department sponsored a poetry
contest.

Realizing the greater interest in English which has developed

at Southwestern, Miss Dupre wanted to encourage poetry on the campus and
to identify students who were interested in poetry, hence this contest.
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The newly-organized Scribblers' Club had sprung into existence "as a
result of a strong sentiment among the students for some means by which
those students displaying literary merit might be given adequate
recognition and encouragement"

(L'Acadien, 1927:n.p.).

There were 5 members in the Scribblers that first year:

Anna

Virginia Mitchell, Marion Prieto, Spencer Barnett, Eugene Kearney and
Walter Ragan.

The group planned to publish an undergraduate book of

verse, but apparently it was not successful in doing so (Vermilion,
May 4, 1927).

Each year the Scribblers reorganized, and sometimes

their endeavors were published in the Vermilion. The Scribblers
sponsored essay contests for freshman students, or for high school
students in an effort to encourage creative writing.

The first work of

the Scribblers, called The Circle, was published in 1933 (The Circle,
1933).

There may be several reasons why this name was chosen instead

of Lagniappe, which was the name first suggested.

Perhaps it was so

named because of the circular driveway which had been laid out in front
of the main building in 1901.

The circle had been chosen for the

heraldic seal adopted in 1925, and Edith Dupre again referred to the
circle in 1929 at the rededication of Martin Hall as signifying South
western' s deepest tradition

"the generosity of comradeship" between

students and teachers which is "the essence of education."
. . .It is as much a tribute to the students as it is to the
faculty. It is indeed a circle, not a vicious one, but a circle
of shining gold that encompasses all that is rare and precious
in the life of a college. This is . . .Southwestern's deepest
tradition (Selected Addresses, 1944:11).
No further record could be found of The Circle until 1939 when it
appeared as Scribblers' Script with Miss Mary Dichmann as adviser
(Scribblers' Script, 1939).
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An anniversary edition was published in 1943 which contained
the best writings of Scribblers during the ten-year period.

The

dedication on this issue read:
To Edith Garland Dupre, A.B., A.M., This book is dedicated
in gratitude for unmeasured interest in and innumerable favors
granted to Scribblers' Script, 1933-1943 (Scribblers' Script,
1943:n.p.).
Miss Dupre had given time, encouragement and inspiration to the fledg
ling writers over the years to produce creative work.
in them, and they lived up to it.

She had faith

The dedication of their anniversary

publication to Miss Dupre shows the appreciation that the Scribblers
had for her guidance.
The Attakapas and Avatars
During the decade of the 1930's the societies which Edith
Garland Dupre had founded in 1901 and 1902, having become a joint
society called the Attakapas and Avatar Debating Club,continued to
promote training in extemporaneous and formal debate and in parliamentary
practice.

The organizational format remained basically the same.

At

the weekly meetings questions of national and international interest
were discussed.

The Dupre Shield was awarded to that society which won

the greatest number of debates during the year, and the year's activities
were climaxed with the Julian Mouton Debate, which recognized the best
individual debater.

The debating clubs served to train students for the

intercollegiate literary activities on the state and regional levels
(L'Acadien, 1939:104).
Although Edith Garland Dupre was loyal to any group with which
she was associated, she was especially loyal to the two societies which
she had founded.

At the faculty meetings and at the student assemblies
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she faithfully made reports on the progress of the societies and of
their activities in intercollegiate debates and oratorical contests,
although she had delegated the work of active leadership to other faculty
members.

Mr. DeLaRue had supervised intercollegiate debate since 1928.

In 1937 Miss Dupre recommended to the faculty that James J. Barry be
given charge of the intramural debating committee, and in 1939 Roy D.
Murphy took charge of intramural and intercollegiate forensics (Faculty
Minutes, May 17, 1937; Vermilion, May 10, 1940).
Judge Julian Mouton, founder of the Julian Mouton Debate in 1902,
presented the Julian Mouton medal to the best debater at the 33rd annual
debate held on Friday, June 1, 1934 (USL Scrapbook, September 16, 1933September 15, 1934:112).

The last recorded Julian Mouton Debate was

held at Commencement in 1939, being the 38th consecutive year that the
debate was held at Southwestern (Advertiser, April 28, 1939:7).
The Dupre Shield was awarded for 29 years, having been instituted
in 1914 and last mentioned in the L'Acadien in 1942.

It was this year

also that last mention was made of the Joint Forensic Society composed
of the Avatars and the Attakapas (L'Acadien, 1942:177).

These debate

societies at Southwestern had served to promote the social, cultural and
intellectual development of students for 41 years.

Their activities by

this time had been incorporated in speech courses, and the social aspects
of the clubs had been replaced by Pi Kappa Delta, national forensic
society, and the many other student organizations on the campus
(Vermilion, May 13, 1930) •
The Attakapas and Avatar Literary Societies were the first
student organizations established at Southwestern with Edith Garland
Dupre as adviser.

From these two societies grew the Student
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Organizations Committee of which she was chairman for 38 years.

In 1939

Maxim Doucet became chairman of that committee, but Miss Dupre remained
a member until 1941.

She had served the student organizations for 40

years (USi Catalog, 1939:9, 1941:6).
Other Activities
Edith Garland Dupre was involved with a number of organizations
to which she gave unstintingly of her time and efforts.

She continued

to participate in the Newman Club, which was the largest organization
of students on the campus.

She was active in the American Association

of University Women, the Catholic Daughters of America, and the St.
Mary's Sewing Guild.

She gave unselfishly to any organization which

needed her support or her talent, and she remained loyal to that
organization as long as she was needed.

However, when a capable person

could take over her duties, she gladly delegated the responsibiliy to
them.

She did not seek glory in any endeavor, she only sought to serve

others.
When the Lafayette Parish Tuberculosis and Public Health
Association,

was formed in October, 1931, Edith Garland Dupre was

selected to serve as a member of the Executive Board (USL Scrapbook,
January 21, 1931-March 20, 1932; Advertiser, October 1931:119).
Miss Dupre was a life member of the Newcomb and Tulane Alumni
Association, and when former students of Newcomb met in 1938 to organize
a Newcomb Club, Edith Garland Dupre was among the charter members (USL
Scrapbook, September 19, 1937-May 13, 1938; Advertiser, May 11, 1938:137).
As the years passed, the Newcomb Club met at an annual luncheon where
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Miss Dupre' became the honored guest.

She was never known to miss a

meeting until 1970 (Ihtller, August 19, 1970; Davis, August 26, 1970).
Miss Dupre enjoyed travel.

Each summer during the 1930's she

would embark on a tour to the northeastern part of the United States
and Canada.

She visited Montreal, Amherst (Nova Scotia), Ottawa, Canada,

and St. Clair, Michigan.

In 1932 and 1933 she visited in Washington,

D. C., with her sister, Mrs. McNeese, whom she persuaded to give some
history lectures at Southwestern (Dupre, unprocessed material).
Edith Garland Dupre joined Dr. Stephens during the *30's in his
efforts to preserve the oak trees in the area.

As has been previously

mentioned, the American Association of University Women, of which Miss
Dupre was vice president for several years, adopted the preservation
of oak trees as one of their projects.

Miss Dupre did not hesitate to

prevail on whoever was responsible for saving a tree.

An incident

typical of her concern and her influence occurred in July, 1934.
In front of the Stelly home on Lafayette Street, just three
houses away from the Dupre home, "Sans Souci," stood an oak tree which
had been threatened several times because it was in the way of the
widening of the street.
cut down.

Miss Dupre just would not allow the tree to be

For this reason it became known as the "Dupre Oak" (Gouaoux,

August 10, 1970).

As the years passed, the tree became diseased, and

the city was having it cut.

The workmen were in the process of felling

the tree when a neighbor called Miss Dupre at school to tell her what
was happening.

Immediately she left her class and persuaded the workmen

to halt until she could talk to Mayor Robert Mouton.

The mayor gave

Miss Dupre authority to repair the tree at her own expense.

Through the

Woman's Club, the American Association of University Women, the Alethians,
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and Les Vingt-Quatres Club, funds were raised to pay the cost.*

When

interviewed by a reporter about the incident 24 years later Miss Dupre
stated, "So the old tree was treated, and won a reprieve.

Just as

people have surgery and recover, so did the tree, and it has done well
ever since" (Advertiser, July 6, 1958:23).
Miss Dupre was noted for the innumerable small but meaningful
ways that she was helpful to people and it was in these ways that she
perhaps was most effective in accomplishing larger goals.

The Grand

children's Day is an example of her strategy.
President Stephens had expressed a desire to keep the friendly
spirit of Southwestern between students and faculty which he felt set
Southwestern apart as being different from other colleges.

He also

expressed the hope that students
should continue to be carefully guided and held under rather
close tutelage until their graduation, instead of being led
to believe that they themselves in a brief college career have
become authorities in matters of morals, religion and government
(Faculty Minutes, October 24, 1932).
As a member of the committee to develop more systematic contact on the
part of the faculty with the students, Edith Dupre inaugurated "Grand
children's Day Celebration"

(referring to Southwestern's grandchildren)

in the spring of 1933.

object was to bring together students whose

The

parents had attended Southwestern.

She felt it would "make students

realize that Southwestern is a well-rounded and stable college because
of the diligent labor of many men and women in the past and the untiring
efforts of those of today" (Vermilion, May 1, 1936, May 7, 1937).

*Letter from Mayor Robert Mouton to Edith G. Dupre; promissory
note to George Guilbeau forrepairing the tree, and receipts to clubs
for donations, in unprocessed material of Edith Garland Dupre.
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The celebration was held annually for several years.

Also the English

Department during this period found reason to entertain the students
who were majoring in English at tea in order to strengthen the
associations of students with teachers (Faculty Minutes, May 15, 1933).
The year 1936 marked the 100th anniversary of the City of
Lafayette.

Part of the elaborate Mardi Gras celebrations to mark this

milestone was a Centennial Pageant held at Southwestern on February 21,
1936.

The pageant was taken from the history of Lafayette written by

Dean Harry L. Griffin entitled, The Attakapas Trail. Dr. Stephens and
Miss Dupre wrote two of the sketches.

Appropriately, Miss Dupre, being

a descendent of the Acadians, wrote and directed the episode entitled,
"1770--Arrival of the Acadians," and she composed the poem, "The One
Hundredth Birthday of Lafayette Parish," for the occasion.
This is thy birthday, then, 0 Lafayette;
One hundred years ago it was that thou
First saw the light of civic glory dawn
On these thy prairies fair and forest pure,
Since then have come within thy portals wide,
Peace, Justice, Truth, and Fair Democracy,
And walking hand in hand with even gait,
Behold thy daughters three who bear the names
Of Art, of Music and of Drama too,
Now, having shown thy worth unto all men,
Thou movest with thy train in bright array
To take the place on high reserved for thee.
See where America in all her pride
Stands ready wreath in hand to deck thy brow (Griffin, 1959:181).
Alumni Clubs
During the 1931-32 academic year Dr. G. J. Tinsley director of
the Extension Division was responsible for the organization of a number
of alumni clubs in the area.

Having always been interested in fostering

the spirit of Southwestern among the former students, Miss Dupre took an
active part in this endeavor.

She spoke at the initial meeting of each
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group in Lafayette, Crowley, New Iberia, Opelousas and Jeanerette
(Vermilion, March 8, 1932, May 10, 1932; Faculty Minutes, April 27,
1932, February 29, 1932).
Every year the Alumni Association had many requests from various
clubs for Miss Dupre's attendance at their meetings.

Since it was

impossible for her to go to 15 or 20 places the same night, the associ
ation asked her to visit with the clubs by means of the annual radio
program which was broadcast on Alumni Night.

The program held on

March 5, 1936, emanated from Martin Hall and was broadcast over four
radio stations (Vermilion, March 6, 1936).

The object of this program

was to solicit the support of the alumni clubs in getting legislation
passed for the completion of the building program at Southwestern.
Following President Stephens, who outlined the needs of the college in
terms of additional buildings, Miss Dupre delivered one of her most
inspiring talks on the meaning of their education at Southwestern.

She

chose the words inscribed on the seal of the college to convey her
message--Fortiter, Feliciter, Fideliter (bravely, happily, faithfully)
(Alumni Bulletin, March, 1936:1).
Miss Dupre gave the older alumni credit for writing the motto
silently upon the seal for succeeding generations to live up to:
. . .these words must have inscribed themselves upon Southwestern1s
seal because some of you older Alumni had already begun to shape
the destiny of your college by meeting life bravely, happily, and
faithfully (Alumni Bulletin, March, 1936:1).
She spoke of how bravely Southwestern1s sons and daughters had lived and
how bravely some of them had died, mentioning that people do not have
to go to war to prove their courage.
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If our students have lived bravely. . .it is equally true that
they have lived happily. . .For Southwestern tries to cultivate in
her sons and daughters that which constitutes the highest kind of
happiness--the development of the intellect and the cultivation
of virtue. In particular Southwestern has always tried to keep her
students happy by encouraging them in the wise, wholesome, and
refreshing use of leisure. She has always tried to give them a
sense of humor along with a sense of value so that they can achieve
a richer joy in living, and so keep their youth, their health, and
their happy spirits. . .
The bulwark of Southwestern is the loyal and generous hearts of her
individual Alumni. . .(Alumni Bulletin, March, 1936:1).
She addressed the Alumni in the same manner that she had addressed them
as students.

She continued to instill in them the high ideals of South

western 's spirit that she had taught in her classes.

At the same time

she appealed to that spirit of loyalty and generosity for the support
Southwestern needed at this time.
Administration Changes
On January 3, 1938, Dr. Edwin L. Stephens, who had been president
of Southwestern since its founding, was retired (Faculty Minutes,
January 3, 1938).

He and Edith Dupre were the only two remaining

members of the first faculty of 1901.

They had worked together harmo

niously for 37 years to build Southwestern into an accredited four-year
college with an enrollment of almost 2,000 students, and words could not
express the regard Dr. Stephens had for Miss Dupre when he left South
western.

In a routine letter concerning books he would have recommended

for the library, Dr. Stephens (December 8, 1937) wrote:
Dear Miss Dupre:
If I were not retiring, as I shall be next week, from the
presidency of Southwestern Louisiana Institute, I would ask
Mr. Flack to get some of Father Donnelly's books, especially
this one entitled, "Literature, The Leading Educator". I have
the impression that it would prove to be something useful to
some of your classes. So I am passing these leaflets to you,
and I trust you will get Mr. Flack to order some of these books.
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With special good wishes to you for continued happiness in
your splendid service in the teaching of English at Southwestern
under my administration during these thirty-seven years, I remain
Sincerely yours,
Edwin L. Stephens
Pardon this casual sort of paragraph--which seemed to pop up as
it were in the day's work!
Reverend Rickey, who was pastor of the Methodist Church in
Lafayette explained the relationship of Miss Dupre and Dr. Stephens,
saying that Dr. Stephens was "the administrative head of Southwestern,
and she was the balance wheel that kept the institution on a straight
road" (Fletcher, July 27, 1970).

During the 37 years of working

together for the betterment of Southwestern, Dr. Stephens knew that he
could depend on Edith Dupre's support in any endeavor which was for the
good of the college.

She was enthusiastic and indefatigible.

Her

boundless enthusiasm in every project lent the kind of impetus needed
for its success.
On two occasions Edith Garland Dupre led the faculty in adopting
resolutions in support of Dr. Stephens to be forwarded to the State
Board (Faculty Minutes, April 15, 1926, May 22, 1929).

There were times,

however, though they were few, when she had the courage to let
Dr. Stephens know that she did not approve of certain action.

A committee

of young men headed by Dr. Hollis Long, proposed:
to study the content and organization of curricula and courses
of study in SLI, and to propose, if need be, reorganizations
which may be essential to the achievement of the purpose for
which the institution is maintained, and for which the curricula
and courses of study are organized (Faculty Minutes, April 16, 1934).
The courses had just undergone reorganization and evaluation the previous
year, when Southwestern had adopted the semester plan (Faculty Minutes,
January 9, 23, 1933).
by Joel L. Fletcher:

The incident that occurred as a result is described
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The chairman of that committee summoned Miss Edith Dupre,
G. G. Hughes, and Joel L. Fletcher to appear before his
committee and show cause for their work being retained. That
went out on Thursday or Friday, and Dr. Stephens was out of
town. On Monday morning Miss Dupre led a committee consisting
of G. G. Hughes and Joel L. Fletcher into the president's
office. She stood there with that notice in her hand, and
shaking with rage said, 'You call that young man and cancel
that committee'(Fletcher, July 27, 1970).
No further mention was found of this committee or of the study in the
faculty minutes.
Mr. L. E. Frazar, a native of Beauregard Parish in Louisiana and
a graduate of Southwestern, class of 1928, succeeded Dr. Stephens and
became the second president of the Institute in January, 1938 (Vermilion,
January 7, 1938).

During President Frazar's encumbency the building

program envisioned by President Stephens was realized.

Fourteen new

buildings and many improvements were completed on the campus.

At the

annual alumni broadcast in April, 1938, President Frazar announced that
the new academic building which comprised the quadrangle would be named
the Edith Garland Dupre Hall to honor the head of the English Department
(USL Alumni News, March, 1939:10).

This gesture showed the high respect

and love which the campus leaders had for the first English teacher at
Southwestern.

However, the building was not so named because there was

at that time objection to so many buildings being named for public
officials.
In 1940 House Bill No. 5 was introduced by Mr. Frank M. Bacque,
Representative of Lafayette Parish, which read:

"Making it unlawful to

name in honor of any living person any public building. . .That in all
cases where such public buildings. . ." have been so named "to change
the name of said building. . ." (Hardy, 1969:68).
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Miss Dupre was in charge of the dedication program for the
buildings in May, 1940.

The academic building was named Mouton Hall

in honor of two distinguished Louisianians who were natives of Lafayette.
Alexander Mouton was the ninth governor of the State, and the late
Julian Jaubertie Mouton was a member of the Circuit Court of Appeals.
Judge Mouton had instituted the Julian Mouton Medal for debate during
the first year of the Attakapas Literary Society.
for 38 consecutive years.

The medal was awarded

The other buildings of the academic quadrangle

were the science building and the library, which was named the Edwin L.
Stephens Memorial Library for the beloved president who had died just a
few months after his retirement (USL Alumni News, June, 1940:17).
On November 15, 1940, Joel Lafayette Fletcher, Dean of the
College of Agriculture at Southwestern, was named president of the
institution by the State Board of Education.

He succeeded Lether E.

Frazar, who resigned the position on August 2, of that year (USL Alumni
News, December, 1940).

Mr. Fletcher had been a member of the South

western faculty since 1920.

He had been teacher of agriculture and Head

of the Department of Agriculture until that department was separated
from the College of Liberal Arts and Mr. Fletcher was made Dean of the
College of Agriculture in 1938.

He described his meeting with Miss Dupre

when he first arrived:
My first encounter with Miss Dupre was the day school opened
in September, 1920. I had been in Lafayette since August 16,
working at the dairy farm, but that was the first day I was ever
on the campus. As I was standing in the hall talking with some
of the students, she came by, beckoned to me, and said, 'You look
like a bright boy, come over here and help keep this line of
students who are going in for registration straight.' I of course
blushed and tried to tell her who I was, but she had already gone
inside to direct the registration which was taking place in one of
the classrooms in Martin Hall (Fletcher, July 27, 1970).
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Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher had come from Ruston, Louisiana, where
Miss Dupre often visited Mrs. Gertrude Mayfield Brown, domestic science
teacher of the first faculty at "The Industrial," and her former room
mate at the old Girls' Dormitory in 1902.

Because of the mutual friend

ship with the Mayfields, "she (Miss Dupre) sort of took us (the
Fletchers) under her wing and looked out for us" (Fletcher, July 27,1970).
The friendship was strengthened by the fact that Miss Dupre would walk
past the Fletcher home "four times every weekday going to and from the
campus" to her home at "Sans Souci" two blocks away (Fletcher, July 27,
1970).
Mr. Fletcher expressed his regard for Miss Dupre thus:
While I always held Dr. Stephens in the highest of esteem,
but, with all my family, I not only respected but loved Edith
Garland Dupre. This included my children, one of whom had the
privilege of taking classes with her. In fact, Ellen came home
and told her mother, 'You don't understand me like Miss Dupre
does' (Fletcher, July 27, 1970).
Miss Dupre had the capacity for human understanding, and she was
able to convey that understanding by just being what she was meant to
be--a teacher and friend.

The innumerable acts of kindness, of which

the students and her colleagues were the recipients, endeared her to
everyone.
Miss Dupre was quick to give recognition to the younger members
of the faculty for successful achievement.

An example of that recognition

was accorded Mr. Fletcher at a faculty meeting in 1933:
After Mr. Fletcher gave his report on the Sixth Annual Dairy
Short Course and the Mid-Winter Fair which was most successful,
Miss Dupre moved that the faculty express to Mr. Fletcher its
appreciation of the splendid services rendered to Southwestern
Louisiana Institute. . .(Faculty Minutes, February 6, 1933).
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When the committee met to screen the candidates for president
of Southwestern in the fall of 1940, Edith Garland Dupre was torn
between Harry L. Griffin with whom she had worked since 1912, and Joel
L.

Fletcher who had joined the faculty in 1920.

Mr. Fletcher recalls:

I could always count on her for my support in any worth
while undertaking. However, when the public hearing arranged
under the direction of Walter Burke of New Iberia to select a
president in 1940 was being held at the old Elks Club in
Lafayette, she almost opposed me--or at least had come down to
the committee to speak for Dean Griffin. However, at the
last
w: nute, when the committee invited her in, she refused to go,
saying with her it was a matter almost like choosing between
two brothers; and while she would have spoke for the older,
due to his age, she would not do so because she was just as
interested in the younger (Fletcher, July 27, 1970).
Just as she stood ready to serve wherever she was needed during
the early years at Southwestern, she was ready when President Fletcher
asked her in the midst of World War II to take over the multifarious
duties of Acting Registrar when Stewart Bonnet, the Registrar, joined
the Navy in the spring of 1942 (Vermilion, September 9, 1942).

Having

served as chairman of the Standards Committee since 1906, she was able
to step in when urgency arose.

Of Miss Dupre in her new position the

Vermilion reporter wrote:
And in that position she continues to serve Southwestern
to the utmost of her ability--never tiring, never failing,
never faltering, never missing a chance to do a friend a favor.
Freshmen! If you want to know Southwestern--meet Miss Dupre
in the Registrar's Office. She'll teach it to you (Vermilion,
September 9, 1942).
The students realized that Edith Garland Dupre was the essence of the
spirit of Southwestern.

They realized too that she was the one person

most capable of helping the freshman who were entering college to under
stand and to appreciate college life.
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Professor Emeritus
Miss Dupre served as Registrar from the spring of 1942 until she
chose to retire on January 1, 1944.
from Southwestern.

Edith Dupjre never really retired

She left the classroom, but she had left such an

imprint on the college that her presence has been felt even to the
present.

As long as Southwestern graduates prior to 1944 live, so will

Edith Garland Dupre's spirit live in their hearts and in their minds.
During her 43 years at Southwestern Louisiana Institute thousands of
students who had attended Southwestern had known Edith Garland Dupre and
received her love and kindnesses, "not only as a distinguished educator,
but as a friend, a counselor, an aid, a protector and a bulwark of
strength"(Advertiser, January 1, 1944).
On the recommendation of President Joel L. Fletcher, and with
the approval of the State Board of Education, Miss Dupre was elected
Professor Emeritus of Southwestern Louisiana Institute as an official
expression of appreciation for her fine service to the youth of Louisiana
(Coxe, January 14, 1944). It was appropriate that President Fletcher
chose the meeting of the Alumni Association held in conjunction with the
Awards Program for graduating seniors on February 25, 1944, to publicly
present the certificate of the State Board.

Miss Dupre and Dr. Stephens

had founded the Society of the Alumni in 1904 and Miss Dupre had played
an important role in that organization over the years because of the love
that the former students felt for her and the part she had been of their
college life.

The Awards Program had been initiated by Miss Dupre in

1923 to recognize the efforts of students in scholarship and leadership.
The relationship between student and teacher as the essence of education
was described by Miss Dupre in "The Spirit of Southwestern" in 1929:

103
As the years sped by, there went abroad a rumor to the
effect that any boy or girl could always find at SOUTHWESTERN
something that is the very essence of education— the
combination of one person of a teacher and a friend (Selected
- Addresses, 1944:11).
The certificate of the State Board of Education conferring the
title of Professor Emeritus read as follows:
From the Minutes of January 11, 1944 of the State Board of
Education, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, recording the action of the
Board in electing Miss Edith Garland Dupre Professor-Emeritus
of Southwestern Louisiana Institute. President Joel Fletcher
of Southwestern Louisiana Institute then addressed the board
as follows:
Southwestern has been exceptionally fortunate in having had
on its faculty from the institution's founding in 1901 until
1944 Miss Edith Garland Dupre.
Miss Dupre's long career of teaching has been a notable one.
It has been a career of faithful and fruitful service. Though
her actual teaching was in the department of English, of which
she was professor and head, her work was not confined to it.
Wherever the welfare and happiness of the students were concerned,
Miss Dupre's wise and gentle guidance was sought and found. No
frugality of talent, effort, or time can be discovered in the
record of her years-at Southwestern.
Leaves of absence were granted Miss Dupre from time to time.
These intervals she used for advanced study and travel in her
own country and abroad. All enlargement of experience which came
to her, all refreshment of spirit, she transmitted to her students
in her inspired teaching. The faculty and students of South
western together with hundreds of men and women of the alumni
whose lives have been touched by Miss Dupre's remarkable
personality are deeply regretful that she has chosen to retire
from active duty. They are, however, profoundly grateful for the
great work which she has rendered her native state through fortythree years of brilliant teaching.
I recommend that the State Board of Education elect Miss Edith
Garland Dupre to the honorary position of professor-emeritus of
Southwestern Louisiana Institute.
On motion of Mrs. Meade, seconded by Mr. Thibaut, the Board
voted unanimously to elect Miss Edith Garland Dupre to the position
of Professor Emeritus of Southwestern Louisiana Institute
(Dupre, unprocessed material).
When Miss Dupre retired on January 1, 1944, she was succeeded as
Professor and head of the English Department of Southwestern by Dr.
Albert Pettigrew Elliott, who had been on the faculty since 1923.
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Two booklets were published by Southwestern as a tribute to
Miss Dupre and to serve as a record of her work.

One of the Scribblers,

R. A. Hoffpauir (1944), wrote an interpretative essay entitled, Edith
Garland Dupre, Alma Mater, 1901-1944, published by the Women's Student
Government Association.
In 1944 President Fletcher requested that some of her more
inspiring speeches be collected and published for the alumni and students
at Southwestern.

The publication was entitled, Selected Addresses of

Edith Garland Dupre (1944).*

The foreword was written by the editor,

Muriel McCulla Price, a former student and colleague of Miss Dupre's,
who began teaching at Southwestern in the English Department in 1927.
The Master Teacher
Edith Garland Dupre taught English at Southwestern 43 years.
During those years, thousands of students were influenced by her, and
in

turn many of them became teachers.

teacher?

Why was she considered a great

Why did she make such an impression on them?

Gladys Viator,

a former student, and later a teacher of English in the public schools
describes her master-teacher like this:
And so you want my thoughts of my great teacher. . .Since to
say that she was dynamic would betrite, instead, I say she was
a little dynamo. (Miss Dupre was scarcely five feet tall, with
fiery blue eyes.)
Miss Edith Garland Dupre was a master of the art of teaching.
In her person first as a woman, second as a teacher, she epitomized
perservering, indefatigable effort.

*The reader is directed to excerpts from some of these addresses
found in Appendix VII in which one may gain insights into the philosophy
of Edith Garland Dupre and may understand why she made such a great
contribution to the education of the youth of Louisiana.
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Miss Dupre, with starched shirt and royal blue skirt and
sensible oxfords, would walk into her domain--her classroom-happily smiling as she surveyed her charges in every section.
After a week or so when her class had begun to become aware
of her personality, her entrance thrilled. By being the
woman she was--cheerful, kind, helpful and not by exhortation,
she made us aspire to better things.
Miss Dupre was the St. Paul of the classroom. Her enthusiasm
was boundless; it amounted to zeal, to power, to a tremendous
force.
Coupled with this great enthusiasm, this will to do her
duty, was the effort she made to perform her duty. . .she
attacked her work, giving 110% of herself on her field of play,-the classroom.
. . .For each class period Miss Dupre had purpose--for instance,
to make a concept of good writing or the meaning of a poem part
of every student's mental store. Every learning device of the
classroom, every part of herself was used to achieve her purpose.
At the end of the period the chalkboard was filled with her
scrawly handwriting; opened dictionaries and other reference
books were strewn about the room. There was no doubt that a
great deal of instruction had taken place. The learning--well,
doesn't that follow? And at the end of the period, especially
if the teaching had been difficult and proved successful, the
teacher who had filled the chalkboard, who had had her students
use all available sources of learning, who, by using every ounce
of her personal resources until finally she had worked up to this
beautiful culmination, stood, showing shaky hands.* (Miss Dupre
suffered daily martyrdom in service to her pupils.) She stood,
smiling to a class that looked on in awe at one who was willing
to give so much. Oh, the greatness of her! ..................
It is an accepted fact among educators that, in teaching,
method is superseded by the teacher's attitude. Miss Dupre could
well have established that philosophy.
But there were surely some things about Miss Dupre's teaching
that all students would attest to. Miss Dupre taught fundamentals.
'A comma is needed here; but before you place it, you must tell
why.' More research. Also, she never hesitated to extirpate from
young minds what was faulty and by analytic thinking guided her
students to replace it with truth. No book, (and there have been
legion) no teacher that I ever knew, except Miss Dupre, gave me
the absolutely acceptable knowledge of clauses.
One thing about this supremely effective teacher had me puzzled.
Her reverence for learning was such that she refused to tolerate
indifference to learning. On occasion she revealed this
intolerance. Supposing someone to be indifferent to the processes
of the lesson, she would, looking violently, walk out of the room
for the remainder of the period. Those of the class who

*This trait was inherited from the Adams Family according to
Miss Dupre's sister, Mrs. C. S. Buller.

106
considered it a privilege, a blessing, to be taught by her
looked with disfavor on the offender, causing him punishment
enough. (The next day, having been duly chastised, he was
one of us again.)
Did Miss Dupre use this as a planned procedure--another
little trick of hers— or was it the spontaneous result of
emotional stress? I don’t know. This little thing about
her was bruited about the campus. 'She sends the teacher out
of the class instead of the student.1 Whatever her reason
for it, the walkout worked.
What is the proof of all this that I say about Miss Dupre?
For me (and I hope for my pupils) my teaching years were
glorious. Behind me, before me, at my side during my
formative years as a teacher hovered Miss Dupre's spirit. I
was confident; Miss Dupre had given me the knowledge of the
subject matter along with the reverence for learning; moreover,
she had, with great impact, made me know the value of
enthusiasm, persevering work, undying hope for ALL pupils.
Her influence guided me. Then and now I am grateful for her
sweet and generous help................................. .
Miss Dupre! She smiled, she joked, she laughed, she
taught (Viator, October 24, 1970).
Another student, Yolande Broussard Farley, described the "under
standing of clauses" which Miss Dupre gave them:
Miss Dupre never used the words dependent and independent
in teaching clauses; she used main and subordinate. A sub
ordinate clause is not necessarily one that cannot stand alone,
nor is a main clause one that can. A main clause does no work
in the sentence; a subordinate clause does. It works as the
parts of speech of adjective, adverb, and noun. It can do
practically all that those parts of speech can do. A sentence
containing a working clause is complex. All others are either
simple or compound.
Using this idea I proceeded to teach from the simple to the
complex................ (Farley, September 1, 1970).
About 1950, Miss Dupre was asked to deliver a radio address on
"The Teaching Profession" in recognition of National Education Week.
She gave some guiding principles which she had adopted during her years
as a teacher.

These principles were illustrated in Gladys Viator's

description of her teacher.

Miss Dupre said:

Always expect your students to do right, and impress upon
them the fact that you have faith in them. They will never
fail you if you have faith in them. They will never fail you
if they know deep down in their hearts that you are counting
on them to be true to themselves and to you.
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Go to the classroom everyday with a strong sense of the
dignity of your work. And remember this--never be satisfied
with less than your best. . .
And last of all, don't forget a very clever boy once told
me that he had 'no use for a teacher who couldn't crack a
smile' (Dupre, c. 1950).
One of the greatest gifts of Edith Garland Dupre was the faith
she had in the students which inspired them to do their best.

Charles

Gaiennie, who graduated in the 1930's, expresses an experience similar to
that of Sam Carruthers (see p. 45), a student in 1904.
When I first attended Southwestern, I was coasting along
in my studies, not putting forth too much effort to achieve.
One day Miss Dupre asked me to stay after class. And she
talked gently about what education meant to a man, and
suggested that I could really do a lot better. Then, she
said, 'You know, I wouldn't mention this to you except that
you have so much more ability than you have been denoting.'
And from that day on, I did much better--to the point of
graduating with honors--because I just couldn't let her down.
I knew that she expected more of me, and I just had to do it
(Gaiennie, September 22, 1970).
World War II Years
During the period of emergency prior to the United States
entering World War II, the community was engaged in organizing for
civilian defense.
movement.

Edith Garland Dupre was one of the leaders of the

In June, 1940, the trustees of the city of Lafayette

appointed a Defense Council to work in cooperation with the national
agencies in the matter of defense during the war emergency.
was the only woman on the Council.

Edith Dupre

Other members were Thomas M.

Callahan, A. M. Bujard, C. Girard Davidson, E. E. Soulier, Elmo Hodges,
and Maurice Heymann (Advertiser, June 25, 1940).
At the same time, representatives of various civic women's
organizations of Lafayette met to create a Women's Defense League for
home and national defense.

Miss Dupre was elected chairman,
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Agnes Edwards was vice chairman, and Mrs. Girard Davidson was secretarytreasurer (Advertiser, June 21, 1940:9).

One phase of the work of the

Women's Defense League was to act as liaison between the men in the Army
and their families in Lafayette.

As chairman of this activity, Edith

Dupre performed many personal and private acts, such as visiting the
parents and relatives of those inducted into the service, thus
contributing to keeping up the morale in the community (Advertiser,
May 1, 1941:7).

She also gave her ability and time to the publication

of a handbook, "The Army Wife and Mother," which was published and
distributed to every member of the National Guard of the State of
Louisiana who were in training during 1941 (Advertiser, April 23, 1942) .
In November of 1941 the Women's Defense League was reorganized
to become members of the American Women's Voluntary Services with Miss
Dupre as vice president.

Classes were organized in home nursing,

bandage rolling, first aid, communication, and motor mechanics in
cooperation with the American Red Cross (Vermilion, November 7, 1941).
In recognition of their service to the community, four South
western women were awarded the Citizenship Medal by the Veterans of
Foreign Wars on February 15, 1941.

The medal was given to Edith Garland

Dupre, Agnes Edwards, Emily Huger, and Harriet Joor for their unselfish
and worthy service during World War I and for the respect they merited
from the entire community (Advertiser, February 17, 1941).
women had served during World War I in different capacities.

These four
Miss Dupre

had served with the Newcomb Unit (see p. 58) . Since that time the four
women had served the college community and had contributed to the
betterment of the area.

There were recognized for their activities in

defense work during the war emergency in 1940, for their worthy service

109
during the first World War, and for furthering patriotic ideals
following that war.
One of the highest honors that a city can bestow on one of its
citizens is the Civic Cup.

The Young Men's Business Club of Lafayette

awarded its Civic Cup for outstanding achievement in behalf of the city
to Edith Garland Dupre because of her civic activities during the war
emergency, as well as her contributions over the years.

The award

committee, composed of representatives of civic organizations throughout
the city, acted on nominations sent in by the public.

In making the

presentation on April 22, 1942, Dr. F. E. Davis stated that she was
"small in stature, but great of heart."

He further stated that she

. . .began her activities in Lafayette, guiding the development
of this great Institution, presently and in the years of its
growth, molding the lives and characters of thousands of youths
who have passed through the portals of Southwestern. Miss Dupre
from 1901-1941 has contributed much to Lafayette in educational
and civic movements. Through her years of service she has had
to use strategy, generalship and leadership which she had put
into her work in her quiet, unassuming way. The ability to lead
and the ability to direct has manifested itselfin all movements
(Advertiser, April 23, 1942).
Dr. Davis then reviewed some of her contributions to the
community during her 41 years at Southwestern.

Indeed the key to her

accomplishments is her use of "strategy, generalship and leadership"
in "her quiet, unassuming way."

It is evident in every activity in

which she was engaged.
In the spring of 1941, the national honor society in education,
Kappa Delta Pi, honored the first faculty of Southwestern Louisiana
Institute at their annual banquet on May 8.

Of the eight pioneer

educators, four were able to attend:

L. Roy of Baton Rouge,

Mr. V.

Mrs. Gertrude Mayfield Brown of Monroe, Mr. L. W. Mayer of New Orleans,
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and Edith Garland Dupre of Lafayette.

Characteristically, Miss Dupre's

remarks on this occasion concerned the nobility of Southwestern1s
traditions (Advertiser, May 5, 1941, May 9, 1941).
The following year, 1942, Edith Garland Dupre was elected an
honorary member of Alpha Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma, national honorary
society for women teachers.

Delta Kappa Gamma had been organized at

Southwestern in 1935, and Miss Dupre had been invited to become a member
of this distinguished group of women educators at that time, but she
declined because of her heavy duties at Southwestern.

In May, 1942, she

accepted this honorary membership, and faithfully attended their meetings
thereafter until her last years (Advertiser, December 31, 1943:10;
Bowles, August 18, 1970).
Lafayette Public Forum
The Lafayette Public Forum was organized through the efforts of
the Women's Action Committee for Victory and Lasting Peace, of which
Edith Dupre was vice-chairman.

Representatives from leading women's

organizations met at Miss Dupre's Sans Souci Book Shop in May, 1945, to
form an assembly for the purpose of coordinating the efforts of the
women's organizations in behalf of peace.

Nine organizations joined

together to sponsor informative discussions on international organizations
to prevent wars.

They were:

The Alethians Club, American Association of

University Women, Business and Professional Women, League of Women Voters,
Les Vingt-Quatres, Toujours Fidele, Women's Club, and the Women's Society
of Christian Service.

The first question, "Is Dumbarton Oaks the Answer,"

was discussed by Harry DeLaRue of the Southwestern history faculty, and
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Thomas M. Callahan at the Court House on June 4.

Edith Dupre, was chairman

of the program committee (Advertiser, May 1, 17, June 4, 1945).
In 1947 Miss Dupre presented a summary of the topics which had
been discussed by the Lafayette Public Forum since its inception:
The Dumbarton Oaks Agreements
The United National Charter and the Constitution of the U. S.
The Bretton Woods Monetary and Banking Agreements
The United National Relief and Rehabilitation Organization
How Can We Best Attain National Security
The Role of Christianity in World Peace
Japan and World Peace
The Individual's Responsibility to the United Nations
The Role of Youth in World Peace
The United National Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
What Can the Great Religions of the World Contribute to World Peace?
Labor Relations and Peace
How Can We Strengthen the United Nations?
Our Responsibility to the Displaced Persons of Europe
Release of Atomic Energy and Its Implications (Advertiser, October 30,
1947).
Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice
As a part of the celebration of the 25th Jubilee of the founding
of the Diocese of Lafayette Bishop Jules B. Jeanmard chose to confer on
Edith Garland Dupre the highest honor that can be bestowed upon a laywoman in the Catholic Church--the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice (for Church
and Pontiff).
From the first years at Southwestern Edith Garland Dupre had been
influential in the moral guidance of the students.

In the early years

Miss Dupre had accompanied the girls to church on Sunday and had seen to
it that students were allowed to attend Lenten services on Friday after
noons (Faculty Minutes, February 6, 1913).

Besides her example,

innumerable incidents of her religious influence on students could be
related by the students who were the recipients of her kindnesses.

She

encouraged Bible reading in literature class (Soulier, August 1, 1970),
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and she was concerned with the moral and religious welfare of the young
boys who were away from home for the first time and perhaps negligent
of their religious duties (Dalferes, August 23, 1970).
Miss Dupre had an understanding heart, and was ready at all
times to help a student in innumerable small but meaningful ways.
Alton M. Bujard didn't know Miss Dupre at the time he decided to become
a Catholic, but she heard about it and stopped to congratulate him.

He

told her of his anxiety over receiving the Sacrament the next morning.
Immediately, Miss Dupre told him not to worry, that she would be waiting
for him and would accompany him the next day.

When he arrived, there

was Miss Dupre at the front of the church, and together they attended
mass and received Holy Communion (Bujard, August 15, 1970).
In recognition of the friendship, counseling and guidance which
Miss Dupre had given them, the Catholic men students conferred on her
the title of "Honorary Fraternity Mother" of Theta Kappa Phi.

This

social fraternity for Catholic men students had organized in 1938, and
was the first fraternity on the Southwestern campus to become affiliated
with a national organization, May 4, 1941 (Advertiser, April 28, 1941:7,
May 5, 1941:9).

These young men chose to acknowledge the innumerable

acts of kindness of Edith Garland Dupre by honoring her in this manner.
At Freshman Orientation in September, 1941, Miss Dupre chose
"Spiritual Quest" as the theme of her talk, in which she stressed the
importance for students of cultivating the spiritual side of life.
In any contest it is the man of courageous spirit who wins . .
There will always be something to draw you away from the
spiritual. The quest is unending. . .
Many things will dull your spirits. But that side of your
nature can be cultivated as well as any other. . .
As I see it, there are at least four things that we can do
to cultivate the spiritual side of our lives. First, we must
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achieve a mastery over self; second, we must love our neighbors
as ourselves; third, we must learn to distinguish between the
things that pass and the things that abide; and fourth, we must
return to God and in so doing we must renew our faith in the
power of prayer.
. . .We must conquer ourselves. There is more value in practicing
self-discipline than in mastering any of the subjects taught in
the average curriculum.
. . .The closer we keep to our neighbor in the realm of the spirit,
the greater will be our sense of security and peace! Since there
is so much hatred in the world, we can do our part in trying to
uproot it from our own hearts (Selected Addresses, 1944:38-39).
Edith Garland Dupre was also involved in Catholic activities
in the community.

She was a charter member of the Catholic Daughters

of America which was organized on May 16, 1920.

The purpose was to

uplift Catholic womanhood through social, religious, and charitable
works (Anders, 1951:50-53).

She was still an active worker in 1948

when the Catholic Daughters sponsored book teas as a part of their
program for the spread of good literature (Advertiser, November 14, 1947,
November 17, 1948).
In 1923 Bishop Jeanmard invited the Christian Brothers, who had
been banished from Mexico, to teach in the newly-established Cathedral
School.

The Brothers were deficient in the English language, and Miss

Dupre volunteered to tutor them until they gained the necessary
proficiency (Hamilton, December 28, 1970).
St. Mary's Sewing Circle was organized in 1924 for the purpose
of providing clothing and other material necessities for the children

*

4

of St. Mary's Home, the orphanage recently established in Lafayette.
Edith Dupre was a charter member and was still on the roster of this
group in 1951 (Anders, 1951:243).
In 1921 Edith Dupre was responsible for the founding of a chapter
of the National Council of Catholic Women which merged with the National
Council of Catholic Men to form the Newman Club at Southwestern in 1924.
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Mr. C. J. McNaspy worked with the boys, and Father Tuerlings was the
chaplain (Faculty Minutes, April 25, 1921; Students' Handbook, 1924:3).
The Newman Club immediately began a building fund for the Newman Center,
and a lot was purchased in 1929.

Through the efforts of the Catholic

Daughters, the Knights of Columbus, the students and their parents, and
the Catholics throughout the area, a center materialized in 1942 to
provide the Catholic student body with proper religious, recreational
and cultural facilities.

The Newman Center, built on the corner of

St. Mary Boulevard and McKinley Street on the Southwestern campus,
consisted of Our Lady of Wisdom Chapel for religious services, a library,
Newman Hall, and quarters for the resident priest, Reverend Paul M.
Fuselier (Vermilion, March 13, 1942, March 27, 1942).

"She was always

that shadow in the background of everything that went on.

There is

little doubt that she was responsible for the successful launching of the
Student Center"

(Riehl, September 11, 1970).

When Miss Dupre was informed that she was being recommended to
receive the papal honor, Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice, she wrote Bishop
Jeanmard imploring him to choose someone else.
I am writing now to ask you in all sincerity to reconsider
the matter and to name someone else who is more worthy than I.
I mean this!
Yesterday, when Father Fuselier spoke to me about your
purpose to submit my name among others to the Holy Father, I
was evidently too stunned to try to convince him of my earnest
ness in wishing to celebrate our diocesan jubilee in obscurity.
But after I left him, the more I thought about it, the more
oppressed I became at the idea of my having given my consent
despirt my certainty that I am not the right person.
I count on you to understand that in suggesting that you
reconsider your selection, I am not acting from false modesty.
Nor do I want to be begged. I would scorn to use such tactics.
I simply ask this favor of you out of a deep conviction that I
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am not the lady to be chosen out of your diocese to receive
special recognition from the Holy Father.*
Bishop Jeanmard had already acted, and the Papal decoration, Pro Ecclesia
et Pontifice, was conferred on Edith Garland Dupre for meritorious
religious work, including aid in the establishment of the Student Center
at Southwestern, outstanding interest in the Newman Club, and moral
guidance to hundreds of students through many years.

Ceremonies were

held at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist on Sunday, November 21,
1943 (Advertiser, November 20, 1943).

The certificate reads:

His Holiness Pope Pius XII has designed to confer the Cross
Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice on Miss Edith Garland Dupre, authorising
(sic) her to wear it on her breast according to accepted custom.
Given at the Vatican, July 17, 1943.
L. Cardinal Magilone, Secretary of State (Dupre, unprocessed material).

*Diocese of Lafayette Archives, Letter from Edith G. Dupre to
Bishop Jules B. Jeanmard dated April 13, 1943, Chancellery Office,
Lafayette.

Chapter 4
1944-1970 -- RETIREMENT YEARS

SANS SOUCI BOOK SHOP
Before Miss Dupre retired from Southwestern she decided to open
a bookstore so that she could introduce good books to people and to be
of service to the community.

There was no publicly supported library at

the time in Lafayette, and she felt that the community needed a place
where they could get good books.

She found a "for rent" sign on a

former antique shop at 219 East Vermilion which belonged to Mr. Fred
Nehrbass.

Mrs. Nehrbass, also a lover of books and antiques, offered

a partnership arrangement.

Mr. Nehrbass furnished the building, and the

two ladies each put up a small amount of money to finance a bookstore
and antique shop which opened on Saturday, December 4, 1943 (Nehrbass,
August 4, 1970; Vermilion, January 15, 1954).

The newspaper carried the

following advertisement:
OPENS TOMORROW
Saturday, December 4
MISS DUPRE'S
"SANS SOUCI"
BOOK SHOP
(Old La. Shop Bldg.)
219 E. Vermilion
Current Fiction
Biography
Best Sellers
Reference Books
Children's Books
Also Rental Library
(Advertiser, December 3, 1943:7).
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Miss Dupre named the book shop "Sans Souci," meaning "carefree,"
the same name she had given her home on Cherry Street in 1912 (Vermilion,
January 15, 1954).
The building, still standing, has led a varied and interesting
life.

It was, in 1866, the first Lafayette post office.

Later it was

a tin smith shop, a pecan buyer's store, an antique shop, and it housed
the first newspaper in Lafayette (Advertiser, February 4, 1954:19).
has a character all its own.
beaten, reddish-brown.

It

The outside of the building is a weather

It resembles an old-fashioned shop, as well it

should, since it was built shortly after the Civil War.

The big, old-

fashioned bay window in front is used for the unique displays for which
the bookstore received a national award in 1963 as the best bookstore in
the country (Vermilion, March 13, 1964).
The interior of the bookstore resembled the living room of a
late nineteenth-century home.

Here and there were pieces of genuine

antique furniture which belonged to Miss Dupre or Mrs. Nehrbass.
Kerosene lamps hang from the ceiling, plush dark wood chairs
invite browsers to linger and page through books, a glass show
case like the one in grocery stores of yesteryear display
religious material, and a secretary is laden with travel folders
and other lagniappe (Vermilion, January 15, 1954).
Pictures of Longfellow, Shakespeare, Wordsworth, Byron, Shelley, and
Keats shared honors with Bishop Fulton Sheen and Lafayette's noted
diplomat, Miss Dupre's former student, Jefferson Caffery (Vermilion,
January 15, 1954).
In addition to books, Miss Dupre's shop featured "rare antiques
and collectors' items, precious glassware, quaint prints, and other
articles of historical and esthetic interest"(Advertiser, December 3,
1954:7).

The Sans Souci Book Shop was also available as a meeting place
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for various women's organizations, "amidst its home-like atmosphere"
(Advertiser, December 3, 1954:7).
During the twenty years that Miss Dupre had the Book Shop her
sole purpose was to introduce people to good books.

When her former

students went to the bookstore, she treated them as she did when they
were students at Southwestern and refused to sell them anything but those
books which were good reading.

Indeed, she performed a great service to

the community by encouraging people to read only the best literature
(Nehrbass, August 4, 1970).
Although Miss Dupre sold her interest in the Book Shop in 1962,
it is still operated by Mrs. Nehrbass.
LAFAYETTE PUBLIC LIBRARY
When the Lafayette Public Library was established in April, 1946,
Edith Garland Dupre was elected chairman of the board.

She had been a

president and vice president of the Woman's Club during the years that
it sponsored a lending library (1897-1917) (Anders, 1951:256).

She had

been a leader in the movement by the University Women, the Woman's Club
and the Aletheian Club in 1927 to establish a public library for the
parish of Lafayette which was not successful (USL Scrapbook, October 19,
1927-January 10, 1928:9).

Since 1932 Les Vingt-Quatres, of which Miss

Dupre was not a member, had maintained a lending library for the city
(Advertiser, July 30, 1946).

In 1946 a Citizens Library Movement was

organized to establish a parish library.

The Rotary Club, whose

president at that time was Joel L. Fletcher, contributed $2,500 towards
costs of a demonstration library and also contributed the influence of
its members.

The Lafayette Police Jury appropriated money and passed
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the required ordinance, and the Lafayette Parish School Board provided
housing in the Southside School.

The Police Jury appointed a Library

Board composed of Miss Edith Garland Dupre, chairman, Dr. Joel L. Fletcher,
Mrs. T. F. Wilbanks of Les Vingt-Quatres, superintendent of schools Oden
Hebert, and Mr. Fenner Wade Smith (Advertiser. April 26, 1946).

Miss

Lucille Arceneaux was chosen as librarian.
When the time came to vote the tax to sustain the library, Miss
Dupre wrote all the civic clubs in Lafayette, men's and women's urging
them to have representatives at the meeting to discuss the matter
(Advertiser, May 6, 1947).

The Parish of Lafayette voted to be taxed for

the library in 1947, and in 1950 a bond issue was voted for a new
building in which to house the library (Advertiser, May 24, 1950).

Again,

Miss Dupre used "strategy, generalship and leadership. . .in her quiet,
unassuming way"(see p. 109) and the public library building became a
reality.
Miss Dupre felt that the public library was the result of the
efforts of ALL of the citizens of the parish and that they should ALL be
recognized.

She chose the wording of the plaque for the new building

which reads:
LAFAYETTE PUBLIC LIBRARY
erected 1952 by
LAFAYETTE PARISH CITIZENS
with the cooperation of
City and Parish Officials
Les Vingt-Quatres Club
Lafayette Rotary Club
(Library Board of Control Minutes, August 7, 1952, December 7, 1952).
At the dedication ceremonies of the new building in March, 1953,
the master of ceremonies, General Doran, stated:
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As chairman of the Lafayette Library Board Miss Edith
Dupre contributed more than anyone. She was devoted to this
project, coordinated the efforts of various agencies--the
Police Jury, the School Board, the City of Lafayette. She
never allowed interest to lag a minute. The people of the
city and parish of Lafayette owe her a real debt of gratitude
(Advertiser, March 30, 1953).
Edith Garland Dupre served as chairman of the Library Board of Control
until June 20, 1957, when she chose to resign (Library Board of Control
Minutes, June 20, 1957).

Again, the job was done and she turned over

the responsibilities to someone else.
Another example of Miss Dupre's tenacity and her loyalty to a
worthwhile project occurred at this time.

Regretfully, two giant oak

trees had been cut when the library was built on the corner of Lee Avenue
and Main Street (Advertiser, March 23, 1952).

Five years later another

oak tree was threatened after the property adjacent to the library was
acquired for a new post office.

Again Miss Dupre attempted to save one

of Lafayette's oak trees from destruction.

Requesting that her letter

be referred "to the person or persons who have the authority to act in
this matter"

Miss Dupre wrote the postmaster.

The matter was referred

to Washington, D. C., but the tree could not be saved.*
PERSONAL RECOGNITION
During her retirement years Edith Garland Dupre was honored by
many groups.

She continued to be active in the community and active with

educational organizations with which she was affiliated.

Because of her

dynamism and the contributions she had made in the past, as well as the

*Letter from Edith Garland Dupre to Mr. Willis, Lafayette Public
Library Scrapbook.
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contributions she was able to make after her retirement from Southwestern,
various groups sought to give her recognition.
In 1949 a Future Teachers of America Club was founded at the
Elton High School.

Yolande Broussard Farley, who had attended South

western in 1926-29, was a teacher of English and sponsor of the club.
She suggested the name of Edith Garland Dupre to the students as an
appropriate name for their club (Farley, August 23, 1970).

A history of

the club states:
. . .we decided that we wanted our club named for Miss Edith
Garland Dupre of Lafayette, .............................
There were two outstanding reasons for our desire. First,
she is one of us, a native of Louisiana, who has contributed
ustintingly to the world of education. Second, we felt that
her personality would furnish the inspiration needed to give
our club the stimulus we wanted it to have. For 43 years she
was a vital force in molding the thoughts and character of the
people of Southwest Louisiana through her work as a member of
the faculty of Southwestern Louisiana Institute. Her former
students remember her as an energetic, helpful, sympathetic
teacher. They appreciate the unusual, quiet manner in which
she keeps a close interest in them. Her wholehearted interest
in and devotion to her life's work may well be emulated, with
profit, by future teachers as they plan their life.*
At a time when there existed a shortage of teachers, the club
instituted a scholarship to encourage people to enter the field of
education.

Since 1956 the Edith Garland Dupre Scholarship has been

awarded to two people, Judy Shuss and Edmond Rachal, who have attended
Southwestern and majored in education (Farley, August 23, 1970).
The year 1950 marked the 50th anniversary of the founding of
Southwestern.

It also marked the 50th anniversary of Edith Garland

*Radio Script by members of Edith Garland Dupre Future Teachers
of America Club at Elton High School, Elton, Louisiana, furnished by
Mrs. Yolande Farley.
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Dupre's graduation from Newcomb.

Miss Dupre was honored by both

institutions.
In June four members of Newcomb's class of 1900 were honored at
the commencement exercises.

They were'

Ada Wilt Lonnegan, Miriam

Berthelot Polack, Katherine Marguerite Reed, and Edith Garland Dupre
(Item, June 7, 1950:13).
Southwestern began the celebration of its 50th anniversary with
a Founders' Day Program on September 18, 1950, honoring the group that
brought Southwestern into being.
three were present:
Miss Dupre.

Of the eight original faculty members,

Mr. V. L. Roy, Mrs. Gertrude Mayfield Brown, and

Seven of the 18 graduates of the first class in 1903 were

present to observe Southwestern's semi-centennial:

Harold Demanade,

Mrs. Alma Gulley Taylor, Valsin Benoit, Jr., Henry D. Smedes, P. J.
Voorhies, Mrs. Edith Trahan Foote, and Mrs. Ula Coronna Abramson (USL
Alumni News, October, 1950:1, 9).
In addition to the numerous organizations to which Miss Dupre
belonged, she was often asked to assist on various committees or to help
in organizing new groups.

She lent her leadership ability, her experience,

and her wisdom wherever needed.
In 1951 the Lafayette High School Parent Teachers Association asked
Miss Dupre to be their representative on a Screening Committee appointed
to recommend a principal for the Lafayette High School.

The committee

interviewed the applicants and recommended Mr. L. A. Berger to the School
Board (School Board Minutes, December 5, 1951).
When the Retired Teachers Association of Lafayette Parish held its
organizational meeting on the campus at Southwestern, in October, 1953,
Miss Dupre presided (Advertiser, October 23, 1953:11).
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Further honors were awarded Edith Garland Dupre by Southwestern
and the community.
A chapter of the national honorary society of Phi Kappa Phi was
established at Southwestern in 1951 to recognize those students who
excelled academically.

It was fitting that Edith Garland Dupre was

elected to charter membership in that society as she had helped to
establish the high scholastic goals which Southwestern students now
attained (USL Alumni News, July, 1951:7).
At the request of President Joel L. Fletcher the State Board of
Education established two Honor Professorships in 1955 for distinguished
service, scholarly pursuits, and effective teaching.

The Edwin L.

Stephens Professorship in Science honored the first president of South
western, and the Edith Garland Dupre Professorship in the Humanities
honored the English teacher who had been influential in the development
of the school for 43 years (Fletcher, November 2, 1955).

As the

recipient of this latter professorship, President Fletcher chose
Dr. Albert P. Elliott, who had joined the faculty in 1923 and had
succeeded Miss Dupre in 1944 as Head of the Department of English (State
Board Minutes, August 11, 1956).

When Dr. Elliott retired in 1957,

Muriel McCulla Price was awarded the Edith Garland Dupre Professorship
(State Board Minutes, August 11, 1956), and upon her retirement in 1966,
Paul F. Nolan was awarded that honor.
"Edith Garland Dupre Day" was proclaimed by Major Jerome
Domengeaux of Lafayette on November 11, 1956, when the cultural and
social sorority, Beta Sigma Phi, awarded Miss Dupre International
Honorary Membership.

This honor was bestowed because of her outstanding

civic work, her contribution toward cultural betterment in the community,
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state, and nation, and because her accomplishments served as an
inspiration to all in their pursuit of life, learning, and friendship.
This recognition came particularly for her work in establishing the
Lafayette Public Library.*
In the spring of 1957 fourteen alumni of Phi Beta Kappa met to
form a Southwestern Louisiana Association of Phi Beta Kappa.

Edith

Garland Dupre, who had been initiated to Phi Beta Kappa at Tulane in
1915, was a charter member of that group (Phi Beta Kappa Minutes, May 17,
1957).

She faithfully attended the annual meetings until her health

failed in 1970 (Rickels, September 10, 1970).
Phi Beta Kappa instituted an award in 1970 honoring a graduating
senior

in the College of Liberal Arts who best exemplified the ideals of

Phi Beta Kappa (Rickels,

September 10, 1970).

On December 16, 1970, the

honor plaque to record these recipients was hung in the Dupre Library
commemorating Edith Garland Dupre, "whose academic stature was tremendous,
but itdid not overshadow her humanity"
Those interested

(Advertiser, December 10, 1970).

in preserving the French language and culture in

Southwest Louisiana honored Edith Garland Dupre for her many contributions
to the cultural development of the area and for the fact that she was the
first teacher of French at Southwestern.

Miss Dupre was elected a Fellow,

Maison Acadienne Francaise of Southwestern Louisiana Institute, on
February 27, 1957 (Fletcher, January 23, 1957).
The local chapter of the American Association of University Women
had been founded by Edith Garland Dupre and others in 1927.

She had

*Advertiser, November 11, 1956, p. 21, cols. 1-3; November 12,
1956, p. 10, cols. 7-8. Certificate in unprocessed material of Edith
Garland Dupre. Files of Beta Sigma Phi, Lafayette.
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faithfully served this group as a leader for thirty years.

At the state

convention held in Lake Charles in April, 1958, the Louisiana Division
of the American Association of University Women honored Miss Dupre by
naming one of its fellowship units in her honor.

The Edith Garland

Dupre Fellowship became part of the Regional Endowment Fund of AAUW which
supports each year an American woman scholar.

Miss Dupre was chosen for

her whole-hearted devotion to her life's work--education in southwest
Louisiana (Advertiser, April 15, 1958).
In 1962 the Vermilion Honor Society named its scholarship to
honor Edith Garland Dupre.

This society was founded in 1933 to honor

women students at Southwestern.

It had instituted a scholarship to honor

the woman student of the Junior Class who was most outstanding in
scholarship, leadership, citizenship and religious life.

Miss Dupre

served on the selection committee with Miss Agnes Edwards and Miss Minnie
Kelley from its origin in 1938 until her retirement.

In 1960 the Alpha

Omicron Pi social sorority at the University of Southwestern Louisiana
honored Miss Edith Garland Dupre as the oldest alumnae of that sorority
in the state.

Thereafter, the Silver Tea which is held annually in the

Alpha Omicron Pi sorority room by the Vermilion Honor Society honors
Miss Dupre.

In 1962 the Edith Garland Dupre Scholarship of that society

was so named.*

*Minutes of the Vermilion Honor Society, University of South
western Louisiana, November 12, 1933; May 14, 1938; Vermilion, October 28,
1960, p. 5, col. 1; May 11, 1962, p. 4, col. 1.
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DUPRE LIBRARY
Southwestern Louisiana Institute first offered graduate courses
in 1956, thus implementing the formation of a Graduate School.

In 1960

Southwestern became the University of Southwestern Louisiana comprising
the Colleges of Liberal Arts, Education, Agriculture, Engineering,
Commerce, and Nursing.

The first building on the campus completed after

this date was the new Dupre Library.

As it was unlawful to name a

building for a living person, it was named to honor the Dupre family
(USL Alumni News, April, 1962:4).
of the campus.

The library is situated at the center

With the chemistry, engineering and biology buildings,

it completes the technological quadrangle.

To the north and northeast

of the library are the academic quadrangle, the administrative facilities,
the music and dramatic arts building, facilities for student services,
and the Catholic Student Center (USL Catalog, 1970-71:42).
At the dedication ceremonies on June 10, 1962, President Fletcher
paid tribute to Miss Dupre stating:
Our new Dupre Library will always be the concrete and brick
and mortar symbol of Edith Garland Dupre's lasting influence on
the intellectual and spiritual progress of our university.
She has served always as an inspiration to both her students
and her colleagues, who learned to share her goal of 'onward and
upward1.
The name Dupre, which has for many years been associated
with the cultural and intellectual life of this area, has become
inextricably bound into the fortunes of Southwestern and the
great academic advances that have been made here.
It is particularly fitting that this library on our campus
should bear her family's name (USL Alumni News, July, 1962:4).
The library at Southwestern had grown from the single room in
the Administration Building with 700 volumes which Edith Garland Dupre
supervised with the help of students in 1901 to a library with a full
time librarian in 1916.

In 1923 it acquired new quarters in Girard Hall
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and a professional librarian.

The Stephens Memorial Library, built in

1940, served Southwestern until 1962, when the multimillion-dollar
Dupre Library with its expanded services was erected to meet the needs
of a university.

At the dedication of the new facilities President

Fletcher said that "the library is the heart of the University" (USL
Alumni News, June, 1964:7).

Indeed, since Edith Garland Dupre was the

heart of Southwestern, it is fitting that the library be named in her
honor.
RETIREMENT YEARS
In 1962 Edith Garland Dupre sold her interest in the Sans Souci
Book Shop and retired from her second career of service to the people
of Lafayette.

Miss Hugh D. McLaurin, her companion of 58 years, had

died in 1960, and Miss Sorintha McLaurin died in 1962.

Miss Dupre at

81 years of age, continued to attend the meetings of the many organi
zations to which she belonged.
activities never faltered.

Her interest in people and in their

As Professor Emeritus she was included in

many activities at Southwestern, and she was happiest at Homecoming
time when the students would flock around her to recall their happy
college days.
In 1964 she sold her home at "Sans Souci" and moved into an
apartment on Lee Street close to the campus.

Soon her health failed and

she retired in 1967 to Bethany Home, where she was cared for by the nuns
in charge.
Edith Garland Dupre died at the age of 89 on Saturday, October 17,
1970.

Her death occurred in the Bethany Home in Lafayette after an

illness of several weeks due to weakening of the heart.

Funeral services
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were held at St. John Cathedral in Lafayette and interment took place in
the family plot in the cemetary at Opelousas, Louisiana.

A number of

years prior to her death she had bought more plots of ground to assure
that there would be room for all members of the family to be buried
there.

As she had requested of the president of Southwestern, Dr. Clyde

L. Rougeau, six young men from her beloved Southwestern were chosen to
escort her on her last journey (Colomb, August 22, 1970; Buller,
February 7, 1971).
In 1948 a student whom Miss Dupre had not taught wrote an article
in which she stated:
There is a talent and a beauty in being able to stay in a
classroom for eight hours a day for 43 years and still remain
more than a teacher. Edith Garland Dupre has that talent and
that beauty. There is nobleness in being able to inspire
trust and hope and confidence and learning and goodness in the
hearts of hundreds to whom that hope and that confidence would
have been lost forever had there not been some one to draw it
out and nurture it. Edith Dupre has that nobleness and if
there is a saintliness in lifting people to higher things and
better living and in being an example of everything that is
right and beautiful, then Southwestern has rightly "canonized"
Miss Dupre (Vermilion, October 30, 1948).
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Interviews

Abramson, Ula Coronna (Mrs.).
August 24, 1970.

Telephone interview.

Anders, Quintilla Morgan (Mrs.).
August 24, 1970.
Arceneaux, Thomas J.

Telephone interview.

Personal interview.

Beaullieu, Helen Bittle (Mrs.).

Personal

Bowles, Lula (Mrs.). Telephone interview.
Personal interview.

August 15, 1970,

September 9, 1970.

Telephone

Bourgeois, Vesta Richard (Mrs.).

Bujard, A. M.

August 15, 1970,

interview. August22, 1970.
interview. July 15,1970.
August 18. 1970.

August 15, 1970.

Buller, Lilybel Dupre (Mrs. C. S.). Personal interview. September 2, 1970,
September 9, 1970, July 6, 1970, July 29, 1970, August 5, 1970,
August 12, 1970, August 19, 1970, August 26, 1970, December 30, 1970,
February 7, 1971.
Caillouet, Olive.

Telephone interview.

Colomb, C. C. (Mrs.).
Dal feres, Wilmot.

September 11, 1970.

Personal interview.

Telephone interview.

Davis, F. Hampton (Mrs.).
Farley, Yolande B. (Mrs.).
August 26, 1970.

August 22, 1970.

August 1, 1970, August 23, 1970.

Telephone interview.
Telephone interview.

August 26, 1970.
August 23, 1970,

Fletcher, Joel L. Personal interview. July 2, 1970, July 27, 1970,
August 13, 1970, September 12, 1970.
Fontenot, Ruth Robertson (Mrs.).

Personal interview.

July 6, 1970.
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Gaiennie, Charles S. Telephone interview.
September 23, 1970.
Girard, Ruth Stodghill (Mrs.).
Gouaoux, Ester Stelly (Mrs.).
Griffin, Harry L.

(Mrs.).

Hamilton, C. E. (Mrs.).
December 28, 1970.
Mier, Elsa B. (Mrs.).
Mouton, Eva Marie.

Telephone interview.
Personal interview.

Telephone interview.

Telephone interview.
Personal interview.

Telephone interview.

Nehrbass, Frederick (Mrs.).
Neyland, Inez.

Rickels, Patricia (Mrs.).

Viator, Gladys.
1970.

August 15, 1970.
August 4, 1970.

September 10, 1970.

August 1, 1970, September 5, 1970,
July 6, 1970, September 13,

Telephone interview.

Personal interview.

September 5, 1970.

August 22, 1970, August 27, 1970.

Personal interview.

Soulier, Stella Roy (Mrs.).

August 10, 1970.

October 15, 1970.

Telephone interview.

Riehl, Joseph A. Personal interview.
September 11, 1970.

September 26, 1970.

November 27, 1970,

Personal interview.

Telephone interview.

Segura, Pearl Mary.
1970.

September 22, 1970,

August 15, 1970.

September 23, 1970, October 24,
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APPENDIX I

CHRONOLOGICAL OUTLINE OF THE LIFE OF
EDITH GARLAND DUPRE
1881
1896
1900

1901

1902
1904
1906
1908
1910
1912
1914
1915
1918
1922
1924
1927
1941
1942
1943

Born June 1, on Garland Plantation in Opelousas, Louisiana.
Entered Newcomb College, New Orleans, Louisiana, about October 1.
Received Bachelor of Arts Degree on June 20, 1900, from Newcomb
College.
Became teacher of French and German at Fairmont School for Girls
at Monteagle, Tennessee.
Became teacher of English and French at Southwestern Louisiana
Industrial Institute, Lafayette, Louisiana, September 18.
Founded Attakapas Literary Society and contest for Julian J.
Mouton Medal.
Took charge of the library.
Founded Avatar Literary Society.
Instrumental in founding Women's Club Scholarship.
Appointed chairman of Classifications Committee at Southwestern
Louisiana Industrial Institute.
Received Master of Arts Degree from Cornell University in the
spring.
Appointed Dean of the Faculty; chairman of student organizations
committee.
Appointed secretary-manager of The Lafayette Public Forum.
Served as President of Woman's Club.
Founded Southwestern yearbook, L'Acadien.
Founded the Dupre Shield.
Elected member of Phi Beta Kappa at Tulane University, New
Orleans.
Joined the Newcomb Unit for service overseas during World War I.
Initiated recognition of outstanding students which became
"Wearers of the Emblem".
Appointed Professor and Head of English Department, Southwestern
Louisiana Institute.
Founded Newman Club and directed publication of Students' Handbook.
Helped found chapter of American Association of University Women.
Founded Scribblers' Club.
Founded Women's Defense League and appointed to Lafayette Defense
Council.
Appointed Acting Registrar. Received Civic Cup Award.
Received Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice (for Church and Pontiff) for
religious activities among students.
Opened Sans Souci Book Shop, Lafayette, Louisiana, December 4.
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1944

Retired from faculty at Southwestern Louisiana Institute,
January 1.
Awarded Professor Emeritus by Louisiana State Board of Education.
Is best remembered for the friendship, counsel and aid to thou
sands of students who felt that she was particularly
interested in them.

1946
1955

Elected chairman of the Lafayette Public Library Board.
Dupre Honor Professorship established by Louisiana State Board
of Education.
Received International Beta Sigma Phi Award.
Dupre Library named in honor of Edith Garland Dupre.
Retired from Sans Souci Book Shop.
Died, October 17, 1970, in Lafayette, Louisiana.

1956
1962
1964
1970
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APPENDIX II
CURRICULUM OF THE ST. LANDRY HIGH SCHOOL, OPELOUSAS, 1898
(Furnished by Professor T. H. Harris, Principal)

r:8th Grade
Advanced Arithmetic
Algebra
Latin, or French
-or Bookkeeping
General History
Lockwood's English

9th Grade
General History
Algebra
Chemistry
Latin, or French
-or Bookkeeping
Literature

10th Grade
Astronomy
Algebra
Latin, or French
-or Bookkeeping
Geometry
Literature
Reviews in a number
of studies

Notes:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

All grades write and draw.
Recitation periods are forty minutes in length.
Frequent examinations throughout the term.
"Literary Society" not yet found profitable.
About 10% of high school attendance (110) complete the course.
Of these 90% get no further schooling; the rest enter college
Freshman class.*

*Edwin Lewis Stephens. "The Public School System of Louisiana."
Doctoral thesis in Pedagogy, New Yofk University, 1899.
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APPENDIX III
DETAILED STATEMENT OF ENGLISH STUDIES
SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE, 1902
These courses were offered to students who were in 7th, 8th, 9th, and
10th grades.
ENGLISH.

GRAMMAR AND RHETORIC.

First Year, First Term: Language Work— The deficiency of the
English education of college and high school students is well known;
it prevails everywhere, and is the great problem of all earnest
teachers of English.
The course at the Institute is made as practical as possible,
involving daily and continued exercises in narration, description, and
reproduction, both oral and written, and letter writing. During the
first term the simpler grammatical rules and principles are studied in
connection with the language work.
Second Term: Grammar. The language exercises are continued
with addition of more grammar. Sentences, phrases, and clauses, and
their analyses are given special attention. Text-book: Arnold &
Kittredge, Book II.
Second Year, First Term: Daily written exercises; study of more
difficult principles of grammar; the paragraph, its essential features
and its structure; exercises in paragraph writing.
Second Term: Grammar and Composition. Continuation of written
exercises; letter writing, newspaper articles, brief essays, bills, etc.
Exercises in analyzing complex and compound sentences and phrasing; study
of literary style; work analysis. Text-book: Whitney & Lockwood's
English Grammar.
Third Year, First Term: Rhetoric and Composition. A study of
the qualities of literary style and of the figures of speech; of the essay,
oration, and debate; principles and practice of composition; practical
exercises in connection with the literary society; nature of the novel and
the drama; and study of poetic forms. Lockwood and Emerson's Composition
and Rhetoric is used as a text-book.
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LITERATURE.
Third Year, Second Term: American Literature. During this term
selected masterpieces of American literature are read and studied in
class. The distinguishing features of the authors' styles are analyzed;
the histories of the works and the biographies of the authors are studied;
written exercises are required of the class in connection with the
classics studied; discussions are introduced upon the debatable questions
arising during the course; and summaries or synopses are written of each
masterpiece. The works studied are changed from time to time. The
Riverside Literature Series and other annotated editions of the American
classics are employed as text-books. During the next session the
following works will be used:
For Reference-Matthews' Introduction to American Literature.
Watkins' American Literature.
Bronson's History of American Literature.
Classics for Study-Longfellow--Miles Standish.
Irving--Selections from Sketch Book.
Whittier--Snow-Bound.
Hayne and Webster--The Great American Debate.
Fourth Year, First Term: English Literature. The course in
English literature proper follows the same general principles as those
given under American literature. During the term the student is
required to memorize certain passages from the works under study. The
following books will be used during the session:
For Reference-Brooks' Primer of English Literature.
Meiklejohn's English Literature.
Halleck's History of English Literature.
DePuy's University of Literature.
Classics for Study-DeQuincy--Flight of a Tartar Tribe.
Macaulay--Essay on Milton.
Milton--Paradise Lost, Books I and II.
Shakespeai"e--Lear and Hamlet.
Second Term: History of Literature. The Growth of American
literature and of the literature of the South is first studied, emphasis
being laid rather upon the nature and character of the literature of
different periods than upon the biographies of the authors. A brief
course in the history of the literature of England completes the study
of this subject.
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Throughout the English course students are required to pursue
a course of reading at home. The works to be read are assigned during
the term, and each student is required to write a synopsis of his
reading (USL Catalog, 1902:19).
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APPENDIX IV

CLOSING EXERCISES
SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE
Lafayette, La.
Annual Concert, Department of Music
Friday, May 23, 1902
8 o'clock p.m.
PROGRAM
1.

Stephanie Gavotte ...................... Sontag Military Band

2. Piano Solo

Miss Maxim Beraud

3. Vocal Solo

Miss Alma Gulley

4.

Beautiful Bells--Double Quartette--Sopranos,
Misses Alford and Gulley; Altos, Misses Layne and
Boudreaux; Tenors, Messrs. Roy and Mayeaux; Basses,
Messrs. P. Voorhies and Young.

5.

Mandolin Solo

...................... Miss Louise Nollive

6.

Mannana

......................

Sontag Military Band

7. Piano Solo

Miss Genevieve Mouton

8. Vocal Solo

Miss Mabel Alford

Mandolin Solo

......................Miss Marcelle Blot

10.

Don't Be Sorry

......................

11.

Honey Moon M a r c h ........... - .......... Sontag Military Band

9.

(USL Scrapbook, 1899-1907:34-35).

Double Quartette
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CLOSING EXERCISES

SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE
ANNUAL OPEN SESSION OF THE ATTAKAPAS LITERARY SOCIETY
Saturday, May 24, 1902
8 o'clock p.m.
1. Double Quartette.............. The Old Homestead......... Karle.
Miss Alma Gulley
Miss Mabel Alford
Sopranos
Miss Gertrude Layne
Miss Rhena Boudreaux

Altos

Mr. V. L. Roy
Mr. 0. Mayeux

Tenors

Mr. H. A. Young
Mr. Pothier Voorhies

Basses
2.

Paper:

A Review of the First Session of the Southwestern
Louisiana Industrial Institute. . . . Miss Annie Bell

3.

Vocal Solo............................... Miss Mabel Alford

4. A Series of Tableaux: Noted Women
Xanthippe
Cleopatra
Ophelia
Elizabeth
Victoria

Miss
Miss
Miss
Miss
Miss

5. Piano Solo

Miss Genevieve Mouton

6. Debate:

Resolved that theGovernment Should Own
the Railroads.
Affirmative(
(
Negative

Gertrude Layne
Mabel Alford
Annie Bell
Eleanor Compton
Gertrude Coronna

and Operate

Miss Alma Gulley
Miss Bessie Lessley

(
Miss Irma Voorhies
(.................... Mr. Jefferson Caffery

7. Mandolin Solo

Miss Louise Nollive

8. Decision of the Judges.
9. Tableau:

SouthwesternLouisiana
Industrial Institute......... Miss Nora Darby

Annual Literary Address,
Subject: "If I Were King,"

Mr. Hampton Carver
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CLOSING EXERCISES

SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE
1903 Class Day
Monday, May 26, 1902
9 o'clock a.m.

1. Piano S o l o .......................... Miss Edith Trahan
2. 1903 Spelling Class.
3. Piano S o l o .......................... Miss Maxim Beraud
4. Tableau, Lafayette in 1776 ...........

Mr. Jefferson Caffery

5. Tableau, Lafayette in 1902 ...........

Mr. Pothier Voorhies

6. Scene from Henry V.
Katherine of France.............Miss Irma Voorhies
Alice, a lady in attendance. . . . Miss Ula Coronna
7. Vocal S o l o .......................... Miss Mabel Alford
8. Court Scene from the Merchantof Venice.
The Duke of Venice............. Mr. Willie Mills
Antonio, a Merchant of Venice. . . Mr. Pothier Voorhies
Bassanio, his friend ........... Mr. Harold Demanade
Gratiano)
( .......... Mr. Fred Voorhies
Salerio )
( .......... Mr. Sidney Delamotte
Skylock, a rich Jew.............Mr. Jefferson Caffery
Portia, a rich heiress......... Miss Annie Bell
Neressa, her waiting maid....... Miss Rhena Boudreaux
Attendants on the Duke ......... Misses Beraud, Ruger,
Richard Trahan and
Mr. Compton.
Scene:

Venice

9. Tableau Illustrating the Superiority of the Class of 1903 over all
others.
10. Class Song.

Address

Dr. Brandt V. B. Dixon.
President of Newcomb
College
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APPENDIX V
TOPICS DISCUSSED BY LAFAYETTE PUBLIC FORUM, 1912-1913

Subjects

Speakers

Education
European Travel
Good Roads
Habit
Books
Robert E. Lee
Waterways
Lafayette History
Woman Suffrage
Abraham Lincoln
Literature
Single Tax
Health
Temperance
Shakespeare
Cost of Living
Hellenic Art
Civic Organizations
Agriculture
Law
Medicine
Spiritual Life
Music Programs

Judge William Campbell, Mr. Wm. Clegg,
Major P. L. DeClouet, Mr. J. L. Kennedy,
Dr. N. P. Moss, Dr. E. L. Stephens,
Mr. F. E. Voorhies.
Mrs. Clarisse Campbell, Mrs. A. B. Denbo,
Miss Mabel W. Leftwich, Miss Ninetta Mattes.
Prof. C. C. Henson, New Orleans
Pres. E. L. Stephens, Lafayette
Ex-Gov. J. Y. Sanders, New Orleans
Prof. D. S. Hill, Tulane University
Dr. J. H. Dillard, New Orleans
Capt. Lewis Guion, New Orleans
Hon. Leon Locke, Lake Charles
Mr. Jerome Mouton, Lafayette
Mrs. Lake D. Meehan, Era Club
Mr. Charles D. Caffery, Lafayette
Prof. Pierce Butler, Newcomb College
E. T. Weeks and R. McMahon, New Iberia
Dr. Oscar Dowling, State Board of Health
Mrs. Mary Harris Armour, Georgia
C. E. W. Griffith, Chicago
Prof. M. A. Aldrich, Tulane University
Ellsworth Woodward, Newcomb Art School
M. B. Trezevant, New Orleans
Prof. W. R. Dodson, La. State University
Judge Julian Mouton, Lafayette
Dr. Creighton Wellman, Tulane University
Rabbi Max Heller, New Orleans
Every Musician in Lafayette

Woman

Man

(USL Scrapbook, 1912-13:26).
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APPENDIX VI
REPORT OF THE CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE, MAY 23, 1913.
To the President and Administrators of SLII
We* the members of the Classification Committee, beg leave to
submit the following report for the term ending May 23, 1913:-1. The enrollment of students has amounted to three hundred
and thirteen (313).
2. At the beginning of this term we adopted the daily
schedule which is affixed to this report. Our purpose in
retaining the same schedule as we had had the previous term
is that the plan of having Academic work before one o'clock
and the Industrial work from 1:45 to 4:15 P.M. makes it
possible for a student to be classified in his Industrial work
without any reference to his Academic standing. As very few
of the schools that we draw our pupils from offer Industrial
work in their courses of study, it nearly always happens that
a student who enters one of our more advanced classes academically
is only prepared to enter our lowest class industrially.
In previous years when the Academic and the Industrial
schedule occurred simultaneously from 8:30 A.M. to 3:15 P.M.
there was no chance for a student to be properly classified
inasmuch as there was bound to be a conflict between his
Academic and his Industrial schedules. Furthermore, during the
two periods set aside for the Industrial work of the regular
members of the class, his time was unoccupied unless he were
allowed to take the Industrial work for which he was not prepared.
The present arrangement makes it possible for a student who
enters one of the more advanced Academic classes but is backward
in his Industrial work to follow his Academic schedule in the
morning and join in the afternoon whatever Industrial class he
is fitted for.
Trusting that this report may prove itself acceptable to
you, We are
Yours faithfully,
Edith G. Dupre, Chairman
(Faculty Minutes, May 23, 1913:n.p.).
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE, MAY 24, 1913.

To the President and Administrators of SLII
We the undersigned beg leave to submit the following report of
the work that has come under our supervision during the term closing
May 23, 1913:-The library has been open to the students on Sundays from 2 to
3 P.M.; on Saturdays from 10 to 11 A.M.; and on week days from 2 to
5 P.M. There being no regular librarian employed for that purpose,
the members of the Academic Faculty have divided the work on Saturdays
and week days among themselves. The following are those who have
served in the library this term: Miss Hopkins, Mr. Foote, Mr. Griffin,
Mr. Bittle, and Miss Dupre. On Sundays all the members of the faculty
have taken turn about opening the library especially for the dormitory
boys and girls.
The use of the library on the part of the students has been most
satisfactory and very frequent chiefly because of the fact that the
hours have been arranged so that every student has the opportunity of
spending a reasonable part of his time in the library.
The following magazines have been on our tables
The World’s Work, The Cosmopolitan, Everybody's, McClure's, The
Delineator, Harper's Bazaar, Saturday Evening Post, Harper's Weekly,
Rice Journal, School Board Journal, Literary Digest, The Public,
The Country Review, The Daily Times Democrat and The Daily Picayune
as well as our local papers along with those of the larger towns
throughout the state.
The school is indebted to Mr. Goldsmith, a member of its faculty,
for the gift of two books on debate; and to Major DeClouet for the
loan during a period of five weeks of a most valuable collection of
books bearing on the Civil War. This loan furnished material for the
students taking part in the contest for the Confederate Veterans'
Medal.
Hoping that this report will be acceptable, we are
Yours faithfully,
Edith G. Dupre, Chairman
Gabrielle J. Hebrard
Catherine Hopkins
Mabel Leftwich
May 24, 1913
C. J. McNaspy
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REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE ON STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS, MAY 26, 1913.

To the President and Administrators of SLII
We, the members of the Committee on Student Organizations, beg
leave to submit the following report for the work accomplished during
the second term of the session 1912-1913:-Our work has been subdivided under three different heads, namely:
first, the committee on "social" activities encouraged simply for the
purpose of giving the pupils the opportunity of knowing one another in
a social way and of furnishing them with a reasonable amount of whole
some pleasure in one another's company; secondly, the Musical Committee
whose duties have been to furnish the music for all meetings of the
Literary Societies as well as for the "social" assemblages and for
endless other occasions at school or in town which called for attractive
musical numbers; third, the regular Literary Society Committee whose
duty it has been to direct and inspire the programs for all meetings of
the Literary Societies, as well as to arbitrate on all questions arising
between the two societies, etc.
It should be added that there have been two student organizations
in this school not exactly within the province of this committee but
which should doubtless be embodied in this report, namely:
The Institute Brass Band under the direction of Mr. Sontag and the
Orchestra. Both of these organizations have been most successful,
contributing generously when called upon to take part on the various
programs at school or in town. This applies chiefly to the Brass Band
because the orchestra was not organized until about the middle of this
school term. The Report of the Musical Committee accompanies this
report.
The following is a report of the "Social" Committee:-One Saturday night in every month was given up to an assemblage of the
members of the two societies. On these occasions there was always
a pleasing program consisting chiefly of musical and lighter literary
numbers such as recitations and the like; and following this,
refreshments were served which were paid for out of the treasury of
the two societies. Whenever visiting teams were here on week-end
nights the students were permitted, under the direction of this
committee, to entertain them in just such a fashion as has been
described above.
The other three Saturday nights in the month have been devoted to
regular meetings of the two Literary Societies--in fact, on each of
these three Saturdays there have been two meetings--one by the Avatar
Society from 7:30 to 8:30 P.M. and of the Attakapas from 8:30 to 9:30.
At every meeting there has been a joint debate between two members of
the two societies, --one from the Attakapas and the other from the
Avatar. The other numbers on the programs have been readings,
recitations, declamations, orations, plays, etc.
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The interest in the work has been most commendable, but this
committee feels that its sphere has not been sufficiently far-reaching
in that the attendance at these meetings has not been as widespread
as it should have been. It is our plan for next year to recommend
making at least one term's active membership in the Literary Societies
compulsory for graduation.
This Committee has launched and directed the debate with Pineville
held in our auditorium on May 3, and the Julian Mouton debate between
the two societies at the last open meeting of the session held on
Saturday, May 24, 1913.
It should be recorded that one out of the three Literary meetings
held every month has been open to the public,
These Societies have had no interruptions except those caused by
the Easter holiday, the week-end during which Mr. Griffith, the
Shakespearean reader was here, and the two weeks preceding the close
of school. During this time the students spend all of their hours
usually devoted to preparations for their Literary Societies a
fortnight before Commencement.
•"
•—
Trusting that this report will receive favorable consideration
at your hands, we beg leave to subscribe ourselves,
Yours faithfully,
Edith G. Dupre, Chairman
C. J. McNaspy
Hugh D. McLaurin
Mabel Leftwich
Marie Gueydan
Catherine Hopkins
I. P. Foote
May 26, 1913
R. H. Agate
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APPENDIX VII
EXCERPTS FROM ADDRESSES
The talks which Edith Dupre delivered on various occasions during
the years 1929-1943 were published as Selected Addresses of Edith Garland
Dupre, edited by Muriel McCulla, in June, 1944.

The following excerpts

from these addresses may help to gain insights into the philosophy of
Edith Garland Dupre and so to understand why she made such a great
contribution to the education of the youth of Louisiana during the 43
years she taught at Southwestern.
From "Anniversary Address":
If I were asked today to name the three constant principles
that have shaped the destiny of this college, I should say in
ringing words--loftiness of aspiration, honesty of purpose, and
generosity of comradship.
From the very beginning, we have truly hitched our wagon to
a star. . .
There has been, we like to think, in our life and work a
magic touch of the spirit of learning; but hand in hand with
the genius of study there has also walked, we hope, the spriit
of true manhood. . .
From "When Is a Man Educated?":
. . .the chief purpose of education is the making of men.
And I believe that if education is to be tried by that standard,
it must concern itself not only with the instruction of the
intellect and the strengthening of the body but also with the
shaping of the will and the quickening of the spirit. . .
Therefore if education means anything, it means self-discipline,
self-restraint and the exercise of other virtues which are
acquired through the right kind of character training. Education
which does not cultivate these virtues is empty. . .
. . .no man can be considered educated until he comes to
understand that there are other people in the world besides
himself and other problems besides his own.
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From "Address to Alumni of Southwestern":
If our students have lived bravely. . .it is equally true
that they have lived happily. . .For Southwestern tried to
cultivate in her sons and daughters that which constitutes the
highest kind of happiness--the development of the intellect
and the cultivation of virtue. In particular Southwestern has
always tried to keep her students happy by encouraging them in
the wise, wholesome, and refreshing use of leisure. She has
always tried to give them a sense of humor along with a sense
of value so that they can achieve a richer joy in living, and
so keep their youth, their health, and their happy spirits. . .
From "The Magic of Speech":
It is the character back of words that gives them their
living force. Speech must be natural! It must be simple!
It must be sincere! As a man is, so is his speech; for there
is a mystery about it that defies analysis. . .
From "The Quest of the Spiritual":
As I see it, there are at least four things that we can do
to cultivate the spiritual side of our lives. First, we must
achieve a mastery over self; second, we must love our neighbors
as ourselves; third, we must learn to distinguish between the
things that pass and the things that abide; and fourth, we must
return to God and in so doing we must renew our faith in the
power of prayer.
. . .We must conquer ourselves. There is more value in
practicing self-discipline than in mastering any of the subjects
taught in the average curriculum.
. . .The closer we keep to our neighbor in the realm of the
spirit, the greater will be our sense of security and peace!
Since there is so much hatred in the world, we can do our part
in trying to uproot it from our own hearts.
From "Life-long Learning":
Learning is more than 'a bundle of something to be weighed
and measured;1 it is a possession that gives a man untold
resources whether he wishes to remain within himself or whether
he wishes to take his place in the world when duty calls. Is
it possible to recognize the point at which knowledge turns into
learning? This never happens until 'it gets into his blood and
is transmuted into a deep and sympathetic understanding of human
life.1
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From "Life-long Learning":

continued

The magic of learning is that it opens up so many tempting
roads for the mind and spirit to follow that the only difficulty
lies in not being able to travel in all directions. . .
From "The College Library":
The glory of Southwestern is not in its buildings or in the
learning of its teachers. As valuable as these things are,
they do not compare in importance with the worth of a fine
library. In that sanctuary are to be found for the asking the
great minds of all ages; and there they remain inviting all who
seek knowledge to come and get it.
From "Establishing Sturdy Character":
. . .There is something inborn in the human being that equips
him to rise to the heights or that causes him to sink to the
depths when the time comes for him to try his wings; and this
something is not acquired in school.
. . .There is nothing that can take the place of the home
in the shaping of character. For it is there that children of
reverent parents will receive the most priceless gift within
the reach of man--the grace of knowing and of loving God.
Humanity's great need is prayer.
. . .One of the best ways (to establish character) is to
cultivate in young people the love of good books and in that
way hold up to them as ideals the lives of high-minded men and
women. . .
Above all, character is taught by example not by precept.
The teacher must demonstrate in his own life the qualities that
she would like to instill in her pupils. The personal influence
of the teacher is the strongest factor in the possibility of
character development. It is in the intimate contact between
pupil and teacher that are made those deep impressions that
influence character immeasurably. . .the two most important
(resources for youth) are faith in themselves and a feeling of
certainty that they are trusted by those whom they love and
admire.

BIOGRAPHY

Doris Broussard Bentley, daughter of Jean Edmond and Martha
Camos Broussard, was born in Loreauville, Iberia Parish, Louisiana,
July 8, 1919.
After graduation from the New Iberia High School she attended
Louisiana State University from which she received a Bachelor of
Science degree in 1938 with a major in commerce and French.

She

received her Master of Education degree in 1956 from the same
institution.
She has held the following positions in the schools of
Louisiana:

teacher at Brusly High School, 1938-39; secretary at

McNeese State University, 1939-44; teacher at New Iberia High School,
1953-59; and associate professor in the Department of Office Adminis
tration and Business Education at the University of Southwestern
Louisiana, 1959 to the present.
She was married to George F. Bentley, deceased, of Nashville,
Tennessee, in 1945.

There are five children:

George F., Jr., Edmond

Broussard, Suzanne Marie, Richard Camos and William Childress.
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